Dear delegates of WHO3
We welcome you to the Mulberry Model UN Conference of 2010. This committee will focus on Medical Tourism and the illicit trafficking of human organs. We wish to come to a consensus amongst all committee members regarding the issue at hand and ensure a successful conference. The UN convention against transnational organised crime (2000) ultimately protects humans and their organs from being trafficked. At present there are many member states that have ratified the convention and proudly enforce its protocols in order to combat organ trafficking and transplant tourism.
The main aim of our committee is to address the issue of transplant tourism when patients in need for transplants travel to developing countries to find organ donors. As there is a shortage of organs on the organ list, this is done illegally through an organised ‘black market’ at very low costs with poor health care been given. One of the major causes of organ trafficking is poverty and the manipulation of the poor. As there are not enough legislations to prohibit the sale of organs, people have found ways to exploit the poor and bribe them into selling their organs in exchange for a sum of money. It is believed that 96% of participants sold off their kidneys to pay off their debts, and the average amount received was $1,070. Along with this, participants do not receive sufficient medical care. Poor healthcare consequently leads to worse conditions as 86% of participants reported deterioration of health status after Nephrectomy.
When addressing the issue of medical tourism and organ trafficking, delegates must consider the economic, political and ethical implications of the trade.

· The committee may promote the implementation of tougher measures and regulations on those who are involved in the illegal organ trade.

· The committee may suggest better monitoring of hospitals and health facilities in their countries.

· The committee may address the need for Human Rights Campaigns, focusing on the sanctity of bodily parts to be implemented in their country.

· The committee may suggest ways to educate developing countries and the poor about the risks that are implicated in organ trade.

Resources can be found at www.mmun.org.uk including a background guide entitled “Background Guide: Organ Trafficking”.
If you have any queries regarding the issue or the conference itself, feel free to contact me at f_b-@hotmail.com.  We aspire that this letter has been of relevance and that the resources provide enough information to help you with your preparation. We are optimistic that we will have a successful committee session and look forward to seeing your brilliant resolutions. Good luck!
Kind Regards, 

Fatima Begum, Chair of WHO3

Muneema Rafaa, Co-Chair of WHO3

