Marine Protection 2

Description of the Committee: United Nations Environmental Program

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is an agency of United Nations and
coordinates its environmental activities, assisting developing countries in implementing
environmentally sound policies and practices.
UNEP has overall responsibility for environmental problems among United Nations agencies. It has
played a significant role in developing international environmental conventions, promoting
environmental science and information and illustrating the way those can be implemented in
conjunction with policy, working on the development and implementation of policy with national
governments, regional institutions in conjunction with environmental non- governmental
organizations (NGOs). UNEP has also been active in funding and implementing environment related
development projects.
UNEP has aided in the formulation of guidelines and treaties on issues such as the international trade
in potentially harmful chemicals, transboundary air pollution, and contamination of international
waterways.

UNEP's priority area:
UNEP currently has six priority areas:
Climate change,
Resource efficiency,
Post conflict and disaster management,
Ecosystem management,
Environmental governance,
Harmful substances and hazardous waste management,
and resource efficiency.
Their focus is to “work more efficiently and effectively [... and to] strengthen the capacity of UNEP
to deliver on its mission.” These six areas were chosen because they represent the largest areas of
need and allow UNEP to focus on both broad and particular needs internationally, regionally, and in
Member State specific ways.

The issue at hand: Marine Protection and the Sustainable Development Goals
We cannot survive without healthy oceans. The world’s oceans – their temperature, chemistry,
currents and life – drive global systems that make the Earth habitable for humankind. How we manage
this vital resource is essential for humanity as a whole, and to counterbalance the effects of climate
change.
Over three billion people depend on marine and coastal biodiversity for their livelihoods. However,
today we are seeing 30 percent of the world’s fish stocks overexploited, reaching below the level at
which they can produce sustainable yields.
Oceans also absorb about 30 percent of the carbon dioxide produced by humans, and we are seeing
a 26 percent rise in ocean acidification since the beginning of the industrial revolution. Marine
pollution, an overwhelming majority of which comes from land-based sources, is reaching alarming
levels, with an average of 13,000 pieces of plastic litter to be found on every square kilometre of ocean.

The SDGs aim to sustainably manage and protect marine and coastal ecosystems from pollution, as
well as address the impacts of ocean acidification. Enhancing conservation and the sustainable use of
ocean-based resources through international law will also help mitigate some of the challenges facing
our oceans.
This committee will have a focus on: SDG 14 - The conservation and sustainable use of oceans, seas
and marine resources

Key marine protection issue: Marine pollution

The continuous growth in the amount of solid waste that humans produce, and the very slow rate at
which that waste degrades, are together leading to a gradual increase in the amount litter found at sea,
on the seafloor and along coastlines around the world. Human activities on land are the biggest sources
of marine pollution. These include the dumping of waste along coastlines, littering on beaches, and
the breaking down of ships. Floods and other storm-related events flush this waste into the sea, where
it sinks or is carried away by currents. The major sea-based sources of marine pollution include
discarded fishing gear, shipping activities, and legal and illegal dumping.
All of this pollution causes serious economic losses. Coastal communities are facing increased
expenditures on beach cleaning, public health and waste disposal. The shipping industry is impacted
by higher costs associated with fouled propellers, damaged engines, and managing waste in harbours.
The fishing industry damaged gear and reduced and contaminated catch.
Marine pollution also causes biodiversity loss and hampers ecosystem functions and services.
Discarded fishing gear can entangle and kill marine life and smother wildlife habitats. Pesticides and
other toxins adhere to tiny particles of discarded plastics (microplastics), which can be accidentally
ingested by small aquatic life. Once ingested, the toxins bio-magnify as they move up the food chain,
that can accumulate in birds, sea life and possibly humans. This proves that marine pollution has long
lasting effects that can significantly affect all living species.
Facts and Figures:
o 6.5 million tons of litter enter the world’s Ocean each year. 50% is long-lasting plastic that will
drift for hundreds of years before it is degraded.
o 80% of marine pollution comes from land-based sources.
o More than 50% of packaged goods and bulk cargoes transported by sea today can be regarded
as dangerous or hazardous from safety standpoint or harmful to the environment according
to the criteria set by the International Maritime Organisation (IMO).
o Around 70 per cent of litter entering the Ocean lands on the seabed (it sinks to the bottom
and is found both in shallow coastal areas and in much deeper parts of seas and oceans), 15
per cent on beaches and 15 per cent remains floating on the surface
o Human health suffers from contamination of coastal water: 250 million clinical cases (gastroenteritis + respiratory diseases) are caused annually by bathing in contaminated waters.
o Worldwide, 100,000 marine mammals and turtles are killed annually by plastic litter.

What is causing marine pollution?
Sewage:
Sewage is defined as the wastewater and its component
excrements that are transported in the sewer system.
Sewage is mostly comprised of the human waste from
toilet flushing, dirty water from bathing and even animal
waste. Most of the wastes find their way into the ocean
waters through the sewer systems. Some of the substances
that are in the sewage waste are harmful and contribute
greatly to ocean pollution. These substances may cause
serious health problems to the aquatic creatures once they
consume them.
Industrial chemicals:
Another major pollutant is the chemicals from industries and from the fertilizers and other farm products that are
carried by run-off water into the ocean waters. Many industries dump their waste materials and chemicals into the
ocean waters. These chemicals pollute the ocean by altering the pH level of the waters. Most aquatic plants and
animals cannot survive in adverse pH levels.
Land runoff:
Land runoff is another source of pollution in the ocean. This occurs when water infiltrates the soil to its maximum
extent and the excess water from rain, flooding or melting flows over the land and into the ocean. Often, this
water picks up man-made, harmful contaminants that pollute the ocean, including fertilizers, petroleum, pesticides
and other forms of soil contaminants. Fertilizers and waste from land animals and humans can be a huge detriment
to the ocean.
Plastics:
Although plastic is cheap, durable and easy to produce, there is an
estimate of 8 million tonnes of plastic that enter our world’s oceans each
year. Two thirds of plastic ends up in our seas due to land based
pollution; either from littering that is left near beaches or washed down
from rivers and drains. Plastic is not easily broken down and therefore
exists in our oceans for hundreds of years.
Oil spills:
Oil spillage is another primary cause of ocean pollution in that the oil forms a layer on the water preventing oxygen
circulation. Lack of oxygen in the ocean waters results in the destruction of marine life over a long period.
Therefore, it is necessary to prevent these pollutants from entering the oceans to protect the marine animals and
plants.
Littering:
“Thousands of pieces of trash are estimated to be afloat on every square mile of ocean” UNEP
Pollution from the atmosphere is huge source of ocean pollution. This occurs when objects that are far inland are
blown by the wind over long distances and end up in the ocean. These objects can be anything from natural things
like dust and sand to man-made objects such as debris and trash. Most debris, especially plastic debris, cannot
decompose and remains suspended in the ocean’s current for years. Even though the ocean can absorb carbon
dioxide that originates from the atmosphere, the carbon dioxide levels are steadily increasing and the ocean’s
absorbing mechanisms, due to the rising of the ocean’s temperatures, are unable to keep up with the pace.

Ocean mining:
Ocean mining in the deep sea is yet another source of ocean pollution. Ocean mining sites drilling for silver, gold,
copper, cobalt, and zinc create sulphide deposits up to three and a half thousand meters down into the ocean.
Deep sea mining can cause damage to the lowest levels of the ocean and increase toxicity.
Acid Rain:
Acid rain is not a major cause of ocean pollution, but it also contributes to water pollution. Erupting volcanoes,
fossil fuels, rotting vegetation, and nitrogen oxides when released into the atmosphere react with water and other
substances in the air to form sulphuric and nitric acid. The wind blows these chemicals across the atmosphere,
and when it rains, these chemicals find their way into the marine waters. Acid rain makes water acidic and thus
destroys the marine life as most aquatic organisms cannot survive in acidic conditions.

What are the effects of marine pollution?
Disruption to the cycle of coral reefs:
Oil spill floats on the surface of the water and prevents sunlight from reaching to marine plants and affects the
process of photosynthesis. Skin irritation, eye irritation, lung and liver problems can impact marine life over a long
period of time.
Effects of toxins on marine animals:
The oil spill is dangerous to marine life in several ways. The oil spilled in the ocean could get on to the gills and
feathers of marine animals, which makes it difficult for them to move or fly properly or feed their children. The
long term effect on marine life can include cancer, failure in the reproductive system, behavioural changes, and
even death.
Depletion of oxygen levels in the water:
Most of the debris in the ocean does not decompose and remain in the ocean for years. It uses oxygen as it
degrades. As a result of this, oxygen levels go down. When oxygen levels go down, the chances of survival of
marine animals like whales, turtles, sharks, dolphins, penguins for a long time also goes down.
Effects on the food chain:
Chemicals used in industries and agriculture get washed into the rivers and from there are carried into the oceans.
These chemicals do not get dissolved and sink at the bottom of the ocean. Small animals ingest these chemicals
and are later eaten by large animals, which then affects the whole food chain.
Impacts on human health:
Animals from impacted food chain are then eaten by humans which affects their health as toxins from these
contaminated animals get deposited in the tissues of people and can lead to cancer, birth defects or long-term
health problems.

Why should we be concerned?
Our oceans are incredibly vital and essential for the environment all species living on earth. Oceans provide key
natural resources including food, medicines, biofuels and other products. They help with the breakdown and
removal of waste and pollution, and their coastal ecosystems act as buffers to reduce damage from storms.
Maintaining healthy oceans supports climate change mitigation and adaptation efforts.
Oceans even offer to people’s livelihoods. Marine Protected Areas contribute to poverty reduction by increasing
fish catches and income, and improving health. They also help improve gender equality, as women do much of
the work at small-scale fisheries. The marine environment is also home to a stunning variety of beautiful creatures,
ranging from single-celled organisms to the biggest animal ever to have lived on the Earth–the blue whale. They
are also home to coral reefs, one of the most diverse ecosystems on the planet.

What can we do?
There are numerous steps that we can consciously take as individuals and communities to prevent marine
pollution. Some step includes:
Reducing the use of plastics:
Wherever you live, the easiest and most direct way that you can get started is by reducing your own use of singleuse plastics. Single-use plastics include plastic bags, water bottles, straws, cups, utensils, dry cleaning bags, takeout containers, and any other plastic items that are used once and then discarded.
The best way to do this is by: refusing any single-use plastics that you do not need (e.g. straws, plastic bags, takeout
utensils, takeout containers), and purchasing, and carrying with you, reusable versions of those products,
including reusable grocery bags, produce bags, bottles, utensils, coffee cups, and dry-cleaning garment bags.
Recycling:
One of the main ways to reduce marine pollution is to get rid of rubbish carefully, wherever we are. If we reduce
the amount of rubbish, we make on the land it is likely there will be less rubbish in the ocean. Recycling helps
keep plastics out of the ocean and reduces the amount of “new” plastic in circulation. At present, just 9% of
plastic is recycled worldwide.
Reducing emissions by reducing carbon footprint:
Carbon dioxide, a known greenhouse gas, is making our oceans more acidic. This is contributing to the loss of
corals on a global scale as their calcium skeletons are weakened by the increasing acidity of the water.
Help create awareness by supporting local and international organizations:
There are many non-profit organizations working to reduce and eliminate ocean plastic pollution in a variety of
different ways, including Oceanic Society, Plastic Pollution Coalition, 5 Gyres, Algalita, Plastic Soup Foundation,
and others. These organizations rely on donations from people like you to continue their important work. Even
small donations can make a big difference!

The above are solutions ALL people can adopt… but what should Member States do
about this issue?
Read: ‘A tidal wave of plastic’: https://feature.undp.org/plastic-tidal-wave/
Read: ‘Costa Rica is leading the world in marine protection’: https://medium.com/@UNDP/in-costa-ricawomen-find-new-strength-as-business-leaders-793491936b6
Read: all UN action on the SDG 14 is located here: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg14
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Position Paper Template
The PP should be one page long and submitted by Friday 07.12 at 5pm to ensure you can be considered
for conference awards
Committee:
Country:
Delegate name:
School:
Paragraph 1: Introduction and importance of topic
What is the issue at hand?
What effect is this issue having on indigenous people, carbon emissions and the entire ecosystem of
the planet?
Where in the world are the most pressing examples of this issue?
In your nation’s opinion why is the issue happening? Why is it important to address?
Paragraph 2: National situation and national action
How do the issues affect your country or region?
What actions has your country taken to address the issue? Is your country a large consumer of some
of the products that are driving deforestation?
Have actions on deforestation in your region been successful?
Paragraph 3: International Action / engagement
What key UN resolutions or agreements is your country signatory to?
Has your government commented on this issue?
Does your country have companies / financial investments in the affected regions?
How has your country engaged with other countries / NGOs around these issues?
Do you have any other bilateral agreements? Have these actions/agreements been successful? How?
Paragraph 4: What should be done? What would your country like your committee to do to
address the issues?
Consider:
Does your committee have the power / remit to implement these changes – e.g… ‘sanctions’ is not
in the remit of any committee except the Security Council)
Are these solutions country/ situation specific?
How is poverty/corruption and bad governance related to this issue?
Are these solutions that all or a majority of countries will adopt? Are these solutions realistic?
What legal / policy/ financial / technological / social expertise is needed to deliver solutions?
How will these proposals be paid for?
How will progress be monitored?

