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IPCC Small Island Developing States 1 and 2: Committee briefing paper:

Global Classrooms: London Climate Change Conference 

Regional Summary:

Small Island Developing States (SIDS) are island and low-lying coastal nations that face common barriers to sustainable development, including limited resources, poor economic resilience, and vulnerability to sea level rise and natural disasters. These island nations are found throughout the world, although most of them are located in the wider Caribbean and South Pacific regions. The land: sea ratios for the SIDS are largely skewed. Many SIDS – the Maldives, for example – have solely or mostly low-lying land areas; others, such as Haiti, have a varied terrain, including mountainous areas. Ninety per cent of the SIDS are in the tropics. Many are seasonally affected by extreme weather events – tropical storms, cyclones and hurricanes. Climate change and sea-level rise are likely to threaten freshwater resources through saltwater intrusion within freshwater supplies. The frequency and severity of droughts, as experienced in recent decades, may intensify in the future. Climate change is likely to have far-ranging effects on the environment and the economic prospects of small island developing States. Many small island states share economic characteristics that present challenges to sustainable development and comprise 12 out of the 50 Least Developed Countries (LCDs) designated by the United Nations.  The governments of most small island states regard climate change as an immediate threat to their national welfare, and many have openly criticized industrial nations for failing to mitigate their greenhouse gas emissions.  

You will need to research:

1.  Climate change issues and actions in your country.

2.  UN actions by your country on Climate Change, including in your focal region

3.  Climate Change issues in your committee region 

4.  Make sure you can discuss how your country thinks the UN should tackle:

·  Climate mitigation in your region 

·  Climate adaptation in your region 

·  Climate technology in your region

·  Financial responsibility for climate change in the region 

5. 
Past UN action on Climate Change eg. UNFCCC and Kyoto Protocol

Regional research links – a starting point:

Impacts of climate change on Small Islands and Developing States:

http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/publications/impacts.pdf 

http://climatelab.org/small_island_developing_states 

http://www.climate.org/resources/climate-impacts/smallislands.html 

http://www.climatehotmap.org/global-warming-solutions/small-islands.html 

UN-OHRLLS: Country profiles

http://www.unohrlls.org/en/sids/44/ 

UN Barbados Agreements

http://www.un.org/special-rep/ohrlls/sid/list.htm http://www.unctad.org/en/docs/unep_unctad_un-ohrlls_en.pdf 

UNEP, UN-OHRLLS, UNCTAD – green technology and development:

http://www.unctad.org/en/docs/unep_unctad_un-ohrlls_en.pdf 

