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Dear delegates of UNICEF, 
We would like to welcome you to 5th Mulberry Model UN conference on the topic of Global Health. Whether this is your first time or whether you are one of the more experienced delegates, we hope this will be an enriching and enjoyable experience for you. The topic for our committee is Infectious Diseases with a particular focus on children. Your research prior to the conference will be vital in preparing you for the intense debate that will no doubt take place. Your aim by the end of the two days will be to work collectively in forming a resolution which encompasses suitable solutions for all issues raised in the committee.

UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund), formed in 1946, is the leading global organisation for children and upholds the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
UNICEF works with 190 countries in providing vaccines, emergency health treatment and other provisions. In 2005 UNICEF started the campaign ‘Unite for Children, Unite against AIDS’ with four main goals: prevention of new infections, mother-to-child transmission of HIV, providing healthcare and support for children. UNICEF also complies with the UN Millennium Development Goals established in 2000. This committee will have a strong focus on Goal 4: Reduce Child Mortality and Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases.
In 2008, approximately 9 million children died before their fifth birthday, mostly from preventable causes. Over half of all new infections affect those under the age of 25. These appalling figures evidently show that we are still far from fully tackling the huge global issue of Infectious Diseases. It has not only been the cause of countless deaths but has also been a hindrance to the growth and development of our world. We hope you will, as ambassadors of your nations, bring forth new ideas to expand on what has already been done. 
The following are questions you may want to consider when doing research and writing your position papers:
· What percentage of the children in your country is affected by HIV/AIDS, Malaria and TB? How does this have an effect on your country socially, politically and economically?
· What sort of a healthcare system does your country have? Are there existing programmes and treatments in your country, in particularly for children?
· What has your country done so far to address the issue nationally and globally? What conventions has your country signed or ratified?
· What would your country like to see being done by UNICEF to combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria, TB and other diseases – in your country and internationally?

Here are some useful links to help you with your research:

· UNICEF Health www.unicef.org/health
· UN Convention on the Rights of the Child http://www.unicef.org.uk/publications/pdf/crcsummary.pdf
· UNICEF – Info by country http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/index.html
· UNICEF Focus areas on HIV/AIDS http://www.unicef.org/aids/index_action.html
We look forward to seeing you all in July. Good luck!

Sumayyah Tasnim, Co-chair of UNICEF

Zahin Amin, Co-chair of UNICEF
Please could all delegates send their position papers to both of the email addresses below by 25th June 2010:

tasnim.sumayyah@gmail.com and zahin@live.co.uk 
