Committee Summary:

The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is a branch of the United Nations, dealing mostly with questions of international peace and security. The body is made up of 15 states, five permanent states (China, France, Russian Federation, United Kingdom and United States of America) and ten nonpermanent states that are elected to two-year terms. The permanent members of the UNSC have veto power. This means that if one of these five states votes ‘no’ on a resolution, the resolution will not pass. The UNSC is the only committee of the United Nations that has the ability to make definite decisions. For example, the committee can ask a country to take a specific action, and punish that country if they do not comply.

The Arctic Ocean and the Law of the Sea

Oceans are not specifically part of a country or continent on the surface, but underwater they share the same continental plates. As such, many countries believe that they have the right to govern over a specific part of the ocean. The motivation behind this may be that there are resources that lie under the sea near these countries, such as oil, precious metals, or fish.

The Arctic Ocean is a particularly contested body of water. There are many known resources under the ice caps above the Arctic Circle, and many countries would like to have these resources at their disposal. For example, it has been estimated that at least 25% of the planet’s remaining oil and natural gas resources lie beneath within the Arctic Ocean. 

The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) was created to serve as a set of rules for determining which country had the right to exploit the resources off their shores. It was created over a series of conferences beginning in 1950 and ending in 1994. Before the Convention, the ruling approach to maritime rights was the idea of the “freedom of the seas.” This idea was based off the idea of “First come; First serve,” where whoever claimed a specific portion of the ocean could rule over it. The UN Convention on the Law of the Sea set stricter rules. Specific offshore zones were defined, setting barriers to where states could claim ownership to parts of a body of water. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The most basic boundary is “territorial waters,” which lie within 12 nautical miles of land. Anything within this zone is under direct rule from the country that it touches. The most vague boundary is the “continental shelf.” This is the part of the sea that is considered to flow over a country’s landmass, which may run for hundreds of miles underwater. Another zone, the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) was established as a unique zone that gives a state exclusive right to a specific zone of the ocean for economic reasons (i.e. mining or drilling for oil). Along with the EEZ a special organization was created, the International Seabed Authority. This group is mandated with authorizing seabed exploration and mining, as well as collecting and distributing royalties gained from these economic pursuits.


Even though there has been cooperation by the international community in regard to the Law of the Sea, the Arctic is still considered a hotbed of discussion. Many scientific debates have arisen over the specific boundaries of various continental shelves that run below the Arctic Ocean. As such, many countries that border the Arctic Ocean have not signed or ratified the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. They do not want to be restricted to specific barriers. Furthermore, the established zones of the UNCLOS do not cover the most central part of the Arctic Circle, at the North Pole. This land is effectively up for grabs, and many states have attempted to make conflicting claims to it. This has caused many heated debates over the Arctic Ocean, and with oil and other resource stocks quickly getting smaller, this region is becoming very important.

You will need to research:

1. Your country’s stance on the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea.
2. Your country’s interests in the Arctic Ocean. If they haven’t got any, do they have a close trading relationship with a state that does?
3. Make sure you can discuss how your country thinks the UN Security Council should tackle:
· Upholding the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)
· Potential punishments for defying the UNCLOS
· Drawing borders in the Arctic
4. Past UN and international action on the Arctic.

Research Links—a starting point:

Background Information and the Homepage of the UN Security Council:
http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/

Text of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea:
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/closindx.htm

United Nations Division for Oceans and the Law of the Sea:
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/index.htm

Arctic Council: An independent body that governs the Arctic
http://www.arctic-council.org/
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