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Description of the Committee: United Nations Environmental Program
The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is an agency of United Nations and
coordinates its environmental activities, assisting developing countries in implementing
environmentally sound policies and practices.
UNEP has overall responsibility for environmental problems among United Nations agencies. It has
played a significant role in developing international environmental conventions, promoting
environmental science and information and illustrating the way those can be implemented in
conjunction with policy, working on the development and implementation of policy with national
governments, regional institutions in conjunction with environmental non- governmental
organizations (NGOs). UNEP has also been active in funding and implementing environment related
development projects.
UNEP has aided in the formulation of guidelines and treaties on issues such as the international trade
in potentially harmful chemicals, transboundary air pollution, and contamination of international
waterways.

UNEP's priority area:
UNEP currently has six priority areas:
Climate change,
Resource efficiency,
Post conflict and disaster management,
Ecosystem management,
Environmental governance,
Harmful substances and hazardous waste management,
and resource efficiency.
Their focus is to “work more efficiently and effectively [... and to] strengthen the capacity of UNEP
to deliver on its mission.”
These six areas were chosen because they represent the largest areas of need and allow UNEP to focus
on both broad and particular needs internationally, regionally, and in Member State specific ways.

The issue at hand: Our world’s rainforests and forests and what is happening to them:

The ever-growing human consumption and population is the biggest cause of forest destruction due to the vast
amounts of resources, products, services we take from it.
Half the world’s rainforests have been destroyed in a century, at this rate you could see them vanish altogether in
your lifetime! We must take action so that these forests, its plants and animals and we humans who depend on
them continue to live.
Deforestation is in fact considered the second major driver of climate change (more than the entire global
transport sector), responsible for 18-25% of global annual carbon dioxide emissions.
Facts and figures:
 From 1880 to 2012, average global temperature increased by 0.85°C
 Oceans have warmed, the amounts of snow and ice have diminished and sea level has risen. From 1901
to 2010, the global average sea level rose by 19 cm as oceans expanded. The Arctic’s sea ice extent has
shrunk in every successive decade since 1979
 Global emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) have increased by almost 50 per cent since 1990
 Emissions grew more quickly between 2000 and 2010 than in each of the three previous decades

Why are our rainforests being destroyed?
Logging:
Logging is believed to be the second largest cause of
deforestation. Timber companies cut down huge trees
such as mahogany and teak and sell them to other
countries to make furniture. Smaller trees are often used
for the production of charcoal. Vast areas of rainforest are
cut in one go and the most valuable trees are selected for
timber, leaving the others for wood chipping. The roads
that are created in order to cut and remove the timber
often lead to further damage.
Unsustainable agriculture:
Much of the fruit, cereals and pulses we buy from tropical countries have been grown in areas where tropical
rainforests once thrived. The forests are cut down to make way for vast plantations where products such as
bananas, palm oil, pineapple, sugar cane, tea and coffee are grown. As with cattle ranching, the soil will not sustain
crops for long, and after a few years the farmers have to cut down more rainforest for new plantations.

Cattle ranching:
Many rainforests in Central and South America have been burnt down to make way for cattle farming, which
supplies beef to the rest of the world. It is estimated that for each pound of beef produced, 200 square feet of
rainforest are destroyed. The cleared land cannot be used for long without the forests' nourishment. The soil soon
becomes dry and the cattle farmers then have to move on to create new cattle pastures leaving a trail of destruction.

Mining:
The demand for minerals and metals such as oil, aluminium, copper, gold and diamonds mean that rainforests are
destroyed to access the ground below. Developed nations relentlessly demand minerals and metals such as oil,
aluminium, copper, gold and diamonds, which are often found in the ground below rainforests. The forest
therefore has to be removed in order to extract them. Poisonous chemicals are sometimes used to separate the
waste from the minerals, for example mercury, which is used to separate gold from the soil and debris with which
it is mixed. These chemicals often end up in rivers, polluting water supplies which local people depend on, killing
fish and affecting the river's ecosystem.
Dams:
The World Bank and large companies invest money in developing countries to build dams for the generation of
electricity. This is often viewed as renewable 'clean' energy, but it can involve flooding vast areas of rainforest.
Dams built in rainforest areas often have a short life because the submerged forest gradually rots, making the
reservoir water acidic, which eventually corrodes the dam turbines.
Oil companies:
Rainforests are seriously affected by oil companies searching for new oil deposits. Often large roads are built
through untouched forests in order to build pipelines and extract the oil. This encourages settlers to move into
previously pristine forests and start slash-and-burn farming or cutting more timber to sell or to produce charcoal.
Once established, the oil pipelines which transport the oil sometimes rupture, spouting gallons of oil into the
surrounding forest, killing wildlife and contaminating the water supplies of local villages.

Effects of destroying rainforests
Loss of habitat:
Deforestation is the clearing, destroying, or otherwise removal of trees through deliberate, natural or accidental
means. It can occur in any area densely populated by trees and other plant life, but the majority of it is currently
happening in the Amazon rainforest. The loss of trees and other vegetation can cause climate change,
desertification, soil erosion, fewer crops, flooding, increased greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, and a host of
problems for indigenous people.
Deforestation occurs for a number of reasons, including farming, mostly cattle due to its quick turnaround; and
logging, for materials and development. It has been happening for thousands of years, arguably since man began
converting from hunter/gatherer to agriculturally
based societies, and required larger, unobstructed
tracks of land to accommodate cattle, crops, and
housing. It was only after the onset of the modern era
that it became an epidemic.
Increased greenhouse gases:
“Seventy percent of Earth’s land animals and plants live in
forests, and many cannot survive the deforestation that destroys
their homes.”
One of the most dangerous and unsettling effects of
deforestation is the loss of animal and plant species
due to their loss of habitat; not only do we lose those known to us, but also those unknown, potentially an even
greater loss. The trees of the rainforest that provide shelter for some species also provide the canopy that regulates
the temperature, a necessity for many others. Its removal through deforestation would allow a more drastic
temperature variation from day to night, much like a desert, which could prove fatal for current inhabitants.
Water in the atmosphere:
The trees also help control the level of water in the atmosphere by helping to regulate the water cycle. With fewer
trees left, due to deforestation, there is less water in the air to be returned to the soil. In turn, this causes dryer soil
and the inability to grow crops, an ironic twist when considered against the fact that 80% of deforestation comes
from small-scale agriculture and cattle ranching.
Destruction of homelands:
As large amounts of forests are cleared away, allowing exposed earth to wither and die and the habitats of
innumerable species to be destroyed, the indigenous tribes who depend on them to sustain their way of life are
also irreparably damaged. The loss of forests has an immediate and direct effect on their lifestyle that we in the
modern world, despite our own dependency on what the rainforest provides, will never know. The level of
immediacy is exponentially greater.
Soil erosion and flooding:
Further effects of deforestation include soil erosion and coastal flooding. In addition to their previously mentioned
roles, trees also function to retain water and topsoil, which provides the rich nutrients to sustain additional forest
life. Without them, the soil erodes and washes away, causing farmers to move on and continue the cycle. The
barren land which is left behind in the wake of these unsustainable agricultural practices is then more susceptible
to flooding, specifically in coastal regions.
In the last decade alone, an area of tropical forest the size of the United Kingdom, France and Germany combined
has been lost forever. This destruction is unnecessary and is undermining efforts to address climate change,
sustainable development and human rights

The work of the UN and UNEP falls under the 13th Sustainable Development Goal, “Climate Action” and these
are some targets working towards it:
Target 13.1: Strengthen resilience and
adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards
and natural disasters in all countries
Target 13.2: Integrate climate change
measures into national policies, strategies
and planning
Target 13.3: Improve education, awarenessraising and human and institutional capacity
on climate change mitigation, adaptation,
impact reduction and early warning
Target 13.a: Implement the commitment
undertaken by developed-country parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change to a
goal of mobilizing jointly $100 billion annually by 2020 from all sources to address the needs of developing
countries in the context of meaningful mitigation actions and transparency on implementation and fully
operationalize the Green Climate Fund through its capitalization as soon as possible
Target 13.b: Promote mechanisms for raising capacity for effective climate change-related planning and
management in least developed countries and Small Island developing States, including focusing on women, youth
and local and marginalized communities

Regional focus: The Amazon Rainforest
https://www.rainforest-alliance.org/ The Amazon is in flames…
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-49815731
http://wwf.panda.org/knowledge_hub/where_we_work/amazon/about_the_amazon/why_amazon_importan
t/
As the world's largest rainforest, the Amazon plays a crucial role in keeping our planet's carbon-dioxide levels in
check. This is why the Amazon, which covers 2.1 million square miles, is often referred to as the "lungs of the
planet": The forest produces c20% of the oxygen in our planet's atmosphere.

According to the Brazilian National Institute for Space Research (INPE), satellite data has shown an 84 per cent
increase in fires compared to the same period in 2018. The space agency reports its satellite data has detected
more than 72,000 fires since January 2019.

Why has there been a surge in fires and deforestation?
The fires are caused in part by farmers clearing land to expand agriculture—natural fires in the Amazon are very
rare due to the tropical humid climate of the region (although they are indeed increasing as a consequence of
global warming).
Deforestation in the Brazilian Amazon is the result of many different actions, including agricultural expansion
(mainly for beef production), but also illegal logging, mining, land speculation, urban development, and more.
Because of complex factors—including international trade, financing, and policy decisions by the new
government that have crippled environmental enforcement agencies—deforestation in the region has surged.

President Jair Bolsonaro has insisted that the Brazilian areas of the Amazon rainforest are
sovereign territory (and the UN has no business attempting to intervene):
Conservationists blame Mr Bolsonaro and his government for turning a blind eye to farmers and loggers clearing
land in the Amazon, hastening deforestation. But in an address at the United Nations in New York, he struck a
defiant note.
He said it was a "fallacy" to describe the Amazon as the heritage of humanity and a "misconception" that its
forests were the lungs of the world.
Brazil - home to more than half the Amazon rainforest - has seen a significant rise in the number of fires in
2019, according to US space agency NASA and others.
Environmentalists say the far-right Mr Bolsonaro's policies have led to an increase in fires this year, and that he
has encouraged cattle farmers and loggers to clear large areas of the rainforest since his election last October.
Speaking at the UN General Assembly, Mr Bolsonaro criticised what he described as sensational reporting in the
international media.
"Using and resorting to these fallacies, certain countries, instead of helping ... behaved in a disrespectful manner
and with a colonialist spirit," he said.
"They even called into question that which we hold as a most sacred value, our sovereignty."
Mr Bolsonaro was speaking the day after an impassioned speech from teenage Swedish climate campaigner Greta
Thunberg, who accused world leaders of betraying young people in favour of what she described as "fairy tales of
eternal economic growth".
Bolsonaro plans to open up these territories for mining, logging and agriculture are controversial.

Regional focus: The rainforests of Africa
Almost 90% of West Africa's coastal rainforest has already been destroyed and deforestation in the Congo
Basin has doubled since 1990. Logging and agriculture continue to be two of the biggest threats to Africa's tropical
forests. The unsustainable production of palm oil is one of the biggest drivers.

Tropical forests are essential for sustainable growth in Africa. They also have economic, environmental, and social
implications that extend far beyond the continent. Although they cover less than 7% of the earth’s land surface,
tropical forests are home to approximately 50% of all living things on earth. Yet these forests are being cleared at
a rate of 18 million hectares a year. https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/11/deforestation-africa-palm-oil/
Tropical forests matter in the fight against climate
change. As the ‘lungs of the earth’ forests breathe in
carbon dioxide and produce oxygen in exchange.
When a forest is cleared, the trees release this stored
carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. Globally,
deforestation represents around 15% of greenhouse
gas emissions. We cannot solve climate change without
also addressing deforestation.
Deforestation also affects rainfall. At a local level, it
changes rainfall and water run-off patterns making the
remaining forests drier. It could also have global
impacts with scientific models showing that the
complete destruction of tropical forests in central
Africa would reduce rainfall in southern Europe and
the upper and lower US Midwest.
The impact of deforestation on ecosystems and animal
habitat could also have other far-reaching impacts –
such as health. For example, France’s environment
Minister, Ségolène Royal, told a conference last year
that researchers believe deforestation in West Africa
increased the likelihood of the Ebola epidemic in 2014.
The destruction of the natural habitat of fruit-eating
bats, which carried the Ebola virus, likely drove them
towards human settlements to find food.

What actions has UNEP taken to protect our rainforests?

How can we empower and engage communities: https://faithsforforests.com/
One of the steps taken by UNEP was launching the “Faiths for Forest Campaign”. Tropical forests are a treasure
trove of biological diversity and home to indigenous peoples and forest communities, who have protected and
managed them for generations.
Now, however, many of these communities find themselves on the front lines of the deforestation crisis, their
lives and livelihoods threatened by illegal logging and mining operators, poachers, agribusiness, drug traffickers
and even governments.
In 2017 alone, 207 environmental defenders were killed protecting their lands, territories and forests from
destruction, a disproportionate number of them indigenous people.
As the threats to forest defenders are growing, new responses are also emerging. UN Environment’s Interfaith
Rainforest Initiative, an international, multi-faith alliance working to bring moral urgency and faith-based
leadership to global efforts to protect tropical forests and the rights of indigenous peoples, hosted an event in
New York on 23 April entitled Forest Defenders: New Threats and New Responses.
The campaign also advocates for the rights of indigenous peoples and forest communities that are on the front
line of the fight to halt and reverse tropical deforestation. All organizations of faith and good conscience around
the world are invited to join the movement. Already endorsed by over 900 religious leaders from 125 countries
and representing a constituency of over 1 billion people, the Faiths for Forests campaign is intended to add new and
needed momentum to forest protection efforts worldwide.
What actions has the UN as a whole taken to protect our rainforests? – UN Strategic Plan for Forests
The agreement on the first-ever UN Strategic Plan for Forests was forged at a special session of the UN Forum
on Forests held in January 2017 and provides an ambitious vision for global forests in 2030. The plan was adopted
by the UN Economic and Social Council on 20 April 2017, and was subsequently adopted by the UN General
Assembly on 27 April 2017.
The Strategic Plan features a set of six Global Forest Goals and 26 associated targets to be reached by 2030, which
are voluntary and universal. It includes a target to increase forest area by 3% worldwide by 2030, signifying an
increase of 120 million hectares, an area over twice the size of France. It builds on the vision of the 2030 Agenda
and recognizes that real change requires decisive, collective action, within and beyond the UN System.
Related resolutions and documents
General Assembly Resolution 71/285: United Nations Strategic Plan for Forests 2017–2030 A/RES/71/285 English
ECOSOC Resolution 2017/4: United Nations Strategic Plan for Forests 2017–2030 and quadrennial programme of work of the United
Nations Forum on Forests for the period 2017–2020 E/RES/2017/4 English
Report of the Special Session of the UN Forum on Forests (20 January 2017) E/CN.18/SS/2017/2 English
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Position Paper Template
The PP should be one page long and submitted by Friday 07.12 at 5pm to ensure you can be considered
for conference awards
Committee:
Country:
Delegate name:
School:
Paragraph 1: Introduction and importance of topic
What is the issue at hand?
What effect is this issue having on indigenous people, carbon emissions and the entire ecosystem of
the planet?
Where in the world are the most pressing examples of this issue?
In your nation’s opinion why is the issue happening? Why is it important to address?
Paragraph 2: National situation and national action
How do the issues affect your country or region?
What actions has your country taken to address the issue? Is your country a large consumer of some
of the products that are driving deforestation?
Have actions on deforestation in your region been successful?
Paragraph 3: International Action / engagement
What key UN resolutions or agreements is your country signatory to?
Has your government commented on this issue?
Does your country have companies / financial investments in the affected regions?
How has your country engaged with other countries / NGOs around these issues?
Do you have any other bilateral agreements? Have these actions/agreements been successful? How?
Paragraph 4: What should be done? What would your country like your committee to do to
address the issues?
Consider:
Does your committee have the power / remit to implement these changes – e.g… ‘sanctions’ is not
in the remit of any committee except the Security Council)
Are these solutions country/ situation specific?
How is poverty/corruption and bad governance related to this issue?
Are these solutions that all or a majority of countries will adopt? Are these solutions realistic?
What legal / policy/ financial / technological / social expertise is needed to deliver solutions?
How will these proposals be paid for?
How will progress be monitored?

