COUNTRY RESEARCH PRESENTATION TOPIC

Lesson 4

Country Comparisons

Learning objectives:
« to understand the criteria by which countries are compared

« to identify the levels of development of different member
states, including regional groups

« to analyse statistical information from graphs to draw
conclusions

Go to:
http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/
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COUNTRY RESEARCH PRESENTATION

When you have finished comparing
countries.......

Go to

http://Iwww.undg.org/index.cfim?P=87&f=A

http://luk.oneworld.net/quides/countries

Follow the instructions to find
your country’s latest report....

Keep your research about the
issue of poverty in your country
as it will be vital for the next
stage of this project.
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COUNTRY RESEARCH RESOURCES TOPIC

Country Comparisons — Website Guide

Go to http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/
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COUNTRY RESEARCH RESOURCES

Country Comparisons

A. Write down the names of the 6 countries that you have compared:

PP 2
S 4
D B

B. Which statistics did you base your comparisons on? (eg. GDP, infant
mortality rate...) Make sure you use the Poverty rate comparison.

PP 2
S 4
D B

C. What conclusions can you draw from your comparisons?

(eg. | can see that Australia’s GDP is a great deal higher than that of
Chad. It also has a significantly lower infant mortality rate. This
comparison tells me living conditions are much better in Australia and
that good living conditions directly relates to better health in
childhood....... )

Print off the 6 graphs by selecting Print from the file menu.
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COUNTRY RESEARCH RESOURCES TOPIC

Delegate Research

Now you have compared other countries with your own you need to find
out about your country’s position on poverty and implementing the
Millennium Development Goals to eliminate poverty. This is the topic

that you will be discussing as part of the United Nations conference.

Go to the United Nations Development Programme Country Reports
page to see how your country is progressing in achieving the
Millennium Development Goals:
http://www.undg.org/index.cfm?P=87&f=A

Also visit the One World Country Reports website which gives you lots
of information about your country’s political, economic and social
position, as well as information about poverty issues:

http://uk.oneworld.net/quides/countries

You can also use the link menu on the Elimination of Poverty Resource
pack to find further research on your country.

Keep your research as it will be vital for the next stage of this project.
Put the report along with your comparison graphs in preparation for

writing your position paper.
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POSITION PAPER PRESENTATION

Learning objectives:

« to use writing skills to present your
nation’s position on the elimination of
poverty

to present facts and statistics from
your research to support your position

Starter activity:

Sample position paper

from the Landmine Monitor

www.icbl.orgMm/2004/spain.html
Committee:

Topic: Landmines
Country: Spain

position paper to
help you write

]
Q
The following was written based on Spain’s report , Read th e sam p I e
J
i

Delegate: Your name, school name ( yo urs. T h 1S

personnel mires from being produced, stored, or transferred among s h Ows yo u th e
nations. it also advocates for their destructlon When this agreement was "
drafted in Otawa in 1997 it was signed by 122 governments. This treatyis ) Style and |ay0ut It

the most complete document avalable that takes action agairst landmines.

To date, the Mine-Ban Treaty has been ratified by 147 courtries. There are s hou Id be Writte n

still 40 courtries that hawve not signed nor ratified the Mine-Ban Treaty.
Spain has signed the tgest».along with the members tl\'le European Union. i n
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The Mine-Ban Treaty is an international agreement that serves to ban anti-




Addressing your assigned country’s

POSITION PAPER PRESENTATION

position paper

All of your research on your assigned country and about poverty will come together in
the form of a position paper. This position paper will prepare you for your Committee at

the Conference.

A4

Paragraph 2 — Addresses
country’s actions on a national

TOPIC

level. Is poverty an issue for your

country? If so, how? Has the
government addressed the
issue?

An excellent position paper includes:

ﬁ’aragraph 3 — Addresses the \
country’s action on an international
level. What resolutions/ declarations
has your country signed? What is
your involvement in the Millennium

N

KParagraph 4 — States the
actions that your country
would like to see the United
Nations to take on the issue

Q)evelopment Goals being achieve@
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POSITION PAPER PRESENTATION TOPIC

Since the position paper is written from your assigned country’s
point of view, it's back to the do’s and don’ts

Don’t

Write in the first person “I” —
it’s your country’s position.

Write information you have
learned about the country that
is not relevant to the topic.

Speak about your country
“negatively” and in the view of
the other countries.

Support actions that are not in
your country’s position, even
if you agree with the actions
personally.

Do

Use country name or “the
government of...”

Use statistics, facts and history as
they relate to the topic being
discussed.

Stick with your country’s policy. Even
if a country has signed the
Convention of the Right of the Child
yet uses child soldiers, your
country’s official policy might be that
they care about the rights of children

Be true to your country’s actions on
the international level. If your country
is not in agreement with a policy of
increasing aid to developing
countries, then the delegate must
remain in the position of the country
regardless of his/her personal beliefs
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