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Topic: Climate Change – Adaptation, Mitigation, Technology and Finance
Dear Delegates of IPPC G20 2
Welcome to the Global Classrooms London Model United Nations Conference 2011. The topic this year is “Climate Change” which is a very important topic, as its impacts affect all nations across the globe. Our Committee IPPC G20 2 will focus on climate change mitigation, adaptation, technology and finance in the G20. Your research prior to the conference will be crucial in preparing you for the debates that will take place. Each one of you must know not only about your own country’s stance on this topic, but the global view and problems that will arise at the conference. Our aim as a collective committee is to pass the best resolution possible, which will incorporate solutions for the issues raised over the two days. 
The G20 was established in 1999, to bring together major advanced and emerging economies to stabilize the global financial market. Since its inception, the G20 has held annual Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors' meetings and discussed measures to promote the financial stability of the world and to achieve a sustainable economic growth and development. G20 is an international organization focusing on economies and finance, therefore I will like all delegates, throughout the two days of the conference to always refer to and consider the financial aspects of possible solutions, questioning if all nations can afford the respective measures and whether certain countries or organizations should contribute more money. However, in past conferences there is a tendency of delegates of LEDCs asking MEDCs for money. As much as we would like the wealthier countries to donate generously, it is very unlikely, thus I would like all delegates to be creative in relation to money and funding.  
[bookmark: _GoBack] The committee of G20 2 will be mainly focusing on Mitigation and Technology. Mitigation is the action of reducing the speed severity, or painfulness of something. In this case to mitigate climate change (CC), is to try and slow down and lessen the impacts of CC. One of the most effective ways to mitigate CC is through reducing carbon emissions, a subject that I would like this committee to look in depth at. It is strongly agreed upon by most scientists that there is a positive correlation between carbon emission and Global Warming and that is why we need to burn fewer fossil fuels and find viable alternatives; such as renewable energy.  This is relevant to our committee as the G20 holds a number of countries who are the biggest carbon emitters. Moreover, we must as a committee explore ideas such as Carbon Offsetting. This is the notion of compensating for the release of emissions. In order to understand carbon offsetting you must look at Kyoto Protocol, which introduces three schemes; Emission Trading, Clean Development Mechanisms and Joint Implementation. Technology plays a very important role in CC. For sustainable energy to reach its full potential we will need rapid technological change. For example, cars run on cleanly generated electricity need powerful batteries, so they can run a long time. Until such batteries are developed such cars remain only a dream. Even if technologies are created, they may be too expensive to compete with the cheap energy provided by oil and coal. It is also unclear how developing nations would pay to use this energy. 

Delegates must also think about possible links or relationships that could be formed with other countries as ultimately, for a resolution to pass, it must have majority vote. Think about your country’s geographical location, population, religion and government as these are key factors that will help form alliances with other delegates.
Delegates I advise you to use the questions as a check list when researching your country. I would like you to know in detail some of the problems your country faces related to the Committee topic, and also to start to think about possible solutions. 
· What is Climate Change and its impacts? 
· What is sustainability?
· What type of renewable energy exists already?
· What is the Kyoto Protocol? 	
· What are its aims?
· What is Carbon emission and what implications does the release of CO2 have? 
· Ways in which you can carbon offset? 
· Currently, what type of green, sustainable technology has been introduced or is in development?
· How is Climate Change affecting your own country? 
· What is your government doing to tackle CC? 
I am sure every one of you, whether this is your first time at MUN or you are an experienced delegate, will have a successful conference. Good preparation will guarantee fantastic debates and discussions so I urge all of you to do as much as possible. If you have any concerns or questions, I am happy to help so feel free to contact me at shabana.khanam14@gmail.com.
Best Wishes,
Shabana Khanam - Chair 
Humayra Yasmin – Assistant Chair
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