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Observing the grave offences of numerous human rights violators in the time of war, and
the inhumane treatment of both civilians and military personnel in this context, the Federal
Republic of Nigeria urges this Commission to seriously address the weighty issue of rights
in wartime, specifically for the women of the world. Having ratified CEDAW and its optional
protocol in 1992, the Federal Republic of Nigeria will take this opportunity to re-affirm its

commitment to the establishment of woman's right as inalienable human rights.

Strongly adhering to the belief that all humanity is equal, Nigeria particularly condemns the
use of abuse tactics in the systematic destruction of a group or culture. The Federal
Republic of Nigeria prohibits racist or discriminatory organizations within our borders, and
promotes the elimination of such violations of human rights throughout the international
community. Nigeria joins the Commission in the condemnation of this violent and shocking
infringement of international standards of humanity, and looks forward to a maturity of

policy and advancement in protection in this crucial area of human rights.

Nigeria believes that nations must work together to empower women politically and
economically, and all other aspects of society, through education and economic
opportunity. Only through such action, then the status of woman will be elevated in the
eyes of men in general, and therefore act as a stopper that every man is entitled to violate

every woman.

Nigeria also calls for increased UN intervention into armed conflicts in Africa, through the
African Union. In this way, the African Union can respond fast to an armed conflict situation
fast, where the rights of women are being violated. In particular, the current legislature is
limited in the sense the the War Tribunal is only held at the end of the armed conflict and
not ongoing. By the time the armed conflict is over, most of the victims have been killed,
and there will not be any witness left alive to engage in legal debate and to address one's
grieves. Nigeria acknowledges that this primary legal mechanistic factor serves to belittle
the addressing the rights of woman during war-time at the War Tribunal, and therefore
urges for various nations to work together to raise the profile of woman both politically and

economically, such that the violation of woman's right in war-time will be minimised.
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