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Writing a position paper
Introduction:
Writing a position paper might seem a daunting task, especially for new delegates. But with plenty of research,
you will find that writing a position paper will be straight forward and very useful in preparation for the
conference.
Position papers are usually about one page long (typed size 10/11 font). Your position paper needs to include a
brief introduction about why gender equality and empowerment is an important issue in your country, followed
by a comprehensive breakdown of your country’s position on gender equality and empowerment and associated
problems and issues. A good position paper will provide facts and statistical information about the issue and its
impacts in your country and also state what action your country is already taking on the issue. Finally you will
put forward suggested strategies for the international community.
1. A brief introduction to your country and its history concerning the topic and committee:





how the issue affects your country
Your country’s policies with respect to the issue and your country’s justification for their policies
quotes from your country’s leader’s about the issue
statistics to support your country’s position on the issue

2. Actions taken by your government on the issue


conventions and resolutions that your country has signed or ratified that relate to the issue

3. UN actions that your country supported or opposed


what your country believes should be done to address the issue

4. What your country would like the international community to do



what your could achieve in the committee’s resolution
how the positions of other countries affect your country
An overview of ‘Dos and Don’ts’
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Name of Country:
Committee:
Delegate name
School:
Introduction and importance of the topic

Poverty
Human rights abuses
Gender-based violence
Environment
Millennium Development Goals
Media
Power
The Girl Child
Health

1. Why is the issue of gender equality and the
empowerment of women important for your
committee to address?
2. What does your government believe the
United Nations should do to protect women
and strengthen their role in society?
3. W h a t r o l e and responsibility does t h e
UN h a v e in ensuring women are
empowered and equal?
4. Why is gender equality and the
empowerment of women an important issue
for your country and region?
5. What are your country’s priorities for the
region?
National actions

Legislation
Freedom
Participation
Safety
Education
Empowerment
Government action
Government initiative
NAP (National Action Plan) NGOs

1. Is the of gender equality and the
empowerment of women an issue in your
country?
2. Do you have quotes from Government
officials on the topic?
3. What actions has your country taken on
the issue on a national level?
4. Have these actions been successful?
International actions

Regional treaties
Multilateral treaties
Bilateral treaties
Legally binding
Ratified
Existing international law
United Nations Charter
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights
International Covenant on
Economic, Social, and Cultural
Rights
International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights
Convention on the Rights of the
Child
CEDAW

1. How has your country addressed the issue
on an international level?
2. What treaties and/or resolutions has your
country supported on this issue?
3. Have you ratified key conventions that
promote the rights of women (e.g. CEDAW)
4. How effective are the international actions
in protecting women and promoting equality?
.
5. What organisations that address this issue
is your country a member of?
Recommended actions

Building institutional capacity,
cooperation
Access to education
Access to healthcare
Freedom and economic protection
Tackle damaging cultural practices
Political engagement
Strengthen laws

1. What would your country like to see the
international community do to address this
problem?
2. What role or responsibility should the
international community take to address this
problem?

Good luck from all at GC: London 2012

