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Committee: IPCC G20 1

Chairs: Sumayyah Tasnim

Assistant Chairs: Sam Tims and Khaleda Shahid

Topic: Climate Change – Adaptation, Mitigation, Technology and Finance

Dear delegates of IPCC G20 1,

                We would like to welcome you to the Global Classrooms London Model United Nations Conference 2011 on the topic of Climate Change. Whether this is your first conference or whether you’re a more experienced delegate, we hope this will be an inspiring and fun experience for you. The topic for our committee is Adaptation, Mitigation, Technology and Finance in relation to the G20 and in order to tackle this global issue successfully you will need prior research on the topic and your country stance. Your aim by the end of the two days will be to work collectively in forming a resolution that encompasses suitable solutions for all issues raised in the committee.

The IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) was created in 1988 to review, assess, and synthesize the world's scientific information related to climate change. It periodically releases assessment repots, which synthesize global data on climate change. The IPCC reports are central in policy discussions of climate change, and their estimates play an outsized role in setting benchmarks for international action. The IPCC also produces occasional reports on urgent subjects such as carbon capture and technology transfer, which would be very useful for your research and will provide you with a greater understanding of the existing projects and systems that have been implemented in nations all over the world, including your own. 
As delegates and representatives of the G20, the issue of reducing carbon emissions will be one of great concern, as many of the nations in our committee will have contributed to majority of the carbon emissions in the world.  The United States, for instance, is the biggest emitter with over 15% increase in emissions since 1990.  In December 2009, Parties to the Kyoto Protocol and members of the UNFCC (UN Framework Convention on Climate Change) met in Copenhagen to discuss climate change policy and to advance negotiations. The Copenhagen Accord was produced, which had several key elements concerning global average temperatures and reducing carbon emissions. Developed countries promised to fund actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and to provide billions of US$ for both short and long term climate change financing. As you can see there have been many agreements and negotiations between nations all over the world, particularly the G20, and so it will be a good idea to have a look at the Copenhagen Accord and other climate change conferences that have been organised by the UNFCC. 

Climate change technology has been a key focus to the G20 nations, which great discussion around Carbon Capture and Storage (CSS) and renewable technology.  Many countries have implemented the use of such technology, particularly the UK, US and Germany. Now the issue is how these technologies can be used to help countries that have been significantly affected by climate change such as Tuvalu, Bangladesh and Seychelles. In our committee, we will have delegates representing countries such as Tuvalu and it is essential that the G20 nations work with the developing countries to acknowledge the benefits of climate change technology. 

The following are questions you may want to consider when doing research and writing your position papers:

· On average, how much carbon does your country emit a year? Has it increased significantly over the past 10-15 years?

· Has your country signed the Kyoto Protocol and attended international climate change conferences? If so, what projects, committees and policies have been set up or implemented to mitigate and tackle the threat of climate change?

· Has climate change had a significant impact on your country? If so, in what way? (Environmental and socio-economic impacts)

· What work have the G20 members done recently to tackle the issue of climate change? (particularly financing, technology and reducing CO2 emissions) Look at conferences, summits and publications. 

· What would your country like the committee to focus on and discuss? (A point to note when thinking of possible solutions to the issues posed by Climate Change is that demanding for money from developed countries is not the most efficient way of coming to a resolution. Be innovative and look at existing programmes and how they can be developed.) 

We look forward to seeing you all in December. Good luck with your research! 

Sumayyah Tasnim, Chair 

Sam Tims – Assistant Chair 

Khaleda Shahid – Assistant Chair
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