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Committee: Security Council
Chair: Irina Jahin
Assistant Chair: Aishah Siddiqah
Topic: Arctic Crisis
Dear delegates,

We would like to give you a warm welcome to the Global Classrooms London Model United Nations Conference 2011 on Climate Change. The focus of discussion in our committee is The Arctic Crisis.  
The melting of the Arctic ice caps presents two fundamental challenges to international peace and security: fossil fuels and shipping routes. You will need to take in to consideration how fossil fuels pose concerns to energy security as well as understanding how shipping routes can pave the platform to further globalisation but also increase rate of Climate Change. Delegates, you must understand how these issues affect the global community politically, economically and culturally and what measures can be taken in order to combat the problems arising from the crisis and its larger impact on Climate Change. 

The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 1994 ultimately protects the sea, its resources and minerals from being exploited. At present all 5 Arctic powers have ratified the convention and proudly enforce its protocols in order to protect the environment of the Arctic. However due to Climate Change the ice is vastly disappearing thus causing the Arctic to shrink. As a committee you will need bear in mind the implications of this as well as trying come to a solution that enforce the protocols of UNCLOS whilst gratifying the views of all nations in the committee.

When addressing the Arctic Crisis, delegates you must consider the economic, political and ethical implications of the crisis in regards to international peace and security.

· In this crisis it will be really important to think how it will affect your country. For those countries in OPEC, make sure to be aware of the implications to your economies and security of added energy supplies. In what ways does this global issue affect you?

· How should the Security Council deal with this crisis? Should the resolution say anything about Climate Change in general, as a continuation of the April 2007 meeting? 

· Diffusing the crisis is key and by doing so can the Security Council come up with some solid action against Climate Change?

· With such a global issue, what about the forgotten indigenous communities in the Arctic?

· To what extent will security of their environment be addressed in the Security Council?

· What about species in Arctic, whose very existence is threatened by the Arctic Meltdown.

· Whilst clearly not a security issue, should it be discussed given the context of the crisis at hand?

Further information to help prepare you for this conference can be found at the Mulberry Model UN website (www.mmun.org.uk), where in the resources  section various topic fact sheets and website links can be found which may help aid you in your research. In addition each delegate must send a copy of their position papers to londonmun@gmail.com.

We hope this letter has been useful in guiding you to a fun and active conference. If you have any questions or need assistance regarding anything in the conference please do email us at irina_jahin@hotmail.co.uk. 

Good luck with your preparation and research and we look forward in meeting you all in December.

Irina Jahin – Chair 

Aishah Siddiqah – Assistant Chair
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