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Yom Kippur War 1973
Crisis starting point: 16th of October

http://pastdaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Yom-Kippur-War-Oct.-6-1973.mp3
Listen here for atmospheric news reports taken from the first day of the crisis!
On the 6th of October 1973, after Israel’s persistent refusal to relinquish control over the
disputed territories, Egypt and the Arab coalition launched a deliberate and surprise attack
on Israel.
By the next day, Syrian troops successfully captured most of the Golan Heights, which was
territory that was previously lost to Israel in the 1967 war.

Israel was taken by surprise. While it quickly recaptured the Golan Heights and forced Syria
to retreat – Israel incurred significant losses.
In the following days, Israel began its offensive, continuing by advancing towards Damascus,
the Syrian capital, but failed to successfully penetrate Syria’s defences.
This has resulted in much humiliation for the Israelis, whose military were previously
perceived as vastly superior in previous Arab-Israeli conflicts.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/middle_east/03/v3_ip_timeline/html/1973.stm
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Henry Kissinger, United States Secretary of State
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Golda Meir, Prime Minister of Israel
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Anatoly Dobrynin, Ambassador of the Soviet Union to the United States
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The Security Council
United Kingdom
United States of America
Israel
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France
Russia
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Iraq
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North Korea
Saudi Arabia
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Historical background of the topic
Palestine under the Ottoman Empire
The disputed territory was under Ottoman rule for four centuries until the First World War
which saw the complete collapse of the empire. France and Britain quickly dominated
territory under the former Ottoman rule and the area known as Palestine went to the
British.
At the same time, Jewish nationalism was rising in response to decades of anti-Semitism in
many European states with substantial Jewish populations. They began considering
establishing a Jewish state, either in the Palestine or Argentine territory. Arab nationalism
rose against these Jewish sentiments. The ruler of Mecca, Sharief Hussein bin Ali, was eager
for the idea of self-rule and was looking for allies amongst the Ottoman Empire’s opponents
in the first World War to support the establishment of an Arab state. This led to the
correspondence between Hussein and the British High Commissioner of Egypt. The letters
led Hussein to gain confidence in British support for an Arab state and thus threw much
weight behind British objectives.
The end of the First World War saw the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire, leaving a
leadership vacuum in many of its former territories. Great Britain and France took the
opportunity to step in and the Palestine territory fell to the British. As both Jews and Arabs
lobbied to control the territory, the British issued the Balfour Declaration in 1917 to
resolve this fight over land. It aimed to establish ‘a national home for the Jewish people’ in
Palestine.
Britain’s double diplomacy led to Palestine became regarded as the ‘twice promised’ land
and underpinned many of the subsequent tensions in the decades afterwards.
Delegates should NOW familiarise themselves with:
The British Mandate and tensions between the Arabs and Israelis
The birth of the State of Israel and resultant civil war
The 1967 6 Day War
To understand dynamics fully all key political events prior to and during the Yom Kippur War
should be closely studied
1973: The Oil Embargo
On the 16th of October, the Organisation of the Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OAPEC) imposed an oil embargo on exports to the USA and other nations allegedly in
alliance with Israel. The posted price of oil was raised by 70%.
The resultant shock to the global economy has placed Arab states in a strong position as the
US and European countries are oil-dependent and can ill afford a long-term energy crisis.
The short-term effects have already been devastating.
Delegates should research the oil crisis to truly understand its potential impact and leverage
on Western nations.

Major blocs and their positions
Organisation of the Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries (OAPEC)
The Organisation of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries (Arab States plus Egypt, Syria, and
Tunisia) exercised an Oil Embargo against the United States and its allies, Canada, Japan,
Netherlands on 16 October 1973.

Oil prices rose from 3% up to nearly 12%, stimulating a major oil crisis and shock that had
numerous short and long term effects on global politics and global economy.
Oil continues to be a political and economic weapon and has been used as a threat to
terminate the US intervention in the Yom Kippur War (and future Arab-Israeli conflicts).

Egypt
Egypt under President Anwar Sadat previously hinted at the possibility of signing an
agreement with Israel provides that the latter returned all territories occupied. Israel have
repeatedly rejected this solution. Egypt and Syria launching a joint surprise attack in October
1973 was a huge surprise for Israel and the West.
Egypt and Syria were largely successful in breaking past Israel’s defence lines and by 6
October 1973, parts of the Sinai were occupied. Egypt saw this as an achievement of their
aims and thus stopped their military campaign.
This led to a military defeat of the Syrian forces. On the 14 October, Egypt re-launched
military attacks against Israel. Egypt fully supports the oil embargo launched against the US
and their allies.

Syria
Syria is committed to forcing Israel to surrender the territories that it occupied with its
victory in the 1967 war. Syria’s President, Hafez Al-Assad is convinced that Israel had only
won the six-day war by subterfuge and saw no room for negotiations with Israel. He saw
war as the only way to deal with Israel and vehemently opposed the Resolution 242 that he
saw as a ‘liquidation of the Palestine question’.
However Assad was fully aware that he would never be able to unilaterally win the war and
is determined to gain Soviet military support. In return, the Soviet Union would gain a
greater influence in the Middle Eastern region through Syria.
In August 1973, Syria and Egypt signed a document declaring their intention to wage war
against Israel. With Egypt’s help and Soviet’s advanced military equipment, Syrian forces
managed to neutralise Israel’s air supremacy and broke through Israel defence lines,
occupying parts of the Sinai. However, on the 7 October, Egypt suddenly halted their
military attacks leaving Syria to face the full force of Israel’s attack alone. By 9 October, the
Syrians were retreating behind the Israeli-Syrian border established in the Six-Day war and
Syria was considered to have lost the war narrowly.
Assad is unlikely to stop the military attacks because unlike the Six-Day war, the Syrian army
was not crushed and Assad gained the respect of his people.
Furthermore, the oil embargo launched by the OAPEC also suggests that Syria has the
backing of the Arab states.
Non Aligned Movement
The Non-Aligned Movement was founded in 1961 by member states including Egypt,
Indonesia, India and Yugoslavia. Consisting of many Muslim-majority nations, the NonAligned Movement took an uncompromising stance against Israel. A month before the Yom
Kippur War, the fourth Non-Aligned Movement summit was held at Algiers where members
pledged support to Egypt, Syria and Jordan in ‘liberating their occupied territories by all
means.
The political declaration also demanded that Israeli forces withdraw from all Arab territories
occupied since 1967, and recognized the PLO as the “legitimate representative of the
Palestinian people and of their just struggle”.
Israel
Israel is committed to defending all of its territory, including those occupied after the victory
of the 1967 war. Despite the imminent military threat by the Arab states, Israel is
committed to reducing bloodshed as seen from then Prime Minister Golda Meir’s statement
that “Tel Aviv had no belligerent intentions, but that if Egypt or Syria began an offensive,
Israel will react militarily, with firmness and great strength."
Israel is largely dependent on US military aid and its refusal to launch a pre-emptive strike
has been regarded as a huge factor in the US’ agreement to provide military assistance.
Israel has also considered using its nuclear program in its strategy. While Meir has rejected
military advice for nuclear weapon use, she has armed the Jericho missiles, the principal
nuclear delivery system.

Soviet Union
The Soviet Union intends to force Israel to withdraw from the disputed territory. Prior to the
dispute, relations between the USSR and Israel suffered due to the Israel’s neutrality on the
Cold War. Soon after, Israel lent its support to the U.S government when it sought military
and civil aid from Western Europe and the U.S.
In response, the Soviet Union refused to allow Israelis living in its territory to leave the
country and aligned itself with Arab regimes. The 1973 Yom Kippur led to more tensions
between Tel-Aviv and Moscow as Egypt and Syria successfully occupied Western Sinai and
Golan Heights armed with up-to-date Soviet Military aid.
United States
The United States continued to commit military support and aid to Israel but was also
‘keenly aware of the stakes: Oil and [its] strategic position.’ The surprise attack on Yom
Kippur War by Egypt and Syria on Israel in October 1973 threatened relations between the
superpowers, into a new ground for war for the first time since the Cuban Missile Crisis in
1962. Despite the challenge of a detente between the two nations posed by the 1973 Yom
Kippur war, the US decided to intervene on Israel’s behalf, on grounds that the state could
not launch an offensive attack without adequate military equipment supply and that the
crisis was sowing turmoil in the Middle East region. American airlifts into Israel were a key
factor for Israel’s sustained military strength, triggering anger in Arab states.
The oil embargo has exposed the US vulnerability.
France and the UK
France supported the Arab states in their military attack against Israel, while the UK
retracted its support for Israel and Israel’s strongest ally, the US, in the Yom Kippur conflict.
Both nations imposed an arms embargo against Israel and France sold its Mirage planes
initially intended for Israel to Libya and Egypt instead. This marked a radical switch from the
support both nations gave to Israel before the Six-Day War in 1967.
The growing realisation of Arab oil reserves however has led incumbent French and British
Prime Ministers to commit to bettering relations with the Arab states as seen from French
President Georges Pompidou’s statement, “France must defend her large interests in the
area based on her traditional good relations with the Arab nations.”
China
China is fully aware that the Middle East is a strategic area for both US and USSR and is
cautious of any conflict between the two superpowers sparked from a competition for the
area. However, since the 1960s the Sino- Soviet split which led to a rivalry between China
and Russia, the growing threat on China’s northern borders from the USSR and Sino-U.S.
rapprochement in 1972, China is prepared to act in its own interests… even if this is in
opposition to the Soviet Union.
Fundamentally, China fears Soviet strategic encirclement through the Southward strategy
originating from Europe, implemented through the states in the Middle East, Africa and
eventually Southeast Asia.

Relevant treaties and/or resolutions
Balfour Declaration
Weissman-Feisal Agreement
UN General Assembly Resolution 181
Also known as the United Nations Partition Plan for Palestine in 1947 was a proposal for the
territory of Palestine to be partitioned when the British Mandate over Palestine was
terminated. The plan took into consideration the conflicting forces of Jewish and Arab
nationalism and envisaged the territory split into three parts: an Arab state, a Jewish state
and the City of Jerusalem. Arab or Jewish citizenship would be granted to individuals not by
ethnicity but by virtue of the location they reside in.This proposal was accepted by the
Jewish community but rejected by Arab leaders and governments who were unwilling to
accept any form of division of the territory. They invoke the principles of national selfdetermination in the UN Charter, citing the right for the people to decide their own destiny.
Resolution 181 was not implemented as civil war broke out following the adoption of the
resolution.
UN Security Council Resolution 242
This resolution was adopted in response to the Six Days War and clearly the outbreak of the
Yom Kippur violence illustrates the failed implementation of this resolution. The resolution
was representative of the ‘land for peace’ strategy
UN Security Council Resolution 248
This resolution was in response to the military action taken by Israel against Jordan It
condemns the military action launched by Israel as violating previous UNSC resolutions and
calls for an immediate ceasefire. Israel should also desist from such further acts. This
resolution also specifically calls for the SC to consider taking “more steps envisaged in the
Charter to prevent repetition of such acts” but no specific details on what steps the UNSC
should take were recorded
UNSC Resolution 252
Resolution 252, as an extension of Resolution 248 which called for a ceasefire on Israel’s
attack in Jordan. While Israel’s response was not recorded, notably, the US and Canada
abstained from the voting of this resolution.
UNSC Resolution 337
Resolution 337 is in response to Israel’s forcible seizure of a Lebanese airliner within
Lebanon’s air space and condemns Israel for breaching Lebanon’s territorial sovereignty.
The Khartoum Resolution
The resolution was drawn up by eight Arab states, Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Iraq,
Algeria, Kuwait, and Sudan, soon after Resolution 242 was drawn up. The states agreed to
use joint action to ensure the withdrawal of the aggressive Israeli forces which will be done
within the framework of the main principles by which the Arab States abide, namely, no
peace with Israel, no recognition of Israel, no negotiations with it, and insistence
on the rights of the Palestinian people in their own country. This is certainly in violation of
Resolution 242’s clause which calls for the termination of all claims over the territories of a
recognized state and acknowledgement of the sovereignty of Israel.

Questions to Consider
1. Seeing that previous UN resolutions that call for a ceasefire in the Yom Kippur War
have been ignored, how can the Security Council better enforce its resolution to
ensure a ceasefire?
2. The Yom Kippur War is the fifth violent clash in the larger Arab-Israeli Conflict. Given
the lack of recognition of Israel by the Arab states, how can the Security Council
ensure longstanding peace and a possible resolution to the Conflict?
3. Can the Yom Kippur War be resolved in a manner that prevents any rehashing of
Cold War tensions?
4. Also what is the Security Council’s stance on the sale of arms by the US and USSR to
their allies in the conflict?
5. What is the Security Council’s stance on the ownership of the disputed territory of
former Palestine?
6. How can the Security Council resolve the problem of displaced Palestinian refugees?
7. With the complication of the oil embargo, how can the Security Council resolve this
issue?
Past
http://www.sixdaywar.co.uk/sixdaywar-gmadler.pdf (accessed March 6. 2015).
http://israelipalestinian.procon.org/sourcefiles/1967Khartoum-Resolutions.pdf
The war
Al-Jazeera, Timeline: The War in October,
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/interactive/2013/10/timelinewar-october201310684341831534.html
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/the-yom-kippur-war-brings-united-statesandussr-to-brink-of-conflict
“The October War and US Policy.”
http://www2.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB98/#doc47
“The Arab Oil Embargo—40 Years Later.” http://csis.org/publication/arab-oil-embargo-40years-later
“Pompidou Says France Not Planning Release of Mirage Jets to Israel.”
http://www.jta.org/1969/07/11/archive/pompidou-says-france-not-planningrelease-ofmirage-jets-to-israel
“Secret Soviet-Israeli Negotiations on the Eve of the Yom Kippur War.”
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/e-dossier-no-31-secret-soviet-israeli-negotiations
“No Victor, No Vanquished – The Yom Kippur War”
http://www.hativa14.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Edgar_Oballance.pdf (
“President Nixon and the Role of Intelligence in the 1973 Arab-Israeli War”
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/historical-collection-publications/arab-israeliwar/nixon-arabisaeli-war.pdf

“The Impact of American Arms Transfers to Israel during the 1973 Yom Kippur War”,
http://www.israelcfr.com/documents/7-3/7-3-6-DavidRodman.pdf
“Caught on the Hop: The Yom Kippur War”, Time, October 2008,
http://www.carterscott.com/Yom%20Kippur%20War/Stephens%20%20Caught%20on%20the%20Hop%20-%20The%20Yom%20Kippur%20War.pdf

Timeline of the Arab-Israeli War (1947-1973)


























29 November 1947
December 1947
15 May 1948

UN resolution for the partition of Palestine
May 1948 Civil war in Palestine
Proclamation of the State of Israel and the outbreak of
the civil war
February – July 1949
Israel concludes armistice agreements with Egypt,
Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria
May 1950
Tripartite Declaration (Britain, France, and United
States) on regulation the supply of arms to the Middle
East
July 1952
Free Officers’ revolution in Egypt
February 1955
Baghdad Pact concluded between Iraq and Turkey
September 1955
Czech arms deal; military pact between Egypt and Syria
July 1956
Egypt nationalises Suez Canal
29 October 1956
Outbreak of the Suez War
March 1957
Israeli withdrawal from Sinai
February 1958
Syria and Egypt merge to form the United Arab Republic
(UAR)
July 1958
Revolution in Iraq
January 1964
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) founded on the
initiative of the Arab League to represent the
Palestinians
February 1966
Left-wing coup in Syria followed by increased PLO
activity against Israel
5 – 10 June 1967
Six-Day War
1 September 1967
Arab League summit at Khartoum: “The Three No’s”
22 November 1967
UN Security Council Resolution 242 passed
March 1969 – August 1970 Israeli-Egyptian War of Attrition
September 1970
Jordanian civil war, “Black September”
28 September 1970
Nasser dies; Anwar el-Sadat succeeds
February 1971
Israel rebuffs Sadat’s peace overture
July 1972
Sadat expels Soviet military advisers
6 October 1973
Eruption of the Yom Kippur War
16 October 1973
Oil embargo by OAPEC

Procedure

