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Description of the Committee: United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
In the first decades after the formation of the United Nations (UN) in 1945, concern for the environment was
neither a serious issue nor part of the global agenda. It was not until the 1960s that oil spills and maritime
pollution spurred debate about protecting the environment; subsequent research proved that the environment
was indeed deteriorating at an alarming rate. As such, the United Nations recognized the environment as a
global issue that needed to be addressed.
Established in 1972 at the UN Conference on the Human Environment, also known as the Stockholm
Convention, and presented to the General Assembly through Resolution 2997, the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) became the United Nation’s environmental conscience. Based in Nairobi,
Kenya, the UNEP was created to “provide leadership and encourage partnership in caring for the environment
by inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and peoples to improve their quality of life without compromising
that of future generations.”1
UNEP acts as a catalyst, advocate, educator and facilitator to promote the wise use and sustainable development
of the global environment. To accomplish this, UNEP works with a wide range of partners, including United
Nations entities, international organizations, national governments, non- governmental organizations, the
private sector and civil society. UNEP work encompasses:
• Assessing global, regional and national environmental conditions and trends
• Developing international and national environmental instruments
• Strengthening institutions for the wise management of the environment
• Facilitating the transfer of knowledge and technology for sustainable development
• Encouraging new partnerships and mind-sets within civil society and the private sector.
UNEP's global and cross-sectoral outlook is reflected in its organizational structure, its activities and is
personnel. Being based in Africa gives UNEP a clear advantage in understanding the environmental issues
facing the world's developing countries.

1 UNEP Organization Profile (Nairobi: United Nations Environment Programme, 2005

Topic: Climate Change
What is Climate Change?
The Earth’s climate has always experienced change. There have been times in the prehistoric past when the
Earth was very hot, and other times of cooling, when much of the northern hemisphere was continuously
buried under sheets of ice. These changes have been the process of natural cycles of heating and cooling.
However in recent years, something new has happened –the earth is rapidly heating up, a process called ‘Global
Warming’, as a result of the rapid growth and development of industrial human society. While the extent to
which humans cause or impact upon climate change has in the past been a contentious subject, it is undeniable
that these changes are occurring at a faster and faster rate and may soon begin to threaten human society as we
know it.
What Causes Global Warming?
All life on Earth is built from carbon – it is one of the main building blocks of the bodies of animals and plants.
Over many millions of years as dead animals and plants have become buried in the soil or under the sea, the
pressure from the weight of the earth has pressed this carbon into new different forms: oil, coal, and natural gas.
Since the industrial revolution 250 years ago, human beings have been digging these “fossil fuels” out of the
ground, and burning them as a source of heat and power. Use of these fuels has transformed human existence,
creating the modern world. However, when “fossil fuels” are burnt the energy and the carbon within them is
released into the atmosphere as carbon dioxide (CO2) At heart, what we have done is moved carbon that was
buried in the earth into the skies. Carbon dioxide exists naturally in the earth’s atmosphere along with other
gases such as oxygen, but in recent history human activity has caused the amount of carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere to greatly increase.
Carbon dioxide is a “greenhouse gas”. Greenhouse gases in the atmosphere are the primary cause of climate
change. They trap heat from sunlight in the Earth’s atmosphere rather than allowing it to radiate into space,
resulting in Global Warming and climate change. As this warming takes place it threatens to transform the
natural systems on which human societies depend.
Is It Real?
For many years Global Warming was a controversial topic. Many people argued that it did not actually exist.
Others said that even if it did exist it was part of the Earth’s natural heating and cooling cycle and was not
caused by the actions of human beings. However, today the vast majority of scientists agree about Global
Warming and its causes. In fact over 99% of scientific papers published in recent years support that Global
Warming exists and that it has been caused by human beings.
The case against Global Warming is generally not made by scientists but by people who do not believe in it
because of their cultural or religious values and beliefs, or their economic interests. For example, for many years
leading oil companies supported and publicized the work of the few scientists who challenged the existence of
Global Warming. In addition certain countries such as the United States and Australia had governments that did
not accept Global Warming or “climate change.” However, over the past years this has changed. Today both of
these nations accept that concerted action to combat the causes and effects of climate change is urgently
required. Even the oil companies now accept the reality of this challenge. Current debates tend to focus on how
great the impact of climate change will be, how rapidly its effects will be felt, and what actions, if any, should be
taken to slow or stop it.

The Effects of Global Warming on our Planet’s Climate
In recent years the temperature of the planet has increased rapidly. Average yearly temperatures of the air and
the oceans are currently at the highest level ever recorded. Rising temperatures have had a number of effects:
• Shifting weather patterns: As the Earth’s temperature changes, weather patterns have transformed. This has
resulted in a number of disturbances which may be linked to severe droughts in Africa, southern
Europe, Australia, and North America.
• Melting Ice Caps: Much of the Arctic and Antarctic regions of the world are covered in permanent ice and
great glaciers. With the warming of the Earth this ice has begun to melt. Some scientists believe that
within 15 years the polar (Arctic) ice cap will completely disappear, and become ocean. As the ice melts,
the water in it floods into the oceans, raising the levels of the ocean around the world. The melting of
the ice caps is already causing great challenges to many species of animals, including the polar bear,
which may become extinct.
• Species displacement: As temperatures shift, plants and animals that have adapted to a specific climate are
forced to move to cooler locations. Some species that are unable to do this will become extinct. Other
species that are problematic to humans, such as malaria-carrying mosquitoes, may move into parts of the
world that were previously too cool for them.
• Acidification of the Oceans: As more carbon dioxide enters the atmosphere, some of it is absorbed by water
in the oceans. This causes the oceans to become more acidic. Since more acidic waters absorb calcium it
makes it harder for coral reefs to form, and for sea creatures to form shells. This could have a huge
impact on oceanic ecosystems, endangering many marine life forms.
Potential Impacts of Climate Change on Human Beings
Inequality of cause and effect: Global Warming has been largely caused by the people of the developed world. For
example the average American produces 20 times more carbon dioxide each year than the average Bangladeshi.
But the poor and vulnerable around the world are being most affected by the changes climate change is creating.

Food Crisis: As the climate changes, food production is threatened. Extreme weather means that crops are
threatened by drought or floods. This, along with population growth, poor farming practices, and the
replacement of food crops by crops that are turned into biofuels such as ethanol, has led to a global food crisis.
Prices of basics such as wheat, rice and corn have increased rapidly.
People living in dry areas such as Ethiopia and Sudan have been particularly affected by famine caused by
drought and the ever growing desert. Additionally, damage to oceanic systems caused by Global Warming may
make life more difficult for nations in which fish play a major part of the diet or economy.

http://environment.about.com/od/globalwarming/a/food_shortages.htm
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/08/climate-change-set-fuel-global-food-crisis-150814144555459.html
Water: Fresh water supplies are endangered by Global Warming. Much of the world relies on the slow release of
water from glaciers or snow. Glaciers around the world are slowly disappearing,
When these are gone, drought may affect millions of people, particularly in the Indian subcontinent.
Climate- linked flooding may be the cause of fresh water system contamination, while shifts in weather patterns
could be the cause of drought.
Read more about climate change and water here:
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/environ.shtml
http://www.unwater.org/topics/water-and-climate-change/en/
http://water.worldbank.org/topics/water-resources-management/water-and-climate-change

Displacement and Migration: Global Warming may make some nations uninhabitable. Small Island states such as
Tuvalu in the South Pacific may completely disappear under rising seas. Rising seas also threaten the existence
of many of the world’s coastal cities, such as New York, Mumbai, and London. It is estimated that over 1/3 of
Bangladesh could be flooded in the near future. Already rising salt water is damaging food production in 20% of
that country. These and problems linked to drought (see above) are likely to cause mass migration of people
creating millions of climate refugees. As populations compete for increasingly scarce resources such as good
land and fresh water, tension and war become more likely.

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/video/2015/aug/06/climate-refugees-the-communities-displacedby-global-warming-video
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49e4a5096.html
http://time.com/4024210/climate-change-migrants/
Questions to consider
1. How is climate change behind the movements of millions of people?
2. What actions can the UN take to help people adapt to the effects of Global Warming?
3. What should be done for people of small island states whose nations disappear due to Global
Warming?
4. Should the UN change the definition of refugee to include climate refugees? Should countries
offer the same legal protection to climate refugees?

Mitigation: What can be done to halt climate change? Amongst the most important ways to slow or “mitigate”
climate change is to stop the amount of CO2 and other greenhouse gases being released into the atmosphere.
Over the past 100ys, most of the carbon added to the atmosphere has come from “developed” countries such as
the countries of N America and Europe. People in these countries tend to use a lot of fuel to power cars, gas or
coal to heat houses, and electricity to power their appliances. The recent rapid development of nations such as
India and China also means that the amount of carbon released into the atmosphere is increasing.
Questions to Consider
1. Why might it be harder for people in developing nations to adapt to climate change?
2. Who should pay costs associated with helping people adapt?
http://www.unep.org/climatechange/mitigation/
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Some Key Ways to Mitigate Climate Change Are:
Energy Efficiency: The most obvious way to slow down greenhouse gas emissions is to burn fewer fossil fuels. To
do this energy should be used more efficiently. This can be done through making appliances more energyefficient (using long-life lightbulbs, for instance), making buildings more efficient (through better insulation or
heating systems), making transport more efficient (creating more public transport, driving smaller vehicles,
promoting use of bicycles and walking). A key element in energy efficiency is promoting lifestyle changes. Key
lifestyle changes could include: less use of airplanes, buying and consuming less, driving smaller cars or walking,
working closer to home, eating foods grown locally instead of shipped or flown long distances, shifting to a
vegetarian diet (meat is less energy efficient to produce), etc.
Finding Alternatives to Carbon-Based Fuels: If we use less oil, gas and coal we will put less carbon in the atmosphere.
One way to do this is to get energy from other sources. Amongst these are nuclear energy, which comes from
the splitting of uranium atoms and does not produce carbon. This is a controversial source of power, as nuclear
energy produces dangerous radioactive waste and can cause deadly releases of radiation into the atmosphere (for
example, the Chernobyl Disaster in 1986 which contaminated many of Europe’s crops and is said to have
caused over 4,000 cancer deaths in the surrounding area). Other alternatives are “sustainable” sources of energy
which are carbon-free such as wind, tides, hydroelectric (dams), and solar power: but these each have their own
disadvantages in addition to their obvious benefits to the environment.
The Key Role of Technology: For sustainable energy to reach its full potential we will need rapid technological
change. For example, cars run on cleanly generated electricity need powerful batteries, so they can run a long
time. Until such batteries are developed such cars remain only a dream, although the development of hydrogenpowered vehicles (as currently being investigated) may also have potential as a cleaner source of power. Even if
technologies are created, they may be too expensive to compete with the cheap energy provided by oil and coal.
It is also unclear how developing nations would pay to use this energy.
Questions to Consider
1. What can be done to promote the development and adaptation of new technologies?
2. For Research – Are there any technological innovations which seem especially promising or exciting?
3. What can be done to ensure poor nations have access to technology that may impact upon climate change?

Strengthening and Protecting Natural Systems: The world’s oceans and forests play a key role in keeping our planet
cool. As they grow, trees absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, as does ocean plankton. In much of the
developed world forests have already been destroyed, but there remain huge forests in nations such as Brazil,
Indonesia and Malaysia. Unfortunately, these forests are shrinking quickly as trees are chopped down and sold
for timber, or lands are cleared to grow crops such as soybeans or palm oil. Rapid deforestation endangers
species, threatening our planet’s biodiversity. Protecting forests can be difficult as local people, many of whom
are poor, would understandably rather sell land or illegally chop down trees than go hungry, while corrupt
politicians may prefer bribes from logging companies or agri- businesses to protecting the planet. Some ask why
people in the developing world should not seek to use natural resources to get out of poverty, when the
developed nations in the world have already destroyed their local environments to become wealthy.
Questions to Consider
1. What actions could be taken to encourage the people of developing countries to protect their forests?
International Cooperation
In order to halt climate change, the nations of the world have sought to create agreements in which each nation
acts to reduce the amount of carbon it releases each year. This is called a Carbon Cap. Getting such agreements
has been difficult. The first major agreement, called the Kyoto Protocol, called for different levels of reduction
for different types of country. Developed nations were asked to reduce their emissions to the same levels as in
1990, while industrialized countries as a whole to reduce their emissions of greenhouse gases by 5.2% by 2015.
Different countries have different targets – for example the target for the nations of the European Union is 8%
reductions. However, developing nations were not given numerical targets, as their emissions per capita were
already low and they were not seen as the primary cause of the problem. Additionally two major polluters did
not initially sign the Kyoto Protocol: the United States and Australia.
The Kyoto agreement allows developed countries (also called Annex 1 countries) to “reduce” their emissions
through a number of mechanisms. Through the Clean Development Mechanism if a developed country helped a
poor country to reduce its emissions, for example by helping a poor country build a hydroelectric dam, the
developed country can count this reduction of towards their own carbon quota. Another mechanism is Carbon
Trading. Carbon Trading means that if a country reduces its emission by more than its target, it can make money
by “selling” its extra carbon credit to a country that is having trouble meeting its targets.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ReOj12UAus4 http://science.howstuffworks.com/environmental/greenscience/carbon-trading.htm

Question to Consider
1. Do you think Carbon Trading and the Clean Development Mechanism will help halt climate change?

UNFCCC
The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, or “UNFCCC”, was adopted during the Rio
de Janeiro Earth Summit in 1992. It entered into force on 21 March 1994 and has been ratified by 196 States,
which constitute the “Parties” to the Convention – its stakeholders. This Framework Convention is a universal
convention of principle, acknowledging the existence of anthropogenic (human-induced) climate change and
giving industrialized countries the major part of responsibility for combating it.
The Conference of the Parties (COP), made up of all “States Parties”, is the Convention’s supreme decisionmaking body. It meets every year in a global session where decisions are made to meet goals for combating
climate change. Decisions can only be made unanimously by the States Parties or by consensus. The detailed
rules for the implementation of the Kyoto Protocol were adopted at COP 7 in Marrakesh, Morocco, in 2001,
and are referred to as the "Marrakesh Accords." Its first commitment period started in 2008 and ended in 2012.
In Doha, Qatar, on 8 December 2012, the "Doha Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol" was adopted. The
amendment includes:
• New commitments for Annex I Parties to the Kyoto Protocol who agreed to take on commitments in a
second commitment period from 1 January 2013 to 31 December 2020;
• A revised list of greenhouse gases (GHG) to be reported on by Parties in the second commitment
period; and
• Amendments to several articles of the Kyoto Protocol which specifically referenced issues pertaining to
the first commitment period and which needed to be updated for the second commitment period.
The Millennium Development Goals
At the beginning of the new millennium, world leaders gathered at the United Nations to shape a broad vision
to fight poverty in its many dimensions. That vision, which was translated into eight Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs), has remained the overarching development framework for the world for the past 15 years.
Outlined below is the success of the MDG 7 to date.

Although significant achievements have been made on many of the MDG targets worldwide, progress has been
uneven across regions and countries, leaving significant gaps.
Millions of people are being left behind, especially the poorest and those disadvantaged because of their sex, age,
disability, ethnicity or geographic location.

Climate change and environmental degradation undermine progress achieved, and poor people suffer the most.
Global emissions of carbon dioxide have increased by over 50 per cent since 1990. Addressing the unabated rise
in greenhouse gas emissions and the resulting likely impacts of climate change, such as altered ecosystems,
weather extremes and risks to society, remains an urgent, critical challenge for the global community.
An estimated 5.2 million hectares of forest were lost in 2010, an area about the size of Costa Rica.
Overexploitation of marine fish stocks led to declines in the percentage of stocks within safe biological limits,
down from 90 per cent in 1974 to 71per cent in 2011.
Species are declining overall in numbers and distribution. This means they are increasingly threatened with
extinction. Water scarcity affects 40 per cent of people in the world and is projected to increase. Poor people’s
livelihoods are more directly tied to natural resources, and as they often live in the most vulnerable areas, they
suffer the most from environmental degradation
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
The SDGs are a new, universal set of goals, targets and indicators that UN member states will be expected to
use to frame their agendas and political policies over the next 15 years.
The SDGs follow and expand on the MDGs, which are due to expire at the end of this year. There is broad
agreement that, while the MDGs provided a focal point for governments – a framework around which they
could develop policies and overseas aid programmes designed to end poverty and improve the lives of poor
people – as well as a rallying point for NGOs to hold them to account, they were too narrow.
Five out of the proposed seventeen goals focus directly on the environment and climate change,
• Goal 7 – Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all
• Goal 12 – Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns
• Goal 13 – Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts (taking note of agreements made
by the UNFCCC forum)
• Goal 14 – Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable
development
• Goal 15 – Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage
forests, combat desertification and halt and reverse land degradation, and halt biodiversity loss
From the 30th of November to the 11th of December 2015, France will be hosting and presiding the 21st
Session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(COP21/CMP11), otherwise known as “Paris 2015”. COP21 will be a crucial conference, as it needs to
achieve a new international agreement on the climate, applicable to all countries, with the aim of keeping
global warming below 2°C. France will therefore be playing a leading international role to ensure points of
view converge and to facilitate the search for consensus by the United Nations, as well as within the
European Union, which has a major role in climate negotiations.

TERMS AND CONCEPTS
•
•

•
•
•

•

•

•

•

•

Climate Change: a variation of the earth’s climate that can be directly or indirectly attributed to human
activity.
Greenhouse Gasses: The atmospheric gases responsible for causing global warming and climate change.
The major GHGs are carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4) and nitrous oxide (N20). Less prevalent -but very powerful -- greenhouse gases are hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), perfluorocarbons (PFCs) and
sulphur hexafluoride (SF6).
Atmosphere: The gaseous envelope surrounding the earth.
Drought: The phenomenon that exists when precipitation has been significantly below normal recorded
levels.
Mitigation: In the context of climate change, a human intervention to reduce the sources of greenhouse
gases. Examples include using fossil fuels more efficiently for industrial processes or electricity
generation, switching to solar energy or wind power, improving the insulation of buildings, and
expanding forests and other "sinks" to remove greater amounts of carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere.
Annex I countries: The industrialized countries listed in this annex to the Convention which were
committed to return their greenhouse-gas emissions to 1990 levels by the year 2000 as per Article 4.2
(a) and (b). They have also accepted emissions targets for the period 2008-12 as per Article 3 and
Annex B of the Kyoto Protocol. They include the 24 original OECD members, the European Union,
and 14 countries with economies in transition. (Croatia, Liechtenstein, Monaco, and Slovenia joined
Annex 1 at COP-3, and the Czech Republic and Slovakia replaced Czechoslovakia.)
Emission Trading: One of the three Kyoto mechanisms, by which an Annex I Party may transfer Kyoto
Protocol units to or acquire units from another Annex I Party. An Annex I Party must meet specific
eligibility requirements to participate in emissions trading.
Clean Development Mechanisms: A mechanism under the Kyoto Protocol through which developed
countries may finance greenhouse-gas emission reduction or removal projects in developing countries,
and receive credits for doing so which they may apply towards meeting mandatory limits on their own
emissions.
Joint Implementation: A mechanism under the Kyoto Protocol through which a developed country can
receive "emissions reduction units" when it helps to finance projects that reduce net greenhouse-gas
emissions in another developed country (in practice, the recipient state is likely to be a country with an
"economy in transition"). An Annex I Party must meet specific eligibility requirements to participate in
joint implementation.
Environmental Sound Technologies: Technologies that protect the environment, are less polluting, use
resources in a more sustainable manner, recycle more of their wastes and products, and handle residual
wastes in a more acceptable manner than the technologies for which they were substitutes and are
compatible with nationally determined and socio- economic, cultural, and environmental priorities.

Initial Country research – before you write your position paper. Chairs will expect to see evidence that
you have researched your country position thoroughly.
Your Country and Climate Change
Name of Country_____________________
You may not be able to find information on all of the below, but the more you can find, the more of an expert
you will be on climate change, and the affect on your country. The section on the Human Impact is particularly
important if you are on. The section on the Economy is most relevant to those on the
Human Impact of Climate Change
Is your country at risk of any or all of the
following?
*Loss of food production/hunger due to
drought or flooding.
*Loss of water due to glacial melt.
*Flooding from rising tides.
*Death or disease from extreme weather.
Will climate change prevent your country
from meeting any of the Millennium
Development Goals?
Are any climate related issues likely to lead to
people in your country becoming refugees?
If so, what issues?
OR
Are any climate related issues likely to make
people from neighbouring nations seek
refuge in your country?
Are there any programmes or policies in
your country to help it or the people who
live there prepare for or adapt to climate
change?
Are any programmes taking place in your
country to help the people who live there
adopt more sustainable lifestyles? If so, what
are these initiatives?

Carbon and Your Country’s Economy
Does your country have abundant supplies
of any of the following: Coal? Uranium?
Natural Gas? Renewables (Wind, Solar,
Hydroelectirc, Tidal)
Does your country export any of the above?
Rank of Nation in terms of overall C02
emissions and CO2 emissions per capita.
You could use cyberschoolbus for this
Sources of power in your country
(percentage overall).
You may not be able to find exact figures for this,
but it is helpful for you to know what fuel sources
your country is dependent upon.
Would limits on carbon emissions negatively
affect your country’s:
Economy (exports/imports)
Standard of living or lifestyles of the
population.
Has your country ratified the Kyoto
Agreement?

Is your country an Annex 1 country (a
developed country which is required to
reduce its emissions as part of the Kyoto
protocol)? If so, by what percentage and
when?

Has your country pledged or proposed that
it will reduce its carbon emissions? If so, by
what percentage and by when?

Has your country pledged or proposed that
the world reduce carbon emissions? If so,
by what percentage and by when?

Coal:
Natural Gas:
Nuclear:
Hydroelectric:
Wind:
Solar:

Does your country currently participate in a
carbon trading scheme, or does your country
cap carbon emissions? (Usually applies only
to developed countries).
To what degree would limits on carbon
emissions negatively affect your country’s:
economy (exports/imports)
Would limits on carbon emissions be
politically popular in your country? What
impact would they have on your population’s
life style?
Is your country currently investing in green
technologies or development of renewable
energies? If so, what areas are of particular
interest?

Strengthening and Protecting Natural
Systems:
Is your country suffering from:
•
•
•
•
•

Deforestation
Degradation of Coral Reefs
Melting Tundra or Polar Areas
Disappearing Lakes or Rivers
Loss of Habitat for Wildlife/Mass
Extinctions

If so, which of these are the most significant
for your nation?
What actions are being taken by you nation
to these issues?

Well done. Now complete your position paper.

Model UN: Position Paper
Writing a position paper
Introduction:
Writing a position paper might seem a daunting task, especially for new delegates. But with plenty of research,
you will find that writing a position paper will be straight forward and very useful in preparation for the
conference.
Position papers are usually about one page long (typed size 10/11 font). Your position paper needs to include a
brief introduction about why the arms trade is an important issue in your country, followed by a comprehensive
breakdown of your country’s position on arms with associated problems and issues. A good position paper will
provide facts and statistical information about the arms trade and its impacts in your country and also state what
action your country is already taking on the issue. Finally you will put forward suggested strategies for the
international community.
1. A brief introduction to your country and its history concerning the topic and committee:
•
•
•
•

how the issue affects your country
Your country’s policies with respect to the issue and your country’s justification for their policies
quotes from your country’s leader’s about the issue
statistics to support your country’s position on the issue

2. Actions taken by your government on the issue
•

conventions and resolutions that your country has signed or ratified that relate to the issue

3. UN actions that your country supported or opposed
•

what your country believes should be done to address the issue

4. What your country would like the international community to do
•
•

what your could achieve in the committee’s resolution
how the positions of other countries affect your country
An overview of ‘Dos and Don’ts’

Country flag / UN logo
Name of Country:

Committee:
Delegate name
School:
Introduction and importance of the topic
1. Why is the issue of climate change an
important for your committee to address?
2. What are the causes and effects of this
issue?
3. What does your government believe the
United Nations should do to help countries
to adapt to climate change?
4. What does your government believe the
United Nations should do to help countries
to adapt to climate change?
National actions
1. What are your country’s priorities for its
country and the region?
2. Is climate change an issue in your
country? How does it affect development?
What are its effects? Its causes?
2. Do you have quotes from Government
officials on the topic?
3. What actions has your country taken on
the issue on a national level? Have these
actions been successful? What challenges
remain?
6. What are your country’s committee
priorities?
International actions
1. What organisations that address this
issue is your country a member of?
2. How has your country addressed the
issue on an international level?
3. What treaties and/or resolutions has
your country supported on this issue?
4. Have you ratified key conventions that
aim to mitigate and adapt to climate
change?
5. How effective have international actions
been?
5. What goals remain to be achieved?
.
Recommended actions
1. What would your country like to see the
international community do to address this
problem?

Key terms that may prove useful:
Afforestation
Deforestation
Desertification
Alternative Energy
Biofuels
Biomass
Atmosphere
Biosphere
Carbon Cycle
Carbon Dioxide
Carbon Footprint
Carbon Capture and Sequestration
Fossil Fuel
Fuel Switching
Coalbed Methane
Chlorofluorocarbons
Methane (CH4)
Natural Gas
Emissions
Indirect Emissions
Energy Efficiency
Enhanced Greenhouse Effect
Habitat Fragmentation
Landfill
Heat Waves
Wastewater
Weather
Least Developed Country
More Developed Country
Megacities
-#
Adaptation
Adaptive Capacity
Mitigation
Vulnerability
Writing about international action
Millennium Development Goals
Legislation
Freedom
Participation
Empowerment
Government action
Government initiative
NAP (National Action Plan) NGOs
Regional treaties
Multilateral treaties
Bilateral treaties
Legally binding
Ratified
Existing international law
United Nations Charter
Universal Declaration of Human Rights
International Covenant on Economic, Social,
and Cultural Rights
Building institutional capacity, cooperation
Access to education
Access to healthcare
Freedom and economic protection
Tackle damaging cultural practices
Political engagement
Strengthen laws

2. What role or responsibility should the
international community take to address
this problem?

Good luck from all at GC: London 2015

UN and Climate change
http://www.geog.ox.ac.uk/research/climate/projects/undp-cp/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/climate-change/
http://www.uneplive.org/
http://unfccc.int/2860.php
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-29855884
http://unfccc.int/gender_and_climate_change/items/7516.php
http://unfccc.int/land_use_and_climate_change/items/8792.php
http://www.un.org/en/globalissues/climatechange/

Alls issues
The upcoming conference
Gender and climate change
Land use and climate change
A summary

Country profiles
http://www4.unfccc.int/nap/Countries/sitepages/Country-Profile.aspx
UNFCCC country reports
http://www.uneplive.org/global/index#.Vgp0DE_luo0
UNEP country profiles
http://index.gain.org/ranking
How vulnerable is your country?
http://www.geog.ox.ac.uk/research/climate/projects/undp-cp/
All country reports here
http://sdwebx.worldbank.org/climateportalb/home.cfm?page=country_profile
Multimedia
Climate change in Africa hits the poor the hardest https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7njmXZL0Sx8
Climate change animation by Oxfam https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghfirMLNfNA
What does coal have to do with hunger, Oxfam https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LS-_yaFZnhk
TDE Talk The reality of Climate Change
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SBjtO-0tbKU
Pope Francic: Climate change and the poor https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZHnTPFZh9vI
Google Earth Climate Series
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ToHtpaEuZHw&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nIzUTAQbXgc&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98zs9gUdqNg&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bMNmTa0V87k&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZI_U9BhNINI&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GFvv9f9u-vY&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ODszZsaSJdw&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/user/EarthOutreach#p/u/41/GyR9HPAtFGc

Al Gore – Introduction
Kofi Annan – Coping
Ted Dansen - Oceans
Steve Schnieder – Future
Judy Omunbu – Health
Wangari Maathi – Trees
Dr Jane Goodall - Forests
Greenpeace – Rainforest

You will need to research:
1.
2.
3.
4.
-

5.

Climate change issues and actions in your country.
UN actions by your country on Climate Change, including in your focal region
Climate Change issues in your committee region
Make sure you can discuss how your country thinks the UN should tackle:
Climate mitigation in your region
Climate adaptation in your region
Climate technology in your region
Financial responsibility for climate change in the region
Past UN action on Climate Change eg. UNFCCC and Kyoto Protocol

