Dear Delegates,
Welcome to the Security Council. Our names are Shareen Khaliq and Sumaya Begum and we are delighted to serve as your chairs for this exciting and urgent topic: Rebuilding Afghanistan. This is going to be a very special committee that we hope will successfully determine the future of the state of Afghanistan. We also hope we will do best by the people of Afghanistan in our solutions. The state of Afghanistan has been of great concern to the global community for years. Now it is time for the UN to step in to help to rebuild Afghanistan and assist ISAF forces in securing and developing the country.  
The state of Afghanistan has been unstable for many many years: political corruption, a strong presence of the Taliban and Al-Qaeda and a poor quality of life for its citizens has scarred the state. With your own country’s interests in mind, it is time to come together to solve these problems. We have put some questions together which if you research we hope will give you a grasp of the issue, so when you come to committee you can do your nations proud. The Qs will also be vital in drawing up your position papers. Remember, your own countries will all have a unique and individual vision for Afghanistan, and we look forward to hearing from every one of you.

· How much of a role should the UN play?

· Does you country have relations with Taliban? Have you provided aid for Afghanistan or any assistance in the past?

· Undemocratic practices and corruption within government still dominate Afghanistan. How can we support the ISAF and the UNAMA in building fair, free elections and getting rid of corruption from the system?

· Quality of life is poor in Afghanistan, with many in poverty, high unemployment levels and poor health. How do we ensure the citizens of Afghanistan are happy, safe and out of poverty?
· Drug materials (Poppy) provide Taliban with finance and also result in global instability. How can we stop this concern, while keeping farmers jobs and ensuring they don’t end up joining extremist groups? Should we still allow the Poppy to grow?
· What to do about Al-Qaeda which continues to have a growing presence in Afghanistan?

· How do we ensure the human rights of Afghan citizens are protected? Are human rights universal? Should we impose ‘western’ ideals of human rights on the Afghan people?

· What role should the ISAF, other UN bodies and individual member nations play, if any?
· What should be done to prevent the conflict from destabilising neighbouring states such as Pakistan?
If any questions or concerns arise during your preparations for this committee, feel absolutely free to contact us. We hope this letter and the background guide are helpful to you and good luck with your position papers. We are very much looking forward to what we know will be a terrific conference, and in sharing two incredible and action-packed days with all of you.

Sincerely,

Shareen Khaliq and Sumaya Begum,
Chair and Assistant Chair, Security Council
London MUN 2010

shareen.khaliq@hotmail.co.uk 
