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Dear Delegates,
It is our pleasure to welcome you to the Global Classrooms London Model United Nations Conference 2011 on Climate Change. As you already know, the world’s climate is changing and will continue to change at rates unprecedented in recent human history. The impacts and risks associated with these changes are already happening in many systems essential for human livelihood, including water resources, food security and health. Climate change has the potential to push developing countries back into the poverty trap and to undo many achievements that have been made to date with regards to the Millennium Development Goals and is thus one of the most important issues of our time.
Our committee The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Small Island Developing States (SIDS) will be focusing on the problems that climate change poses for SIDS as well as trying to come up with reasonable and realistic solutions to overcome them. The IPCC, established by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), is the leading international body for the assessment of climate change. Small Island Developing States (SIDS) are islands and low-lying coastal nations, many of which are seasonally affected by extreme weather events such as tropical storms, cyclones and hurricanes. Whether located in the tropics or higher latitudes, these states have characteristics which make them especially vulnerable to the effects of climate change. Thus climate change is likely to have far-ranging effects on the environment and the economic prospects of small island developing states.
The UN focuses on 4 key themes, namely mitigation, adaptation, technology and finance in order to tackle climate change. In the context of climate change, mitigation is a human intervention to reduce the sources of greenhouse gases, such as using fossil fuels more efficiently for industrial processes or electricity generation, switching to solar energy or wind power. Adaptation refers to adapting to the adverse effects of climate change. This is vital in order to reduce the current impacts of climate change increase resilience to future impacts. 
Alongside mitigation and technology, we would strongly encourage delegates to focus on solutions regarding adaptation and finance as our committee will focus on resolutions for SIDS. Successful adaptation not only depends on governments but also on the active and sustained engagement of national, regional, multilateral and international organizations, as well as the public and private sectors.  Therefore adaptation initiatives, concerning not only the governments of countries, but the citizens within them need to be put in place. Initiatives could include enlisting the growing influence of technology to develop more energy efficient devices, the use renewable fuel, and to set restrictions and regulations with regards to deforestation. 
Furthermore, financial assistance is vital for SIDS in order for them to take enhanced and effective mitigation and adaptation actions. Despite the establishment of various funds, there has been ongoing doubt on the effectiveness and transparency of the financial assistance from the developed countries. Moreover, mobilising meaningful and adequate amount of funding from developed countries is another issue at hand. 
When doing your research and writing your position paper, we strongly recommend that you address the following points amongst others: 
· How your country contributes to and is affected by climate change.
· Actions towards climate change in your region. 
· International conventions or frameworks that your region is already a part of.
· Constraints to adaptation that is inherent in the very nature of your region, including small size, limited natural resources, and relative isolation. 
· How your region can work around its constraints to adaptation.
· Measures your constituency can take to increase its capacity to adapt to climate change, for example human resource development, public awareness and education and so on. 
· How your nation can take adaptive measures targeted at specific sectors where climate change impacts have been identified, for example harvesting rainwater and increasing storage capacity to provide an alternative water source. 
· Financial mechanisms existing in your region to assist mitigation and adaptation actions. 
· Financial methods that can be put in place to assist mitigation and adaptation actions.
· Methods of promoting, facilitating and financing the development and transfer of environmentally sound technologies.
· Sustainable methods to effectively implement high cost technology in low-income countries.
· Realistic ways your region can work towards mitigation, for example switching to hydro or wind power.
· The role of the UN in your region to assist mitigation, adaptation, finance and technological advances in the context of climate change
We would also urge you to address other issues relevant to your country alongside the ones mentioned above, and also consider the logistical aspects of the resolutions you come up with. We look forward to reading your position papers which you can email to londonmun@gmail.com.  Also, if you face any problems with aspects of this topic or require any assistance with your research or position papers, please feel free to e-mail me at suraiyac@gmail.com. We are certain that we will have creative and productive committee sessions and we look forward to seeing your fantastic resolutions. 
Kind Regards,
Suraiya Chowdhury – Chair
Fatema Patel – Assistant Chair
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