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Description of the committee: UN WATER
UNWater is an interagency mechanism, to coordinate the efforts of UN entities and international organizations, such

as WHO and UNICEF, working on water and sanitation issues.
Water issues run through all of the UN’s main focus areas - over 30 UN organisations carry out water and
sanitation programmes. UNWater’s role is to coordinate so that the UN family ‘delivers as one’ in response
to water related challenges.
The overarching focus of UN Water members and partners is to support UN Member States to sustainably
manage water and sanitation, though:
-

Informing Policies
Monitoring and Reporting
Inspiring Action

The issue at hand:
Water is at the core of sustainable development and is critical for socio-economic development, healthy
ecosystems and for human survival itself. It is vital for reducing the global burden of disease and improving
the health, welfare and productivity of populations. It is central to the production and preservation of a
host of benefits and services for people. Water is also at the heart of adaptation to climate change, serving
as the crucial link between the climate system, human society and the environment.
Water is a finite and irreplaceable resource that is fundamental to human well-being. It is only renewable if
well managed. Today, more than 1.7 billion people live in river basins where depletion through use exceeds
natural recharge, a trend that will see two-thirds of the world’s population living in water-stressed countries
by 2025. Water can pose a serious challenge to sustainable development but managed efficiently and
equitably, water can play a key enabling role in strengthening the resilience of social, economic and
environmental systems in the light of rapid and unpredictable changes.

Facts and figures












1 in 4 health care facilities lacks basic water services
3 in 10 people lack access to safely managed drinking water services and 6 in 10 people lack
access to safely managed sanitation facilities.
At least 892 million people continue to practice open defecation.
Women and girls are responsible for water collection in 80 per cent of households without access
to water on premises.
Between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of the global population using an improved drinking
water source has increased from 76 per cent to 90 per cent
Water scarcity affects more than 40 per cent of the global population and is projected to rise.
Over 1.7 billion people are currently living in river basins where water use exceeds recharge.
2.4 billion people lack access to basic sanitation services, such as toilets or latrines
More than 80 per cent of wastewater resulting from human activities is discharged into rivers or
sea without any pollution removal
Each day, nearly 1,000 children die due to preventable water and sanitation-related diarrheal
diseases
Approximately 70 per cent of all water abstracted from rivers, lakes and aquifers is used for
irrigation
Floods and other water-related disasters account for 70 per cent of all deaths related to natural
disasters

UNWater and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
UN-Water has helped place water and sanitation at the heart of recent milestone agreements such
as the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. UN-Water brought together technical advice
from UN entities and external organisations and helped shape Sustainable Development Goal 6
(SDG 6) to “Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all”. As a
result, SDG 6 and its various targets take the entire water and sanitation cycle into account.

Find out your country’s progress with SDG 6: https://www.sdg6data.org/

Core knowledge: The Water Cycle:
Water in its various forms is always on the move, in a complex process known as the water cycle. Global
warming is already having a measurable effect on this cycle, changing the amount, distribution, timing, and
quality of available water. For example, a warmer climate is causing more water to evaporate from both
land and oceans; in turn, a warmer atmosphere can hold more water. Changes like this are expected to lead
to specific, and in many cases negative, consequences.

Challenges:
The availability of water is
becoming less predictable in
many places, and increased
incidences of natural disasters
and flooding threaten to
destroy water points and
sanitation
facilities
and
contaminate water sources.
Higher temperatures and
more
extreme,
less
predictable,
weather
conditions are affecting
availability and distribution of
rainfall, snowmelt, river flows
and groundwater, further
deteriorating water quality.

Low-income communities,
who are already the most
vulnerable to any threats to
water supply are usually the
worst affected.
More floods and severe droughts are predicted. Changes in water availability will also impact health
and food security and have already proven to trigger refugee dynamics and political instability.
In some regions, droughts are exacerbating water scarcity and negatively impacting people’s health
and productivity.
Ensuring that everyone has access to sustainable water and sanitation services is a critical climate
change mitigation strategy for the years ahead.

Core knowledge: The complexity of water and sanitation.
Water is complex because it is linked to almost everything in the world. But complexity should not hinder
understanding: Water is a precondition for human existence and for the sustainability of the planet.
In this background guide, explore the multiple dimensions of water and sanitation
All research should start here: https://www.UNWater.org/water-facts/ to get a good understanding of the many
issues connected to water.

Explore the multiple dimensions of water and sanitation

https://www.UN
Water.org/waterfacts/
http://sdg.iisd.org/
sdgs/goal-6-cleanwater-sanitation/
70 articles, 44
briefings all in one
UN hub

Try to understand the causes, effects and potential solutions to each of the issues above.
https://www.unwater.org/ Try ‘Water Facts’ as a starting point.

Key water dimension 1: Water Scarcity

Water scarcity can mean scarcity in availability due to physical shortage, or scarcity in access due to,
- the failure of institutions to ensure a regular supply
- a lack of adequate infrastructure.
Water scarcity already affects every continent. Water use has been growing globally at more than twice the
rate of population increase in the last century, and an increasing number of regions are reaching the limit
at which water services can be sustainably delivered, especially in dry regions. Water scarcity will be
exacerbated as rapidly growing urban areas place heavy pressure on neighbouring water resources. Climate
amplifies the already complex relationship between world development and water demand.
There is not a global water shortage as such, but individual countries and regions need to urgently tackle
the critical problems presented by water stress.
Water has to be treated as a scarce resource, with a far stronger focus on managing demand. Integrated
water resources management provides a broad framework for governments to align water use patterns with
the needs and demands of different users, including the environment.

Key water dimension 2: Water, Sanitation and Hygiene

WASH
The benefits of having access to an improved drinking water source can only be fully realised when there
is also access to improved sanitation and adherence to good hygiene practices. Beyond the immediate,
obvious advantages of people being hydrated and healthier, access to water, sanitation and hygiene – known
collectively as WASH – has profound wider socio-economic impacts, particularly for women and girls.
Access to safe water and sanitation are human rights, as recognised in 2010 by the United Nations
General Assembly. For universal fulfilment of these rights to become reality, we will need the right systems:
well-resourced, capable institutions delivering services and changing behaviour in appropriate ways.
Today, 2.2 billion people lack access to safely managed drinking water and 4.2 billion people lack safely
managed sanitation services. Unsafe hygiene practices are widespread, compounding the effects on people’s
health. The impact on child mortality rates is devastating with more than 297 000 children under five who
die annually from diarrhoeal diseases due to poor sanitation, poor hygiene, or unsafe drinking water.
Without improved sanitation – a facility that safely separates human waste from human contact – people
have no choice but to use inadequate communal latrines or to practise open defecation. In the immediate
environment, exposed faecal matter will be transferred back into people’s food and water resources, helping
to spread serious diseases such as cholera. Beyond the community, the lack of effective waste disposal or
sewerage systems can contaminate ecosystems and contribute to disease pandemics. In some parts of the
world there is little or no awareness of good hygiene practices and their role in reducing the spread of
disease. However, it is often the case that even when people do have knowledge of good hygiene behaviour,
they lack the soap, safe water and washing facilities they need to make positive changes to protect
themselves and their community.

WASH and health

The impact of universal access to WASH on global health would be profound. There is the potential to
save the lives of the 829,000 people who currently die every year from diseases directly caused by unsafe
water, inadequate sanitation and poor hygiene practices, and we could also drastically reduce child
malnourishment, and help alleviate physical and mental under-development. Today, 50% of child
malnutrition is associated with unsafe water, inadequate sanitation and poor hygiene. Women and girls
would have the facilities and knowledge to be able to manage their menstrual cycles in safety and dignity.
Similarly, during pregnancy, childbirth, and post-natal care, medical staff, expectant mothers and their
families will be better equipped to ensure newborn children are given the safest possible start in life.
https://www.unwater.org/water-facts/water-sanitation-and-hygiene/

Questions to consider:
Do the people I represent; have access to clean water; have appropriate sanitation?
What infrastructure, legislation and policies need to be put in place to improve this?

WASH and education
School and childhood should go hand in hand, but many children in low-income communities with no
access to WASH are unable to attend class because they are sick with a diarrhoeal disease or, particularly in
the case of girls in rural areas, because they have to spend large parts of each day fetching water for their

family.
For children who are in school, the situation may be no better than at home: globally, around a
third of schools have no safe water supply or adequate sanitation, leaving children dehydrated and
less able to concentrate, and forcing pupils to use inadequate latrines or go to the toilet outside in
the school grounds.
For adolescent girls, the presence of a safe water supply and clean, functioning, private toilet
facilities can be the difference between dropping out and getting an education. Furthermore,
hygiene education at school can begin a lifetime of better health for all children.

WASH and livelihoods
The disease and time burden associated with lack of access to WASH prevents many adults from
earning a living or fulfilling their potential in the professional arena. Not only could access to
WASH free up adults, particularly women, to do more productive activities, the establishment and
maintenance of WASH services would create associated employment.
Access to WASH can help drive progress towards the SDGs concerned with poverty, work and
economic growth, not least because it will help achieve gender equity. It is women and girls who
bear the burden of collecting water and caring for relatives made sick by lack of WASH, and who
often miss out on education due to the domestic roles assigned to them. Lack of WASH
exacerbates the marginalization of females by locking them into a cycle of poverty and drudgery,
with wider consequences for society and national economies.

Key water dimension 3: Water Quality and Wastewater
Good water quality is essential to human health, social and economic development, and the ecosystem.
However, as populations grow and natural environments become degraded, ensuring there are sufficient
and safe water supplies for everyone is becoming increasingly challenging.
Globally, 80% of wastewater flows back into the ecosystem without being treated or reused, contributing
to a situation where around 1.8 billion people use a source of drinking water contaminated with faeces,
putting them at risk of contracting cholera, dysentery, typhoid and polio. Far from being something to
discard or ignore, wastewater will play a major role in meeting the growing water demand in rapidly
expanding cities, enhancing energy production and industrial development, and supporting sustainable
agriculture.
More than just an alternative source of water, safe wastewater management could help protect our
ecosystems and give us energy, nutrients and other recoverable materials. A more sustainable economy
requires us to value wastewater for its potential, rather than discard or ignore it.
Mainly in low-income areas of cities and towns within developing countries, a large proportion of
wastewater is discharged directly into the closest surface water drain or informal drainage channel,
sometime without or with very little treatment. In addition to household effluent and human waste, urbanbased hospitals and industries such as small-scale mining and motor garages, often dump highly toxic
chemicals and medical waste into the wastewater system.
The availability of safe and sufficient water supplies is closely linked to how wastewater is managed.
Increased amounts of untreated sewage, combined with agricultural runoff and industrial discharge, have
degraded water quality and contaminated water resources around the world. Water must be carefully
managed during every part of the water cycle: from fresh water abstraction, pre-treatment, distribution, use,
collection and post-treatment, to the use of treated wastewater and its ultimate return to the environment,
ready to be abstracted to start the cycle again. Due to population growth, accelerated urbanisation and
economic development, the quantity of wastewater generated and its overall pollution load are increasing
globally. A major part of the solution is to produce less pollution and improve the way we manage
wastewater.
Even in cities where wastewater is collected and treated, the efficiency of treatment may vary according to
the system used. However, water used by a municipal authority for irrigating green spaces or cleaning streets
does not need to be treated to a drinkable standard. Treating wastewater to a water quality standard
appropriate to its intended use increases the potential for cost recovery.
Societal and environmental pressures over recent years have led to a growing movement for industry to
reduce its wastewater and to treat it before discharge. Wastewater is now seen as a potential resource and
its use, or recycling after suitable treatment, can provide economic and financial benefits. Societal and
environmental pressures over recent years have led to a growing movement for industry to reduce its
wastewater and to treat it before discharge. Wastewater is now seen as a potential resource and its use, or
recycling after suitable treatment, can provide economic and financial benefits.

Questions to consider:
Is wastewater affecting access to clean water in my country?
How does my country treat and use wastewater?
Could better use of wastewater be a possible solution to problems with water scarcity?
Are there other countries who are efficiently recycling their wastewater?
Who else (NGOs, charities, etc.) could support with this?

Key water dimension 4: Water and gender
Without safe drinking water, adequate sanitation and hygiene facilities at home and in places of work and
education, it is disproportionately harder for women and girls to lead safe, productive, healthy lives.

Across low-income countries, women and girls have primary responsibility for management of household
water supply, sanitation and health. Often, fulfilling these roles precludes any other occupation or
participation in education, and their marginalization is compounded by the indignity and insecurity of
having nowhere private to go to the toilet. Addressing the needs of females in relation to water, sanitation
and hygiene is a key driver in achieving gender equity and locking the potential of half of global society.
In many countries, the presence or absence of a safe and sufficient water supply and improved sanitation
facilities has a disproportionate effect on the lives of women and girls for three main reasons. First, women
and girls usually bear the responsibility for collecting water, which is often very time-consuming and
arduous.
Second, women and girls are more vulnerable to abuse and attack while walking to and using a toilet or
open defecation site. And third, women have specific hygiene needs during menstruation, pregnancy and
child rearing.

And third, women have specific hygiene needs during menstruation, pregnancy and child
rearing.
At the local level, gender-sensitive approaches are helping to improve the suitability, sustainability and reach
of water and sanitation services by both focusing on and involving women in the facilities’ design,
implementation and management.
Embedding gender equity into policy at all levels will be crucial to achieving water and sanitation for all,
which in turn will help advance many other parts of the SDG agenda, particularly education and work.

Questions to consider:
How are females affected by access to water in your country?
Are there particular groups of people who particularly lack access/affected more by lack of access to
water?
How can a resolution consider the needs of women, girls and – specifically pre and postnatal phases?
What systems could be put in place to improve this?
Who else (NGOs, charities, etc.) could support with this?

Data and monitoring

https://washdata.org/
The WHO/UNICEF Joint
Monitoring Programme for
Water Supply, Sanitation and
Hygiene (JMP) has reported
country, regional and global
estimates of progress on
drinking water, sanitation and
hygiene (WASH) since 1990.
The JMP maintains an
extensive global database and
has become the leading source
of comparable estimates of
progress at national, regional
and
global
levels.
The
infographic highlights how

water management and
sanitation is monitored and
classified.

Useful Links
UN Water:
https://www.UNWater.org
JMP Monitoring data
https://washdata.org/monit
oring
5 ways climate change is
affecting water:
https://www.nationalgeogra
phic.com/climatechange/how-to-live-withit/water.html
SDG6
https://www.un.org/sustain
abledevelopment/waterand-sanitation/
CIA Factbook, Guide to
country profiles:
https://www.cia.gov/library
/publications/the-worldfactbook/docs/profileguide.
html
WASH data monitoring:
https://washdata.org/monit
oring

Compulsory: add
the UN logo

Optional: add your
flag

Position Paper Template
The PP should be one page long and submitted by Friday 07.12 at 5pm to ensure you can be
considered for conference awards
Committee:
Country:
Delegate name:
School:
Paragraph 1: Introduction and importance of topic
What is the issue at hand?
What effect is this issue having on people and the ecosystem?
Where in the world are the most pressing examples of this issue?
In your nation’s opinion why is the issue important to address?
Paragraph 2: National situation and national action
How do the issues affect your country or region?
What actions has your country taken to address the issue?
Have these actions been successful?
Paragraph 3: International Action / engagement
What key UN resolutions or agreements is your country signatory to?
E.g: (The United Nations has long been addressing the global crisis caused by insufficient water supply to satisfy basic human needs and growing demands on the
world’s water resources to meet human, commercial and agricultural needs. The United Nations Water Conference (1977), the International Drinking Water
Supply and Sanitation Decade (1981-1990), the International Conference on Water and the Environment (1992) and the Earth Summit (1992) — all focused
on this vital resource. The ‘Water for Life’ International Decade for Action 2005-2015 helped around 1.3 billion people in developing countries gain access to safe
drinking water and drove progress on sanitation as part of the effort to meet the Millennium Development Goals. Recent milestone agreements include the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, the 2015-2030 Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, the 2015 Addis Ababa Action Agenda on Financing
for Development, and the 2015 Paris Agreement within the UN Convention Framework on Climate Change.)

How has your country engaged with other countries / NGOs around these issues?
Do you have any other bilateral agreements? Have these actions/agreements been successful? How?
Paragraph 4: What should be done? What would your country like your committee to do to
address the issues?
Consider:
Does your committee have the power / remit to implement these changes – e.g… ‘sanctions’ is not
in the remit of any committee except the Security Council)
Are these solutions country/ situation specific?
Are these solutions that all or a majority of countries will adopt? Are these solutions realistic?
What legal / policy/ financial / technological / social expertise is needed to deliver these solutions?
How will these proposals be paid for?
How will progress be monitored?

