[image: ][image: http://www.desmogblog.com/sites/beta.desmogblog.com/files/blogimages/IPCC-Logo.jpg]Committee: IPCC Africa 2
Chairs: Nabeela Islam
Assistant  Chairs: Ellie Whitlock and Atia Sultana 
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Dear Honourable Delegates of IPCC Africa 2,
My name is Nabeela Islam and I will be your chair alongside Ellie Whitlock and Atia Sultana for  the second comittee for Africa. I would like to take this opporuinity to formally welcome you to the Global Classrooms London Mulberry Model United Nations Conference  2011. The topic this year is Climate Change. Our committee will focus on Climate Change Mitigation, Adaptation, Technology and Finance for Africa.
Why is climate change an issue? The world is warming up. As we us the planet’s coal, oil and gas reserves, cut down its remaining forests, greenhouse gases are pouring into the atmosphere. The delicate balance of atmospheric gases such as methane and carbon dioxide, that sustain life is thickening, trapping more and more heat and irreversibly changing our world. 
In many areas, the effects of climate change are felt most acutely by vulnerable and marginalized peoples, such as women and children. They have specific vulnerabilities with regard to the effects of climate change, as traditional livelihoods are typically dependent on nature. Climate change also has cultural, demographic and spiritual impacts on indigenous peoples. Even though indigenous peoples may often not have a strong voice in official negotiation processes on climate change, they have their own ways to counteract and adapt to the changing environment.
One of the main topics to consider is mitigating climate change as it is a  key long-term issue, however adaptation is arguably the more pressing concern for the world’s poorest citizens. Simply put, climate change disproportionately affects the world’s poorest, particularly those in least-developed counties. According to a 2008 United Nation’s Development Programme report, drought-affected areas in sub-Saharan Africa could expand by up to 90 million hectares.
Another key topic that we would like you to consider is finance. Africa is the world’s poorest and underdeveloped continent.  The poorest region is Sub-Saharan Africa where 80.5% of the population are living under the international poverty line. This has led to many African countries being inadequately prepared for both the past and future disasters such as floods and droughts which are both caused by climate change. Therefore, African countries clearly require financial assistance if they are to successfully tackle the adversity of climate change.  There could be many ways to do this. Funding could be invested in helping those who will be most affected by climate change, such as farmers, or could be invested in new technology and equipment that could provide effective barriers to disasters caused by climate change. It is the duty of the nations of the world to help the people of Africa in this time of need as they face a problem they had no part in creating.

When writing your position paper or thinking about resolution points you may want to consider:
· How your country contributes to and is affected by climate change?’
· What actions is your country taking towards climate change in your region.
· What international conventions/frameworks is your country a part of?
· What the UN can do to help countries adapt and mitigate climate change?
· How can countries reduce their CO2 emmissions?
If you have any queireis feel free to contact me at nabeela.islam271193@mulberry.towerhamlets.sch.uk. We hope this letter is of great relevance to you in writing your position papers.  And finally good luck, and see you in December! 
Kind regards,
Nabeela Islam – Chair
Ellie Whitlock – Assistant Chair
Atia Sultana – Assistant Chair
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