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About Crisis
Welcome to Crisis! When the real world and its events are moving faster than conventional UN debate,
delegates have to resort to quick decisive action to resolve an issue. Instead of debating a specific and
unchanging topic, delegates in crisis will respond to crises as and when the crisis Dais create them.
Delegates will act as ambassadors of their government in making decisive action to ensure that the
world doesn’t erupt in chaos!

Rules and Procedure
All usual MUN rules and procedure apply to Crisis committees, but the Dais may encourage delegates
to enter a different type of debate to allow for more frequent speaking that isn’t limited to formal
structure. As well as the normal rules, there are three other ways delegates can cause actions or obtain
information. They are as follows:

1. Directives (an instruction or order)




Directives are used to direct the action of your own country, organisation or affiliated
body
It is your responsibility to know your country position and therefore know what
commands are reasonable to your country position
The most common directive is to mobilise military forces, but there are many reasons
why you might use one.
Directive to Dais
From USA
The USA would like to mobilise 6,000 troops in the Jhelum region

2. Communiqués



Communiqués are used for inquiries or discussions that do not give a direct order. For
example you may use a communiqué to ask a delegate if they would support a
resolution
They can also be used to clarify any uncertainty. For example if a delegate wants to
form an alliance with another but isn’t sure what their country position is they can
send a note to the Dais to clarify
Communiqué to Dais
From India
Would it be appropriate for India to form a trade agreement with South
Korea?
Communiqué to China
From Micronesia
Will you support Draft resolution 1.3? If not what changes would we need to
make to gain your support?

3. Press Release


A press release is used to make a public statement, for instance to refute an
accusation made by the UN. If you feel you have information that should be public or
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common knowledge in the committee you send a press release to the Dais, when/if it
is approved the Dais will read it out to the committee. The Crisis Dais will often use
press releases to give the committee information on what is happening.
Press Release from Pakistan
We deny supporting any terrorist organisations within our borders and think
that any statements to the contrary made by other state gravely threaten
international peace and security.

How to Prepare
Crisis committees are always incredibly fast paced and therefore it is very important that you do your
research and come prepared. Delegates who fail to do so will feel out of step with the rest of the
committee. The best way to make sure you are a part of discussion is to make sure you do your
research. MUN is so much more fun when you have lots to say!
Here’s some tips on how to make the most of being in a crisis committee:
o

o

o

o

o

Know the topic
Nothing makes a delegate stand out more than having lots of well-informed ideas. The
best way to do that is to know the topic so you can propose solutions and be vocal
throughout debate.
Know your country’s position
The better you know your country position and stance the more tools you have and
therefore the more you can do. What has your country done in previous situations like
this one? What international actions is your country a part of?
Know your committee
Make sure you know how much your committee can do. What actions can the Security
Council take in such matters? Check the UN charter and look at previous actions to help
you with this.
Know the rules and procedures
Knowing the rules will mean that you can actually put all your research and knowledge to
use.
Be up to date with current affairs
Knowing current affairs and what is going on in the real world will help you to make more
informed and realistic decisions as a committee.
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THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL:
The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is a part of the six key sectors of the United Nations. In
terms of membership, UNSC has five permanent members and ten non-permanent members that are
elected every two years by the General Assembly. This conference, our committee topic is the
Rohingya refugee crisis and so our members are as follows:
 United Kingdom
 United States of America
 China
 France
 Russian Federation
 Myanmar
 Kazakhstan
 Bangladesh
 Sweden
 India
 Thailand
 Ethiopia
 Kuwait
 Germany
 Poland
 Representative of the Rohingya people

THE MYANMAR CABINET:
President
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Minister of Border Affairs
Minister of Ethnic Affairs
Minister of Defence
Minister of Home Affairs
Minister of Religious Affairs
and Culture
Minister of International
Cooperation
Minister
of
Labour,
Immigration and Population
Minister of Finance and
Planning
Minister of Education
Minister of Industry
Minister of Information
Minister of the Office of the
Union Government
Minister of Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement

As Head of State the President represents the entire government and the
nation of Myanmar
Responsible for the state's diplomacy as well as providing support for a
country's citizens who are abroad
Responsible for the development of border areas and national races
Democratically elected as a representative of the different ethnic groups
across Myanmar
Regulates armed forces in the state
Responsible for domestic law and sectors of public life
Responsible for upholding Myanmar’s cultural and religious (Buddhist)
values and representing this across the world
Responsible for maintaining strong relationships with other countries and
encouraging development in international relations
Administers Myanmar’s immigration affairs and determines who has the
rights to work within the country
Manages distribution of wealth and analyses feasibility of projects the
cabinet may want to implement
Responsible for the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation
of educational legislations
Responsible for monitoring international trade and domestic labour
Responsible for dealing with informational matters, it is often linked
with censorship and propaganda
A ministry level body of that serves the Myanmar government in performing
numerous tasks
Administers Myanmar’s ‘Disaster Management’ activities and aims to fulfil
the social needs of Burmese citizens
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About the Crisis Topic:
The Rights of the Rohingya People
Who are the Rohingya people?
The Rohingya are a majority Muslim group of oppressed people living in Myanmar – a majority
Buddhist country. They have their own language and culture and claim to be descendants of Muslim
traders who have lived in the region for generations. The majority of Rohingya lived in the Rakhine
state and are described by Amnesty International as “one of the most persecuted minorities in the
world”. The Myanmar government have denied the Rohingya citizenship and have excluded them
from governmental census ultimately refusing to recognise them as a people. In addition to systematic
discrimination from the Myanmar government, the Rohingya have been left in deplorable conditions,
segregated from their communities, with limited access to education, healthcare and jobs. Many of
the Rohingya face the complete destruction of their homes, sexual assault and widespread violence
against them.
What events happened that led to the displacement of the
Rohingya?
Tensions between the Buddhist majority in Rakhine and the
Rohingya erupted into rioting in 2012 driving a large
amount of the minority group into displacement camps and
by July 2017 there were already roughly 307,500 Rohingya
refugees living in temporary camps. Since then, Rohingya
Arsa militants launched attacks on over 30 police posts in
the country. Since August 2017, over 700,000 refugees have
fled the country. Despite claims that the Myanmar military
denies targeting civilians and claims to be attacking
Rohingya militants, at least 6,700 Rohingya including at
least 730 children under the age of 5 were killed in the
violence during the month. In addition, since August 2017
at least 288 Rohingya villages were partially or totally
destroyed in the northern Rakhine state.

How has Bangladesh responded to the refugee crisis?
What is their role in all of this?
The majority of Rohingya refugees have fled to Bangladesh
and many are now in Kutupalong – the largest refugee
camp in Bangladesh. Limited space and resources have led
to the outbreak of further settlements in the surrounding
countryside and near Bulukhali. Bangladesh military have
been helping provide aid including creating temporary
emergency latrines (communal toilets). Bangladesh is
planning to build more shelters in the Cox’s Bazaar area. In
addition to this, In November, Bangladesh signed a deal
with Myanmar to return hundreds of thousands of
Rohingya refugees, though very few details have been
released.
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Background to the Rohingya refugee crisis:
The Rohingya people are a minority
group of Muslims that are considered
as “the world’s most persecuted
people” (CBC News). They are from the
state of Rakhine, Myanmar (formerly
Arakan, Burma) and despite claims
from the Rohingya that they can trace
their heritage in Myanmar back more
than a millennium and, thus, that they
are indigenous to Myanmar, the
Myanmar government still do not
recognise them as rightful citizens.
They are instead considered as
stateless, illegal immigrants from
Bangladesh and are denied citizenship
under the 1982 Myanmar nationality law which does not acknowledge them to be a part of the many
other ethnic groups that also reside in Myanmar. The Rohingya people face huge human rights
violations from the Myanmar government and many UN officials have condemned such treatment,
even going as far as to label this persecution of the Rohingya as “ethnic cleansing”.
Due to this, many of the Rohingya have fled to nearby Southeast Asian countries, with most choosing
to go to Bangladesh in an effort to receive humanitarian support. The journey to these places is fraught
with danger, with hundreds confirmed dead before reaching their destinations – either due to harsh
sea conditions, unstable boats or being abandoned by the traffickers that they trusted their lives with.
Problems continue and worsen once they arrive – they tend to live in extreme poverty in rickety,
makeshift camps as official camps are far too full to accommodate all of the Rohingya. Additionally,
governments of some host countries are known to often refuse to acknowledge, and even, ignore the
Rohingya completely.
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Positions of the international community on the matter:
UNITED KINGDOM:
The UK has, on two occasions, requested for the UNSC to discuss the Rohingya crisis on the 29th August
2017 and 13th September 2017. British Foreign Secretary at the time, Boris Johnson, encouraged Aung
Sang Suu Kyi to take action, promising her the UK’s full support.
Johnson and other UK parliamentarians referred to the Rohingya crisis as “one of the most shocking
humanitarian disasters of our time”.
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:
Vice President Mike Pence has referred to the crisis as “terrible savagery” against the Rohingya and a
“great tragedy unfolding”. Senator John McCain made moves to scrap planned future military
cooperation with Myanmar in light of its treatment of the Rohingya people. The State Department has
issued statements airing concerns about the treatment of the Rohingya and President Trump has
reportedly expressed outrage over the atrocities during a meeting with the prime minister of Malaysia.
The US has even donated $32 million in aid to Rohingya fleeing Myanmar.
CHINA:
In contrast to the UK and US, China is in support of Myanmar, with President Xi Jinping even meeting
Myanmar’s military chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, who is considered to be one of the key
figures behind the campaign against the Rohingya people.
The Chinese foreign ministry has publicly shown its support for Myanmar and encouraged other
countries to do so by issuing the following statement:
“We think the international community should support the efforts of Myanmar in
safeguarding the stability of its national development.” – Foreign ministry spokesperson, Geng
Shuang.
FRANCE:
France holds the same stance as the UK and US, with the French President outright condemning the
situation as “genocide” and “ethnic purification”. The French foreign ministry has called upon
Bangladesh to continue accepting the Rohingya seeking refuge and urges the international community
to find a political solution to end this.
RUSSIAN FEDERATION:
Similarly, President Putin of Russia has also shown his disdain for the treatment of the Rohingya by
Myanmar after a rally was held in Chechen in protest of Myanmar’s discrimination.
MYANMAR:
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Myanmar maintains its position of denying that any atrocities were committed by them against the
Rohingya people, claiming that there is “misinformation” (Aung San Suu Kyi) about the situation.
Myanmar has instead chosen to blame “terrorists” for all the violence that has been seen.
BANGLADESH:
A large majority of refugees have been recorded to be taking refuge in Cox’s Bazaar in Bangladesh and
Bangladesh is now urging the international community to pressure Myanmar to provide citizenship
and safe return for the Rohingya.
Bangladeshi Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasina denies allegations that there are any Bangladeshi people
among the Rohingya and on 17th September 2017 she addressed the UN General Assembly, criticising
Myanmar’s actions.
SWEDEN:
Sweden has demanded international humanitarian access to Rakhine State and requested a meeting
of the UNSC to discuss the situation on 12th September 2017. The Swedish foreign minister, Margot
Wallström has even visited refugee camps of the Rohingya in Bangladesh.

INDIA:
There has been a lot of contradiction in India’s position on the matter. While it has sent 53 tonnes of
relief material such as food and mosquito nets to Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, it continues to
refuse refugees enter its own country on grounds that it would pose national security threats. India
has additionally announced plans to deport the Rohingya refugees present in its country. With
Minister of State Home Affairs Kiren Rijiju referring to the refugees as “illegal immigrants”.
KUWAIT:
The government of Kuwait has announced $1.5 million in aid for the Rohingya refugees.
GERMANY:
The Foreign Minister of Germany has expressed serious concern about the Rohingya refugee crisis and
has stated that it is a huge burden on Bangladesh to host a large number of the refugees. Germany
would like to see Myanmar do more to end the conflict in Rakhine.
POLAND:
The Polish embassy in Myanmar has demanded humanitarian access be granted to Rakhine State,
especially in the most violence-affected areas.
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What has the UN done so far?










Secretary-General António Guterres has made a statement, noting that “conditions are still
not suitable for the safe, voluntary, and sustainable return of the Rohingya refugees to their
home”.
Mr Guterres has further stated that solutions need to be found to allow refugees to return
home and be able to exercise freedom of movement, he has also made a call of accountability
in order for peace to be reached.
An independent UN investigation has also been launched into allegations that human rights
abuses are being carried out against the Rohingya.
UN human rights chief Zeid Ra’ad al Hussein has compared the treatment of Rohingya
refugees to ethnic cleansing.
In 2017, the UNSC approved a statement calling upon Myanmar to refrain from excessively
using its military force in Rakhine, condemning the violence in the state.
UNSC also urged Myanmar to find and address the root causes of the refugee crisis "without
discrimination and regardless of ethnicity or religion, including by allowing freedom of
movement, equal access to basic services and equal access to full citizenship for all
individuals”.
Myanmar continues denying allegations of violence and human rights violations against
Rohingya people.
Western nations seek a stronger resolution in favour of the Rohingya, however, the move was
blocked by China who is an ally of Myanmar – to sway China, UNSC members watered down
language on citizenship rights and a demand that Myanmar allow a UN human rights mission
into the country.
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Recommended Research
1. http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/index.html
2. https://www.hrw.org/report/2013/04/22/all-you-can-do-pray/crimes-against-humanityand-ethnic-cleansing-rohingya-muslims
3. https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/why-burma-s-rohingya-muslims-are-among-the-world-smost-persecuted-people-1.3086261
4. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-38091816
5. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/06/rohingya-victims-crimes-humanity160620131906370.html
6. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-39218105
7. https://web.archive.org/web/20121118161625/http://asianhistory.about.com/od/Asian_Hi
story_Terms_N_Q/g/Who-Are-The-Rohingya.htm
8. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/08/india-plans-deport-thousands-rohingyarefugees-170814110027809.html
9. http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/gulf/2017/01/25/Over-190-000-Myanmar-nationalsgranted-Saudi-residency.html
10. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2012/dec/20/burma-rohingya-muslim-refugee-camps
11. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/oct/11/rohingya-refugees-myanmar-aung-sansuu-kyi-un-report
12. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/nov/03/no-vote-no-candidates-myanmarsmuslims-barred-from-their-own-election
13. https://www.upi.com/Archives/1991/12/26/Bangladesh-plays-down-border-tension-withBurma/2847693723600/
14. https://washdiplomat.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=16423&Itemi
d=436
15. https://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/13/opinion/ethnic-cleansing-of-myanmarsrohingyas.html
16. http://www.theweek.co.uk/63745/the-rohingya-boat-crisis-why-refugees-are-fleeing-burma
17. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-38168917
18. https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/08/1017952
19. https://www.thedailystar.net/frontpage/direct-cargo-flights-dhaka-uk-lift-ban-shortly1532539
20. https://www.voanews.com/a/us-to-provide-32-million-dollars-in-humanitarian-aid-torohingya-muslims/4036793.html
21. http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/global-split-over-rohingya-crisis-aschina-backs-myanmar-9209242
22. https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/foreign-affairs/2017/12/12/france-backsbangladesh-rohingya-crisis/
23. https://themoscowtimes.com/news/after-mass-rally-chechnya-putin-condemns-myanmarviolence-58851
24. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-41170570
25. https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/08/1017952

