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About the Committee:
United Nations Children’s Fund
United Nations Children’s Fund is a non-partisan council within
the United Nations that advocates for the rights of children,
providing on-the-ground support, research, long-term care, and
emergency relief (see below for specific roles).
The Executive Board is made up of 36 Member States, elected
to three-year terms by the Economic and Social Council.

UNICEF roles:





Mobilizes political will and material resources to help countries, particularly developing
countries, ensure a "first call for children" and to build their capacity to form appropriate
policies and deliver services for children and their families
UNICEF is committed to ensuring special protection for the most disadvantaged children victims of war, disasters, extreme poverty, all forms of violence and exploitation and those
with disabilities.
Responds in emergencies in coordination with United Nations partners and humanitarian
agencies, UNICEF makes its unique facilities for rapid response available to its partners to
relieve the suffering of children and those who provide their care.
UNICEF is guided by the principles of the 2018-2021 Strategic Plan, namely to leave no one
and no child behind and to reach the farthest behind first.

In the seven decades since its founding, UNICEF has progressively expanded its work around the world,
and currently operates in some 190 countries and territories, with a staff of more than 13,000
worldwide, the majority of whom are based in field offices and their programmes are scrutinised
through field visits.
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About the Committee Topic:
Children’s Rights
Minorities amongst children face issues much similar to adults, albeit at a much more crucial stage in
their life and consequently the discrimination faced is more long lasting.
Two sessions that have notably framed the work of UNICEF are the World Summit for Children in 1990
and the United Nations General Assembly Special Session for Children (UNGASS) in 2002. The World
Summit for Children was the first ever summit-like conference called especially for children resulting
in the World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and the Development of Children (“the
Declaration”), and the accompanying Plan of Action for Implementing the World Declaration on the
Survival, Protection and the Development of Children. The Declaration acknowledged the mass loss of
young lives that has occurred throughout the years due to preventable disease, famine, and warfare,
and the Declaration proclaimed that the countries of the world would no longer take a backseat in
ensuring the protection of children.
The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) came into force in the UK in 1992. The Convention
has 54 articles that cover all aspects of a child’s life and set out the civil, political, economic, social and
cultural rights that all children everywhere are entitled to. It also explains how adults and governments
must work together to make sure all children can enjoy all their rights. Every child has rights, whatever
their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status. Furthermore, these rights are
universal; cultural, religious and moral practices and beliefs and social attitudes cannot be invoked to
justify rights violations against any group. The Convention must be seen as a whole: all the rights are
linked and no right is more important that another. The right to relax and play (Article 31) and the
right to freedom of expression (Article 13) have equal importance as the right to be safe from violence
(Article 19) and the right to education (Article 28). The UNCRC is also the most widely ratified human
rights treaty in the world – it’s even been accepted by non-state entities, such as the Sudan People’s
Liberation Army (SPLA), a rebel movement in South Sudan. All UN member states except for the United
States have ratified the Convention.
However, this Convention was created in 1990, over 20 years ago. While the content of the document
is still applicable today, there are now different global circumstances and developments which have
changed the framework in which these rights are discussed e.g. child marriages are not directly
addressed.
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Sub-Topic 1: Education
Though the CRC, under Article 28 encompasses the rights of all children to receive a quality education,
103 million youth worldwide lack basic literacy skills, and more than 60% of them are women. The
Sustainable Development Goal 4 aims, by 2030, to ensure that all girls and boys complete free,
equitable and quality primary and secondary education leading to relevant and Goal-4 effective
learning outcomes. See: https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/education/ for further
information on goal 4.
By itself, however, access to education is not enough to guarantee that a child learns. Globally, an
estimated 250 million children in primary school are not learning the basics of reading and
mathematics.
The most successful education systems are inclusive to accommodate for the most disadvantaged in
society. Disadvantaged groups may include
 Girls
 Disabled children
 LGBT+ children
 Child refugees
 Children living in poverty.
Topics to consider when forming solutions:
 Education in emergency situations
 Early years education
 Developments in e-learning
 How education links to other issues for fruitful discussion in committee.
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Sub-Topic 2: Child Marriage
Child marriage (marriage before the age of 18) is a human rights violation. Despite laws against it, the
harmful practice remains widespread and can lead to a lifetime of suffering. Girls, especially who
marry before they turn 18 are less likely to remain in school and more likely to experience domestic
violence.

Sub-Topic 3: Children’s Health
The CRC in article 24 states children have the right to be entitled to “the highest attainable standard
of health.” Infectious diseases such as pneumonia, diarrhoea and malaria remain the leading causes
of death among children under five, with neonatal mortality accounting for a growing proportion of
deaths among this age group. Malnutrition is an underlying factor in approximately half of under-five
deaths globally, resulting in about 3 million preventable child deaths each year and the HIV epidemic
continues to have a disproportionate impact on children; children under five living with HIV face the
highest risk of AIDS-related death. Furthermore, poor maternal health and care continue to
undermine the well-being and rights of women and adolescent girls while also weakening children’s
chances of surviving and thriving.
This is especially pertinent in refugee camps where there is very little access to vaccinations due to
the difficulty of reaching the camps while maintaining the vaccines at certain temperatures.
Immunisation relies on political will, hygienic conditions, and decent and secure health infrastructure.
In 2017, UNICEF reached almost half the world’s children with life-saving vaccines.
Climate change and natural disasters also pose grave
risks to children and their caregivers, most of whom are
women: more than half a billion children live in areas
with an extremely high flood risk, and nearly 160 million
children live in high, or extremely high, drought severity
zones. Ensuring both short and long term support is
available is crucial to limiting fatalities.
Children with disabilities are amongst the most
marginalised and their health needs are often
overlooked. It is both practical and cost-effective to start
with the worst affected group first, thought data in this
field is scarce.
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Sub-Topic 4: Children and War
Initially UNICEF was created in 1946 to help children in war-torn Europe, China and the Middle East
and it works closely with UNHRC on this issue hoping to get refugee children away from armed conflict
and reintegrated in society; via a strategy of disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration (DDR)
into stable homes, schools, and opportunities for the future.

Child Soldiers
The most generally accepted definition of child
soldiers comes from the Cape Town Principles,
which defines child soldiers as ‘any person
under 18 years of age who is part of any kind
of regular or irregular armed force or armed
group in any capacity, including but not limited
to cooks, porters, messengers, and anyone
accompanying such groups, other than family
members. The definition includes girls
recruited for sexual purposes and forced
marriage.’
The cross-border nature of conflict in a
globalized world means that the illegal
recruitment of children as soldiers is not a
regional or national concern, but an
international problem requiring firm action
from every Member State.
The CRC took a crucial step toward codifying
the ban against child soldiers in international
law. The Convention bans the compulsory or
voluntary recruitment of children under the
age of 15 as soldiers. 2002 Optional Protocol
to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
raised the age to 18.
The most meaningful international
advancement
in
the
legal
protection of children is the
ratification of the Rome Statute of
the International Criminal Court
(2002).
This protects children
under 18 from prosecution for war
crimes.
Consider methods and motivations
of recruitment, psychological and
sexual abuse and drug use when
formulating solutions to the issue
of child soldiers.
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The Refugee Crisis
Article 20 of the CRC states ‘a child temporarily or permanently deprived of his or her family
environment, or in whose own best interests cannot be allowed to remain in that environment, shall
be entitled to special protection and assistance provided by the State’. Despite this, it did not directly
address child refugees. In 2007, the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) came out with their
Executive Committee Conclusion on Children at Risk. This resolution more directly addresses the
situations of “children at risk”, which includes refugees and recognizes the varied circumstances of
children, and emphasizes safety.
Some 28 per cent of the world’s children live in fragile and conflict-affected contexts, a figure
projected to increase to one third by 2030. And 53% of refugees are school-aged children under the
age of 18. This is largely created due to conflict in Syria resulting in both the European migrant crisis
and more than 3 million child IDPs today.

With an increased demand in supplies to help refugees all around the world, a scarcity of supplies has
arisen as a result; lack of clean water, basic sanitation needs, lack of hygienic products as well as an
overall lack of education in such refugee camps. More and more NGOs have started to relieve this
major burden placed on UNICEF. For instance, Nearly 12,000 consultations and 5,000 vaccinations
have been carried out since 2012, due to the effort of Doctors without Borders. In the Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia, UNICEF has provided equipment at the main reception centre to aid access to
water. In neighbouring Serbia, UNICEF has also established a child friendly space, equipped with
educational materials and toys. Parents will be provided guidance on child health and nutrition,
hygiene and safety issues. Additional child friendly spaces are planned for Belgrade and Kanjiza, near
the Hungarian border.
Although many NGOs and the UN have provided some basic healthcare needs, mostly vaccines, this
crisis still has not been solved. UNICEF’s action plan focuses on countries with the greatest number of
children on the move, including Serbia and the Former Yugoslav Republic Macedonia.
(See: https://www.unicef.ca/en/refugee-and-migrant-crisis-europe-summary for info.
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Preparation Questions
1. What social/political/economic issues affect children in your country?
2. What is considered a child – is the legal definition sufficient?
3. Which is more effective, a top down (political) approach or a grass roots level (say, NGO
related) approach?
4. How can UNICEF increase the number of children in school around the world?
5. How can UNICEF reduce child marriage?
6. How can UNICEF improve children’s health around the world?
7. How can UNICEF protect and support child refugees?
8. How should UNICEF address the problem of child soldiers?
9. How should UNICEF prevent as well as respond to these issues?

Recommended Research
Remember: This background guide is not meant to replace further research and we highly encourage
you to consider the background guide, as starting points as you explore in-depth your countries’
policies regarding these topics.
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child:
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/what-we-do/childrens-rights/united-nations-convention-ofthe-rights-of-the-child
https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights:
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/index.html
On Child Marriages: https://www.unicef.org/protection/57929_92681.html
More information regarding the 1951 Geneva Convention: http://www.unhcr.org/4ec262df9.pdf
More information regarding the 2018-2021 Strategic Plan:
https://www.unicef.org/about/execboard/files/2017-17-Rev1-Strategic_Plan_2018-2021-ODSEN.pdf
Broader global and principled understanding to the CRC.
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/AdvanceVersions/CRC-C-GC-12.pdf
A more historical perspective, and discusses the mandate of the organization and its role in the
international picture with other UN organizations:
http://www.cf-hst.net/UNICEF-TEMP/UNICEF%20Publications/19462006_Sixty_Years_for_Children.pdf
Twitter may prove fruitful for general updates: @UNICEF_Board

