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About the Committee:
United Nations Human Rights Council
One of the primary goals of the United Nations (UN) is advancing human rights around the world. To
accomplish this goal, the UN has created two successive bodies, comprised of member states, charged
with promoting and protecting human rights.
The body this committee will be representing is the Human Right Council which investigates
allegations of breaches of human rights in UN member states, and addresses important and often
particular human rights issues such as freedom of association and assembly, freedom of
expression, freedom of belief and religion, women's rights, LGBT rights, and the rights of racial and
ethnic minorities.
Apart from sitting in the UN General Assembly, UNHRC also works in conjunction with numerous NGOs
(Non-Governmental Organisations) such as Amnesty International, Article 19 and the International
Committee of the Red Cross to name a few. NGOs play a critical part in developing society, improving
communities, and promoting citizen participation by travelling to these troubled areas and providing
support and advice to communities.

About the Committee Topic:
The Right to Freedom from Slavery
Throughout the two days of committee session, we will be focusing on the prevention of modern day
slavery. As we are all aware, Slavery did not end with abolition in the 19th century. Instead, it changed
its forms and continues to harm people in every country in the world.
Whether they are women forced into prostitution, men forced to work in agriculture or construction,
children in sweatshops or girls forced to marry older men, their lives are controlled by their exploiters
and they no longer have a free choice. They are in slavery.
Today slavery is less about people literally owning other people – although that still exists – but more
about being exploited and completely controlled by someone else, without being able to leave.
Someone is considered to be in slavery if they are:





forced to work – through coercion, or mental or physical threat;
owned or controlled by an ’employer’, through mental or physical abuse or the threat of abuse
dehumanised, treated as a commodity or bought and sold as ‘property’;
physically constrained or have restrictions placed on their freedom of movement.

The United Nations defines trafficking as ‘the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or
receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of
fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving
of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for
the purpose of exploitation.’

Page |3
Whilst trafficking for sexual exploitation is recognised as a serious problem, it is not the only form of
trafficking exploitation. Others include:





forced labour or services
slavery, or practices similar to slavery
‘domestic servitude’, where domestic workers are treated like slaves
the removal of human organs.

How does modern day slavery occur?
Modern slavery can affect people of any age, gender or race. However, most commonly, slavery
affects people and communities who are vulnerable to being taken advantage of. It can be someone
living in poverty and having no real prospects for a decent job, who will accept a good sounding offer
of a job abroad that turns out something else that what was promised. It can be someone from a
community heavily discriminated against, such as Dalits in India, who will have to borrow money for a
medical treatment from a wealthy farmer, and will fall into debt bondage for decades with no hope
of help from corrupted authorities. Or it might be someone who happens to be born to a mother
coming from a ‘slave’ cast, literally owned by their masters from the day they are born.
Slavery is also more likely to occur where the rule of law is weaker and corruption is rife. It can also
happen to groups of people who are not protected by the law, for example migrants whose visa status
is irregular are easy to blackmail with deportation.
It is a common misconception that slavery happens only overseas, in developing countries. In fact, no
country is free from modern slavery, even Britain. The Government estimates that there are tens of
thousands of people in modern slavery in the UK.
Facts and Figures:











There are an estimated 20 to 30 million slaves across the world today. It is hard to count the
exact numbers of a hidden population.
90% of women and children who end up as sex slaves were victims of childhood sexual abuse
before they were recruited.
An estimated number of 800,000 people are illegally trafficked across international borders
every year.
The total yearly profit gained from human trafficking is a staggering $32 billion a year.
1.2 million children are enslaved through forced labour and exploited in the sexual industry
each year.
In 1850, the cost of a slave if converted in today’s dollar value, would be $40,000. The cost of
a modern day slave is $90.
In terms of profit, Human Trafficking is ranked as the 3rd largest international crime industry
– just behind Drugs and Arms Trafficking.
54% of modern day slaves were recruited by strangers and 46% were recruited by people they
know.
78% of modern day slaves are in the Labour Industry, while 22% are in the Sex Industry.
55% of modern day slaves are women and children and 45% are men and boys. 26% of them
are children under 18 years old.

The numbers are staggering. To resolve such an issue seems a monumental task.
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Why is slavery and people-trafficking so hard to prevent?


Poverty – People in poverty are forced to rely on money-lenders with high interest rates and
cannot afford to move to find new employment. They are trapped into forced labour by debt.



Lack of alternatives – People want to protect and provide financially for their families and have
no other way to do this. There may be a limited choice of employers. They may be
discriminated against, or treated differently, because of their social or ethnic background.



Population growth – There are more people competing for jobs than before. This means more
people have to turn to forced labour.



Anti-slavery laws have not been enforced – For example, in Mauritania, a punishment was
only made 26 years after the law was made to ban slavery.
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Child-Trafficking
The Declaration of the Rights of the Child was adopted by the United Nations in 1959. This states a
child’s right to “nutrition, survival, shelter, proper healthcare, humanitarian relief, protection from
abuse and exploitation and the right to grow up in a safe environment that nurtures development”;
and provided children “the right to identity, family, education and freedom from discrimination.”
What is child trafficking?
Child trafficking is the "recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring, and/or receipt" of a child.
The International Labour Organization estimates that 1.2 million children are trafficked each year. The
most common reasons for child trafficking include sexual exploitation, forced labour and criminal
activity, such as pickpocketing and transporting drugs.
Why does it happen?
Widespread poverty, particularly in developing countries, often leads families to sell their children for
work, child marriages and even as sex workers. Families often have little-to-no other source of income
and turn to those who promise a steady income in return for their children. This, paired with corrupt
justice systems as well as poor immigration policy, often allows child trafficking to succeed. Reasons
for trafficking vary from country to country. In India girls are sometimes seen as a burden and sold for
child marriages or as sex slaves. In Nigeria children are sometimes bought and sold to take part in
armed conflict while in Russia children are sometimes sold to carry out forced labour. Worldwide, the
number of those trafficked each year increases, of those, an alarmingly high percentage are children.
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Case Studies
Child Miners in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
Children as young as seven
are working in perilous
conditions in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo to
mine cobalt that ends up in
smartphones,
cars
and
computers sold to millions
across the world, by
household brands including
Apple,
Microsoft
and
Vodafone, according to a
new
investigation
by Amnesty International.
The human rights group claims to have traced cobalt used in lithium batteries sold to 16 multinational
brands to mines where young children and adults are being paid a dollar a day, working in lifethreatening conditions and subjected to violence, extortion and intimidation. More than half the
world’s supply of cobalt comes from the DRC, with 20% of cobalt exported coming from artisanal
mines in the southern part of the country. In 2012, UNICEF estimated that there were 40,000 children
working in all the mines across the south, many involved in mining cobalt.
In a joint-investigation with African Resources Watch (Afrewatch), an African NGO focusing on human
rights in the minerals and extractive industries, Amnesty International says it interviewed 90 adults
and children working in five artisanal cobalt mine sites. Workers spoke of labouring for 12 hours a day
with no protective clothing, and with many experiencing significant health problems as a result.

Qatar World Cup Labourers
Dozens of Nepalese migrant labourers have died in Qatar and thousands more are enduring appalling
labour abuses, raising serious questions about Qatar's preparations to host the 2022 World Cup. In
summer 2013, Nepalese workers died at a rate of almost one a day in Qatar, many of them young men
who had sudden heart attacks. The investigation found evidence to suggest that thousands of
Nepalese, who make up the single largest group of labourers in Qatar, face exploitation and abuses
that amount to modern-day slavery, as defined by the International Labour Organisation, during a
building binge paving the way for 2022.
An investigation by The Guardian also revealed:
• Evidence of forced labour on a huge World Cup infrastructure project.
• Some Nepalese men have alleged that they have not been paid for months and have had their
salaries retained to stop them running away.
• Some workers on other sites say employers routinely confiscate passports and refuse to issue ID
cards, in effect reducing them to the status of illegal aliens.
• Some labourers say they have been denied access to free drinking water in the desert heat.
• About 30 Nepalese sought refuge at their embassy in Doha to escape the brutal conditions of their
employment.
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Modern Slavery in the UK
The British Government estimates that tens of thousands of people are in modern slavery in the UK
today. Most people are trafficked into the UK from overseas, but there is also a significant number of
British nationals in slavery. The most common countries of origin are Albania, Vietnam, Nigeria,
Romania and Poland. Most commonly people are trafficked into forced labour in industries such as
agriculture, construction, hospitality, manufacturing and car washes. Many women and girls are
trafficked for sexual exploitation. Many people, again mostly women and girls, also end up in domestic
slavery. Others, particularly children, are forced into crime such as cannabis production, petty theft or
begging. Typically, a person coming from a situation of poverty and lack of opportunity gets an offer
of an apparently good job in the UK. Often the victim has to take a loan from an agent to pay for the
recruitment fees and for the journey. When the person arrives in Britain, the job and the conditions
they were promised are completely different. Their passport is taken away, and they’re told they need
to pay off the debt before they can leave. Violence or threats are common practice, both against the
victim as well as their family back home.
The UK Modern Slavery Act 2015:







makes prosecuting the traffickers easier by consolidating the existing slavery offences
increases sentences for slavery offences
bans prosecuting victims of slavery for crimes they were forced to commit by their traffickers,
such as drug production or petty thefts
introduces child trafficking advocates to better protect trafficked children
makes big UK businesses publically report on how they tackle slavery in their global supply
chains
establishes an independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner to overlook the UK’s policies to tackle
slavery

Although the Modern Slavery Act was a step in the right direction, it is too heavily focused on policing,
and doesn’t provide protection for the victims. As a result, many are not recognised as victims and not
supported properly. Many are treated as immigration offenders rather than victims of a serious crime.
They are also less likely to act as witnesses in court and help prosecute the traffickers.
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Preparation Questions
1. Does slavery or people trafficking in your country? If so, does it record data on trafficking.
2. What legislation or policies exist in your country to prevent or counter slavery?
3. What legislation or polices exist in your country to protect workers from exploitation?
4. How can we protect children from slavery?
5. How can we protect women from slavery?
6. Has your country ratified any UN resolutions on this issue?
7. What examples are there of countries of NGOs successfully combatting slavery?
8. How can the global community reduce the vulnerability of potential victims through social and
economic development?
9. How can the global community work together to improve border controls to prevent human
trafficking?

Recommended Reading
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights:
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/index.html
Anti-Slavery Fact Sheet:
https://www.una.org.uk/anti-slavery-day-factsheet
Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons:
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/trafficinpersons.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/slaveryen.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/social-and-human-sciences/themes/slave-route/modern-forms-ofslavery/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file
/634841/Modern_Slavery_Leaflet.pdf
Child Trafficking:
 https://www.amnesty.org.uk/blogs/childrens-human-rights-network-blog/together-we-canendhumantrafficking
 https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect/child-trafficking/
 https://www.unicef.org/protection/57929_58005.html

