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Topic: Climate Change – Adaptation, Mitigation, Technology and Finance
Dear Delegates of IPCC ASIA,
Welcome to Global Classrooms London Model United Nations Conference 2011 on the topic of Climate Change. This year, our committee will focus specifically on the themes of Mitigation and Adaptation in the Asia region. Whether this is your very first conference or if you are an experienced delegate, we do hope you find this experience enjoyable, yet challenging at the same time. 
Our committee is IPCC ASIA, which predominantly looks upon the issue of Climate Change in the Asian continent. It is one of the largest contributors of greenhouse gases. With the rise of China and India, along with the major emitter that is Japan, Asia is the most vulnerable to climate change with problems such as flooding from glacier Mountains in the Himalayas, decreasing crop-yields and increasing mortality rates from disease. The main difficulty is that with all these problems it is the world’s poorest Asian countries, that suffer the most, as their response to climate change has been slow.  Furthermore, Asia is the only region in the world without a single treaty-based, multilateral institution such as the EU in the European continent. Delegates, it is up to you to consider the threats that climate change will pose to Asia. And importantly, we need to affect positive measures to mitigate climate change.
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is the leading international body for the assessment of climate change. It was established by the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) and its purpose is to provide the world with a clear scientific view on the current state of knowledge in climate change and its potential environmental and socio-economic impacts. 
Delegates; this is your opportunity to debate, negotiate and work together to find a resolution for the issue of Climate Change and to explore the ideas of how both mitigation (which is acting to reduce Climate Change) and adaptation (which is acting to tolerate or adapt to the consequences of global warming) have a vital role.  When researching on your individual country do take in to consideration the position of your countries and their perspective on the issue. Furthermore, it would be advised to research how influential both themes of mitigation and adaptation are because we are specifically looking at those themes whilst in our debate and it will be reflected in our resolution.
On top of this, delegates representing countries outside Asia should also think about how they impact the committee about Climate Change. As your chair, I should stress how important it is for non-Asian states tackling Climate Change having a responsibility in debate about the issue of Climate Change. As statistics have shown in 1998 that despite global technological and economic development, a large proportion of nearly 1.5 billion people will be living in severe poverty at the dawn of the new millennium and will all be located in Asia. India and China alone now account for 18% of the world’s population. Most of the additional population would be in developing countries; these countries are likely to suffer adverse agricultural responses; actions such as the significant changes in seasonal runoff, and possibly the increased risks of severe tropical weather disturbances, including storms; vulnerability to sea-level rises and other stresses. This should provide you with the thoughts of how important the topic is as it could cause key regional concerns for Asia specifically. 
The following are questions you may want to consider when doing research and writing your position papers:
· Climate change issues and actions in your country.
· Climate Change issues in your committee region and also how your country believes the UN should tackle both Climate MITIGATION in your region and also Climate ADAPTATION in your region.
· How the climate change is viewed to affect water and energy security as the key issues in the Central Asia region?
· What Greenhouse Gases emissions are generated by the region and its individual countries, including their specific economy sectors?
I look forward to reading your position papers which need to be emailed to londonmun@gmail.com. It is also worth visiting the website www.mmun.org.uk, and looking at the different resources so that you are given the full amount of facts and figures and actions that allow you to gain a full grasp of your countries position. 
If you need any assistance with your position papers or having any questions with regard to preparation for the conference please feel free to email me on yas_26@hotmail.co.ukyet again I would like to stress the importance of such a topic like Climate Change. If we do not debate and try to resolve an issue as important as Climate Change, problems will occur more frequently towards the development of the world and in particular the development of Asia. We are looking forward to this conference and do wish you the very best of luck! 
From,
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Yasir Yeahia – Chair 
Tasnim Chowdhury – Assistant Chair
Lester Buxton – Assistant Chair
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