Committee: IPCC Latin America 1
Chairs: Nishat Badhon 
Assistant Chairs: Manisha Ghosh and Navdeep Bual
Topic: Climate Change – Adaptation, Mitigation, Technology and Finance
Dear Delegates,
Welcome to the Global Classrooms London Model United Nations Conference 2011 on Climate Change. Our committee, Latin America 2, will focus on Climate Change in Latin America and the Caribbean. We wish to secure a practical climate agreement amongst all committee members, as the time of Kyoto Protocol’s first commitment period (2008-2012) is coming to an end in a matter of days. We urge all delegates to read this letter and research accordingly in order to have a fruitful conference where debates will flow and a fabulous resolution paper will be written by you. 
Why should we attempt to resolve the issue at hand? The answer is simple. Fellow human beings and other living things are dying across the world as we speak as a result of Climate Change. There is an inequality of cause and effect- while developed countries are largely the producers of the greenhouse gases; it is the LEDCs such as Haiti who are paying the price. Flooding is currently threatening Haiti, while Chile is still recovering from its January earthquake which has caused environmental, social and economic downturn. Nonetheless, delegates must remember Climate Change also effects and devastates MEDCs also: flooding in the river Lena in Russia caused $250 million of damage and destroyed 62 towns. The impacts of climate change could hinder development and delay progress in eradicating poverty, potentially aggravating social and environmental conditions in these countries, through signing treaties like Kyoto Protocol, Hazardous Wastes, Environmental Protocol and Ozone Layer Protection, countries are taking responsibility for their actions. Delegates you must ensure that you know what treaties your country has signed and thus, how you have contributed to the correction of Climate Change.
Rising sea levels are encouraging displacement and migration more than neighbouring countries can cope with. In addition, food and water crisis remain a major issue. These are just some impacts on human beings. Delegates do not forget that Climate Change also has an effect on various species of animals, plants, our planet and our weather conditions. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you are an MEDC, then which treaties has your country signed and put into practice to reduce your Carbon Emissions?  Which countries have you aided in recovery and how willing are you to work in partnership with LEDCs (which may involve providing financial support)? For example, Germany has managed to decrease carbon emissions since 1990 and is on their way to meeting targets of reducing emissions by 21%, by 2015.  
If you are an LEDC, are you prepared to reduce your Carbon Emissions? Costa Rica for example aims to be carbon neutral by 2021. What are your aims for the future, what sort of aid do you require and are you willing to work alongside MEDCs?
If you are an NIC, is your country willing to do more than an MEDC? Brazil for example has demonstrated an enormous potential of reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation as well as the potential of bio-fuels for reducing emissions from vehicles.
While answering those questions, delegates remember to stay true to your country positions. 
Finally, when addressing the issue of Climate Change and the situation in Latin America and the Caribbean, you must consider the economic, political and ethical implications as well as the environmental implications in regards to international peace and security.
Here are some questions you may want to consider when doing research and writing your position papers:
· Are there climate change issues in your country? If so, then what are you doing to prevent it?
· How will climate change affect water, food and energy security in the Latin American region?
· What is greenhouse gases generated by in your country; refer to your state’s economic sectors?
· What region is the most vulnerable in Latin America, and what can be done to help?
· What can we, as the UN, do to help reduce climate change? Is there any financial aid your country is prepared to give to LEDCs?
· Your countries thoughts on Climate mitigation in your region and also Climate adaptation in your region?
· Can technology help us solve the climate change issue?
All resources can be found on www.mmun.org.uk. If you have any queries regarding the topic or the conference itself, feel free to contact me at nishat.badhon010895@mulberry.towerhamlets.sch.uk. Make sure that you send your position papers to this e-mail address as well. We hope that this letter has been of relevance and that the resources provide enough information to help you with your preparation. We are optimistic that we will have a terrific committee and a successful conference. We look forward to seeing your brilliant position papers and eventually you fantastic resolutions. Good luck!
Many Thanks,
Nishat Badhon – Chair 
Manisha Ghosh – Assistant Chair
Navdeep Bual – Assistant Chair
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