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About this committee
The Human Rights Council is an inter-governmental body within the United Nations system responsible for
strengthening the promotion and protection of human rights around the globe and for addressing
situations of human rights violations and make recommendations on them. It has the ability to discuss all
thematic human rights issues and situations that require its attention throughout the year. It meets at the
UN Office at Geneva.
The Council is made up of 47 United Nations Member States which are elected by the UN General
Assembly. The Human Rights Council replaced the former United Nations Commission on Human Rights.
The Council is made of 47 Member States, which are elected by the majority of members of the General
Assembly of the United Nations through direct and secret ballot. The General Assembly takes into account
the candidate States’ contribution to the promotion and protection of human rights, as well as their
voluntary pledges and commitments in this regard.
What is the Human Rights Council?
Almost every United Nations (UN) body or agency is in some way involved with protecting human rights,
including the Human Rights Council
The Human Rights Council is in charge of promoting and protecting human rights around the world. The
Council exists to:




Prevent discrimination and abuses
Find ways to deal with discrimination and abuses when they happen
Protect the people who are most in danger and at risk of discrimination and abuse

Conventions and treaties are legal agreements made by governments to protect men, women, children
and also our planet. They highlight the promises governments have made on an issue (for example:
children and women’s rights), and they are part of the law, not just advice to governments.
Here are a few examples of some of the existing human rights conventions:



Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) sets out the human rights that all children have.
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (1979) defines,
‘what is discrimination against women?’ and what actions are needed to stop it.

Other examples include:





Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment (1984)
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006)
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (1965)
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families
(1990)

The UN Treaty Collection can be found at:
http://treaties.un.org/Pages/Home.aspx?lang=en
UNHRC focus:


How can we provide social protection for children and ensure they are free from violence,
exploitation and abuse?

There are currently 31 thematic and 8
country ‘Special Procedures’ that exist.
These are the specific work undertaken by
UNHRC Examples include:
Thematic:








Special Rapporteur on the sale of
children, child prostitution and
child pornography
Special Rapporteur on the right to
education
Special Rapporteur on trafficking in
persons, especially in women and
children
Independent Expert on the
question of human rights and
extreme poverty
Special Rapporteur on the situation
of human rights and fundamental
freedoms of indigenous people
Working Group on people of
African descent
Representative of the SecretaryGeneral on the human rights of
internally displaced persons

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/ch
r/special/themes.htm
The Human Rights Council and Children’s
Rights:
There are two Special Representatives that
deal specifically with children’s rights
issues, they are:
 Special Representative of the
Secretary-General for Children and
Armed Conflict
 Special Representative of the
Secretary-General on Violence
against Children
And there are also Special Rapporteurs that address children’s rights, including:







Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially in women and children
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/trafficking/index.htm
Special Rapporteur on the Right to Education
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/education/rapporteur/index.htm
Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/children/rapporteur/index.htm

http://www.humanium.org/en/middle-east-north-africa/
Children in the MENA region
Violence, political instability, insecurity, poverty and deprivation have made 2014 a very difficult year for
many children in the Middle East and North Africa.
Over the past three years, the region has seen continued violence in Syria that has resulted in massive
refugee outflows to the surrounding countries, as well as political transitions in Yemen and Tunisia,
political uncertainty in Egypt and protracted and unresolved crises in Sudan and the State of Palestine. The
Saharawi refugee situation, which is entering its 38 th year, is one of the most complex refugee crises in the
world, with refugees housed in five main camps near Tindouf, in southwest Algeria.
In 2013, the escalation of violence in Syria had regional consequences, including for those countries facing
an influx of refugees. Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Iraq and Turkey bore the brunt of the outflow, with the
Executive Director of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) declaring, ‘We have not
seen a refugee outflow escalate at such a frightening rate since the Rwandan genocide almost 20 years
ago’.
Over four million Syrian children are now affected in Syria by the relentless violence, with an additional 1.1
million Syrian children now living as refugees in Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, Lebanon and Turkey. Children have
experienced torture, detainment and injury as a result of the conflict. There is a very real risk of a lost
generation of Syrian children that will grow up knowing only displacement, fighting and violence.
Drought, food insecurity, unemployment, poverty, conflict, military operations, natural disasters and
epidemics continue to impact the humanitarian needs of children and women in MENA.

Palestine:
The humanitarian situation in the State of Palestine deteriorated as a result of escalating violence beginning in June
2014, posing a serious threat to children’s lives, liberty and security. In Gaza, hundreds of people, including women
and children have been reported killed and many more injured as a result of increased military operations and the
escalation of hostilities. Both airstrikes and rocket attacks are putting children at risk, leaving them exposed to
physical harm and mental distress. The deteriorating situation has exacerbated the already dire humanitarian
conditions for children in Gaza which worsened during the first six months of 2014, leading to a significant decline in
the provision of basic services, a fuel crisis, and the depletion of family coping mechanisms. In the West Bank, girls
and boys continue to be affected by home demolitions and military operations, arrests, poor treatment and
harassment at checkpoints.
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/state_of_palestine.html#sthash.RjRzhyTQ.dpuf
Syria
The impact of four years of conflict in Syria has been devastating for millions of children. Unrelenting violence, grave
child rights violations, massive population displacement, and damage to infrastructure and essential services has left
10.8 million people in need of essential humanitarian support, of whom over 5 million are children. Many displaced
people live in collective centres or private unfinished residential areas with very poor conditions. Access to power is
limited, the quantity and quality of drinking water inadequate, and sanitation facilities poor. An estimated 3 million
children are displaced, one million children are out of school, and another million are at risk of dropping out due to
insecurity. Low school attendance rates are confirmed, especially in hard-to-reach areas, with rates as low as 36 per
cent. There is an acute lack of learning spaces, with one in five schools destroyed, damaged, or used for other
purposes. A lack of access to clean water, hygiene and sanitation coupled with the deteriorating food security
situation is raising serious concerns about the nutritional status of children, while the collapsing health care and
water systems are exposing children to infectious diseases. Only 47 per cent of hospitals are fully functioning and
availability of safe drinking water has been reduced by at least 50 per cent compared to pre-crisis levels, with some
locations only able to supply as little as 5 litres per person per day. These vulnerabilities were compounded in
October 2013, when the first case of wild polio virus since 1999 was confirmed inside Syria by the World Health
Organization (WHO), with 36 reported cases to date. In mid-2014 a measles outbreak was also reported, with 160
confirmed cases and over 2,000 suspected cases in the first half of 2014 alone – double the number of reported
cases for the whole of the previous year.
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/syria.html#sthash.9qb3bFrC.dpuf
Syrian Refugees
Conflict, violence and economic turmoil have affected nearly half of the Syrian population. As of 30 June 2014, some
2.85 million registered Syrian refugees, including over 1.4 million children, have taken refuge in Lebanon, Jordan,
Turkey, Iraq and Egypt.1 As the situation continues to worsen inside Syria, the number of refugees grows daily, with
more than 100,000 newly registered Syrian refugees each month since January 2014. While Syrian refugee children
have fled the worst of the violence, they remain at risk and in need of support in the host country. Syrian refugee
children may experience psychosocial stress as a result of event, and many face persistent threats of measles, polio,
malnutrition and diarrhoeal disease. Over 50 per cent of Syrian refugee children are out of school, there is an
increase in numbers of child marriages, and 1 in 10 children are engaged in labour, with boys more likely to
participate in the worst forms of child labour. There is also pressure on children, particularly boys, to return to Syria
to fight. While some 400,000 refugees live in over 35 refugee camps across Jordan, Turkey and Iraq, the majority live
in host communities. Many of these refugee families live in makeshift settlements and are exposed to harsh
elements putting them at increased risk of disease. The burden of meeting the basic needs of refugees is taking a
massive toll on local services, natural resources and systems. Water supplies are strained in Jordan and Lebanon, and
low levels of average annual rainfall in the sub-region have led to increase risks of water borne diseases.2 In
Lebanon, health care costs have increased and classrooms are overcrowded.
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/syrianrefugees.html#sthash.EBQtZzYI.dpuf
Which problems affect more than one country?
Which countries are impacted by others’ problems?

Iraq
Iraq is facing multiple overlapping crises, including a recent surge in violence between government forces and armed
groups which has led to the displacement of over 1.2 million people, 50 per cent of whom are children. Since January
2014, some 550,000 people have been internally displaced by fighting centred in Fallujah and Ramadi in the Anbar
Governorate. On 9 June, an additional 650,000 people were displaced from Ninewa province and across central Iraq,
including Salah Al-Din and Diyala following the takeover of Mosul and other cities by insurgent groups. In August, the
assault on Sinjar resulted in the displacement of an estimated 200,000 people from minority groups, most of whom
fled in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq.
Population movements remain fluid with additional displacement occurring on a daily basis, while access to basic
services in areas controlled by armed groups is decreasing. In addition to the recent upsurge in violence,
humanitarian actors continue to respond to the Syrian refugee crisis in the Kurdish region and Anbar Province, as
well as to the re-emergence of polio in Iraq
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/iraq.html#sthash.Ojed1Hoq.dpuf
Sudan
Conflict in Sudan continues to affect the lives of millions of children. Some 3.5 million people in Darfur are suffering
the consequences of the armed conflict that began over 10 years ago. In addition, conflict continues to affect parts
of the three Kordofan States, including Abyei and Blue Nile State, while five states in the western part of Sudan have
seen renewed conflict in 2013 and 2014, which has led to the displacement of an additional half a million people and
to serious protection concerns. In the southern Border States, humanitarian actors are responding to some 84,000
newly arrived South Sudanese refugees who have fled the conflict in South Sudan, with numbers expected to
increase to 165,000 by year end.1 In Darfur, renewed inter-tribal conflict and ongoing war between various rebel
factions and the Sudanese army has displaced 300,000 people since February 2014.
Field observations confirm that between 60 and 70 per cent of all displaced persons in Sudan are children. UNICEF
anticipates that the floods forecast for the coming months will result the displacement and increased vulnerability of
a half a million people in the affected states. A yellow fever outbreak in South and West Kordofan states in late 2013,
combined with gaps in routine immunization, have highlighted the need for ongoing vaccination campaigns in these
areas. Polio vaccination is still being negotiated in rebel-held areas of Blue Nile and South Kordofan. With the
prevalence of global acute malnutrition (GAM) and severe acute malnutrition (SAM) above emergency thresholds,
child malnutrition remains a major concern throughout the country.
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/sudan.html#sthash.JG3kkY30.dpuf
Yemen
Yemen’s high rates of malnutrition remain alarming. Over one million Yemeni girls and boys under 5 suffer from
acute malnutrition, including 279,000 who suffer from severe acute malnutrition (SAM).1 Yemeni children are facing
a consistently poor humanitarian situation, which continues to be exacerbated by political instability, multiple
localized conflicts and chronic underdevelopment. Over half of Yemen’s population is affected: 13 million people do
not have access to safe water and sanitation, over 300,000 are internally displaced, and children are facing multiple
protection risks.
Thousands of children from Yemen and the Horn of Africa are victims of trafficking and are subject to various abuses.
In 2013, 205 children were killed or maimed, including 51 victims of landmines and improvised explosive devices.
Women and children are at a higher risk of disease outbreaks due to the breakdown of health services and poor
water and sanitation, particularly in rural communities.3 Ongoing localized fighting has denied tens of thousands of
children access to schools. In affected districts, the dropout rate among children is over 20 per cent, and is
particularly high among girls. Troubling trends related to child labour and child marriage are also ongoing concerns.
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/yemen.html#sthash.S4T4q3sm.dpuf
Which problems affect more than one country?
Which countries are impacted by others’ problems?

Child protection is about keeping kids safe from violence, exploitation and abuse.
It’s an issue in every country - including here in the UK. We have strict laws, specialist social services teams
and charities like the NSPCC and Barnardo’s that are all in place specifically to prevent and respond to child
protection violation. Serious and widespread child protection failures are thankfully fairly rare here. But in
conflict affected countries, child protection violations happen on a huge scale. Children are killed or
wounded by the fighting, some may be used as soldiers, many are forced to flee their homes or are
separated from their parents. Sexual violence against girls is used as a weapon of war in some conflicts too.
What/Who protects children?

http://www.warchild.org.uk/issues/child-protection

Governments and laws
Provide legal protection and social services to ensure that children’s rights are met and that violations will
be detected and punished.

Families
Provide a loving, nurturing environment.

Communities
Provide a sense of home and belonging. They help socialise children and teach them right from wrong.

Schools
Provide an education and the skills children will need to become self-reliant adults. They also provide an
environment where children can play and socialise with each other.

In conflict-affected countries…Governments and laws don’t protect children.




The state barely functions in many conflict-affected countries and its social welfare and health
systems have been destroyed.
Some may endorse laws and conventions on children’s rights, but they don’t enforce them.
In many countries the government agencies like the army and the police are underpaid and under
trained and they are often the perpetrators of abuse against children, rather than their protectors.

In conflict-affected countries…Families are torn apart by war.





siblings may be killed or injured in the fighting, or have been forced to flee or conscript.
Most are living in extreme poverty and families can’t afford to look after their children properly.
They may have to send them out to work or beg for food.
In DR Congo extreme poverty has seen many families accuse their children of ‘witchcraft’ – which is
often a way of using them as a scapegoat for the family’s economic woes.
In Iraq some families are forced to sell their daughters into temporary marriages.

In conflict-affected countries…Whole communities may flee the fighting and become Internally
Displaced People (IDPs) in their own countries, or flee over the borders as refugees.



Poverty and conflict also causes sectarian and tribal violence in the hunt for dwindling resources.
Traditional roles within families and communities also come under stress

In conflict-affected countries…Schools are no longer a safe haven.



They are often destroyed, or the parents can’t afford to send their kids there (buying uniforms,
paying fees).
The teachers may have been killed or fled.

Case study: Afghanistan
Decades of conflict have left Afghanistan one of the most dangerous places in the world for children and
their mothers to live. One in seven Afghan children will not live to see their fifth birthday. Enrolment in
primary education has vastly improved over the past 10 years, but still only 7 girls for every 10 boys are
enrolled in primary education. Conflict has devastated Afghanistan’s economy, and as a result the social
services that would normally act as a safety net for poor and vulnerable people simply do not exist.

One in three children in Afghanistan under the age of five are moderately or severely underweight for their
age because their families have not been able to feed them properly.
As they get older, many kids are forced to work on the streets just to make sure there is food on the table.

Where do children experience violence?
In 2001, the UN General Assembly, acting on the recommendation of the Committee on the Rights of the
Child, requested the UN Secretary-General to undertake an in-depth study on violence against children.
The Study provided the first global report on the extent, causes, and effects of violence against children—
in the home, the school, institutions, the workplace, and the community.
It was also the first United Nations report to be based on widespread collaboration among the OHCHR,
UNICEF, the WHO, non-governmental organizations, national human rights institutions, and direct
consultation with children themselves. The report found that millions of children across the world were
victims of sexual, physical and/or, emotional violence, many on a daily basis. Societal acceptance of
violence against children appeared to be the norm and to be a key obstacle to its elimination. The report
above links to the most recent review and its 12 key recommendations.

http://www.childhelplineinternational.org/media/80438/five_years_on_a_global_update_on_violence_against_children.pdf

Violence against children
To almost all states in the region, the Committee on the Rights of the Child has recommended legislative
(legal) reforms to better prohibit all forms of violence against children, including corporal punishment
within the family and in alternative care settings.
While there is general recognition that violence and abuse against children occurs at home, at work, in
schools, and in institutional settings, none of the countries have comprehensive data and information on
its prevalence and nature. In many of the countries,
There is a lack of sufficient information about child abuse and ill-treatment
Efforts by the governments of the region have shown an increasing willingness to discuss issues such as
violence and child abuse – Oman and Saudi Arabia have organised a national workshop on child abuse and
neglect, Syria has held high level conferences on violence against children, paving the way for a national
plan of action.
All the countries have taken legislative steps to address violence against children, however, even where
laws and policies against violence exist, the means of enforcing them are weak. Very few countries have
effective and comprehensive national systems for the detection, reporting, referral and intervention for
children victims of abuse, especially domestic abuse.
Most violence – especially sexual violence and abuse – against children remains hidden away inside the
family circle or in the confines of the school.
Laws in some of the countries also make reporting by children difficult. For example, under the Jordanian
penal code, complaints from a child can only be accepted if they are supported by the parents or guardian.

The right of children to non-discrimination
The International Convention on the Rights of the Child centres upon the principle of nondiscrimination. All
children should be treated, protected and cared for in the same manner. However in today’s world, many
children and groups of children are victims of discrimination.
The universal and absolute principle of non-discrimination
Discrimination is the act of treating an individual or a group of people in an illegal or unfavourable manner
on the grounds of race, colour, sex, nationality, language, religion or social origin. Outlawing discrimination
is a fundamental and absolute principle, declared by all the international standards relating to human
rights. Discrimination towards any person is a serious violation of human rights.
The key ideas in children’s rights to non-discrimination
A right for all children: Children have a right to nondiscrimination. This means that all children, without
exception, should enjoy their rights to effective protection. No child should be the victim of discriminatory
acts based on race, skin colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social
origin, wealth, disability, etc.
Non-discrimination does not mean equal treatment for all children: The right to nondiscrimination does
not mean that all children should be treated in the same way. In fact, in some cases, preferential treatment
or positive discrimination could be viewed as necessary in restoring the balance between the chances,
rights and protection offered to children. These methods are justified by the need to put an end to the
consequences of discrimination and the resulting inequalities.
Children are not spared the problems of discrimination and can be victims of acts of racism or other
discriminatory prejudices.
The most affected are:





Children from ethnic and minority communities that haven’t integrated into society.
Disabled children that have specific needs: more than 200 million children in the world are
handicapped (10% of the world’s children), of which more than ¾ of won’t have access to the
education, care and support they need.
Girls who fall victim to discriminatory attitudes in certain cultures: discrimination prevents more
than 20 million girls from getting an education.
Children from poorer backgrounds.

Some 93 million children, or one in 20 aged 14
years or younger, live with a moderate or severe
disability of some kind.
While children with disabilities are worse off in
poor countries, UNICEF says they suffer
discrimination, stigmatization and marginalisation
in poor and rich countries alike.
http://www.unicef.org/sowc2013/files/SWCR2013
_ENG_Lo_res_24_Apr_2013.pdf

Harmful customary practices
Female genital mutilation, forced marriages and child marriages are customary practices that are
detrimental to the health of children. Customary practices are defined as practices inherited from the past
that are accepted and respected by the members of a community.
Such practices become damaging to the health of children when they harm their physical or mental health,
and thus threaten their lives or their development. These practises then go against human rights. Several
types of customary practices exist that have detrimental effects on children’s health. The most common
are female genital mutilation, and the so-called forced, arranged and child marriages.
Female genital mutilation (FGM)
Definition
Also called female circumcision, FGM consists of the removal of part, or all of the external genitalia of a
female, or of their mutilation in one way or other for cultural or other, non-therapeutic reasons. Such
practices are a violation of the rights of the child as they are commonly performed on girls aged 0-15 years.
The causes

Such mutilations are performed for a number of reasons that can be religious, cultural or sanitary. Yet
these inhumane and degrading practices are in reality a barbaric means to preserving young girls’ virginity.
They are often considered as rites of passage into adulthood. The parents, in particular the mothers who
themselves endured the same suffering and humiliation, feel compelled to subject their daughters to this
ritual in order to ensure their social integration, and that of their entire family. Refusing to undergo such
rituals can be grounds for social exclusion of the girl, or even her entire family.
The consequences
Thousands of little girls die every year as a result of health complications caused by mutilation, which
expose them to them severe pain, infections and risk of internal bleeding. Moreover, studies have proven
that genital mutilation of mothers has a negative impact on their infants who are at a much higher risk of
death at birth.
It is currently estimated that over 130 million girls and women around the world have undergone female
genital mutilation, and every year, three million girls are at risk of suffering the same fate.
Female genital mutilation is mainly practised in Africa (in 28 African countries), with over 90 million
circumcised girls and women, i.e. 1 in 3 women have to live with the consequences of this sexual
mutilation. http://www.un.org/en/events/femalegenitalmutilationday/

Arranged, forced and child marriages
Definition
In some countries, arranged marriages are a cultural tradition whereby families choose a spouse for their
children. It is very common that the young woman, or young man, is married without her/his consent. In
such cases, the marriage is referred to as a forced marriage.
Forced marriage is a violation of human rights since it prevents individuals from freely owning their own
body, and making decisions for their own future. Girls are the most affected: from a very young age, or
from birth even, their families will choose a husband that they will marry as soon as they reach puberty
and are able to have children.
The causes
In disadvantaged areas, deprived families view their child’s marriage as an economic strategy that will both
help support the family and protect the child from poverty. In the more affluent developing countries, such
marriages are intended to preserve traditions, and to strengthen ties among high-status families.
The impact on children’s health
Child marriages have serious consequences on the health of girls who are not ready psychologically, and
who do not fully comprehend the obligations and consequences that a marriage entails. Also, they are
often raped during the wedding night, and endure sexual violence during subsequent encounters.
Moreover, these young girls are not equipped, neither mentally nor physically, to experience pregnancy
and child birth. Many of them give birth prematurely, delivering children with reduced chances to survive.
The experience of giving birth can be fatal for both young mother and child.
Forced and child marriages in the world
Each year, millions of children are married against their will or without a real understanding of the
consequences of their consent. Since the distinction between forced and arranged marriages is blurred, it
is difficult to precisely determine the number of children, of girls in particular, who are forcibly married.

It was estimated in 2005 that in developing countries, over 65 million women (aged 20-24) had already
been married before their 18th birthday. Over 30 million of these lived in South East Asia. In Nepal, 7% of
girls were married before their tenth birthday.
Moreover, each year, 14 million girls aged 14-19 become mothers as a result of family pressure that,
despite the health risks, pushes them to have a child as soon as they are married. A fifteen year old girl is 5
times more likely to die during child birth than a woman of 25. Those that die can suffer serious
complications. http://unfpa.org/endchildmarriage

Street children lack social protection in many countries.

War Child estimate that
there are 100 million
street children globally

http://www.warchild.org.uk/issues/street-children
Why do children end up on the streets?
Children end up on the streets for a mixture of reasons, though poverty is usually at the heart of the
problem. In the countries where we work, conflict and poverty combine to force children onto the streets.
In many cases a child's family can no longer afford to care for them properly or may need their help to
supplement the family income and help put food on the table.
Or it could be that a child's parents have been killed by conflict or HIV/AIDS, or they may have become
separated when they were forced to flee their homes. In parts of Congo and Uganda, families and
communities sometimes accuse children of being witches and for bringing bad luck upon them.
In Afghanistan girls may end up on the streets after they have been forced to leave home for commiting
'honour crimes' like adultery (i.e. being raped or sexually abused) or refusing an arranged marriage. Boys
may end up on the street to help support their parent's opium addiction.
Some children spend the daytime on the streets (to beg or to work) but return to their families at night.
For others, the streets are their home and they have nowhere else to go.

What do they do on the streets?
Life on the streets is a dangerous, harsh existence and most street children become extraordinarily
resilient and inventive in order to simply survive. On the streets they may earn money in a number of ways
including:




Begging.
Shoe shining, collecting rubbish for recycling, other menial tasks.
Many girls are forced into prostitution or sex work in order to survive and are extremely vulnerable
to abuse and violence.

Drug abuse is a problem for many street children - it's often the only way of escaping a horrific existence if only for a few hours. Many street kids are the victims of violence - with the police often acting as
perpetrators rather than protectors.

Poverty and Human Rights
Every child, everywhere has the right to live with dignity. That means that no-one should be denied their
rights to adequate housing, food, water and sanitation, and to education and health care. Human rights
violations drive and deepen poverty. Children living in poverty have the least access to power to shape the
policies of poverty and are frequently denied effective remedies for violations of their rights.
The UNHRC notes that “poverty is often a cause, as well as a result, of a complex system of human rights
denials in which violations of civil, cultural, economic, political and social rights interact and mutually
reinforce each other with devastating effects.”
The UNHRC defines poverty as “not only deprivation of economic or material resources but a violation of
human dignity too...Poverty erodes or nullifies economic and social rights such as the right to health,
adequate housing, food and safe water, and the right to education. The same is true of civil and political
rights, such as the right to a fair trial, political participation and security of the person.”
As such, a human rights definition and understanding of poverty is necessary to the infringement of human
rights in pursuit of growth and development. Adequate concern and protection for human rights has not
been implemented in international development work and this is the challenge of the UNHRC’s work today
A human rights approach respects the dignity and autonomy of persons living in poverty and empowers
them to meaningfully and effectively participate in public life, including in the design of public policy, and
to hold duty bearers accountable. The norms set out in international human rights law require that States
take their international human rights obligations into account when formulating and implementing policies
affecting the lives of persons living in poverty.
Rights of the child
Given that most of those living in poverty are children and that poverty in childhood is a root cause of
poverty in adulthood, children’s rights must be accorded priority.
Even short periods of deprivation and exclusion can dramatically and irreversibly harm a child’s right to
survival and development. To eradicate poverty, States must take immediate action to combat childhood
poverty.
States must ensure that all children have equal access to basic services, including within the household. At
a minimum, children are entitled to a package of basic social services that includes high-quality health care,
adequate food, housing, safe drinking water and sanitation and primary education, so that they can grow
to their full potential, free of disease, malnutrition, illiteracy and other deprivations.
Poverty renders children, in particular girls, vulnerable to exploitation, neglect and abuse. States must
respect and promote the rights of children living in poverty, including by strengthening and allocating the
necessary resources to child protection strategies and programmes, with a particular focus on marginalised
children, such as street children, child soldiers, children with disabilities, victims of trafficking, child heads
of households and children living in care institutions, all of whom are at a heightened risk of exploitation
and abuse.
“All victims of human rights abuses should be able to look to the Human Rights Council as a forum and a
springboard for action.” Ban Ki-moon, UN Secretary-General, March 2007

Delegates… can we:
 Secure “good governance” for the MENA region?
 dentify approaches for removing all obstacles, including institutional ones, to the full enjoyment of
human rights for children living in extreme poverty, conflict and post-conflict zones and to identify
efficient measures to promote their rights?
 Can we study the impact of discrimination and pay particular attention to the situation of the girl
child, all children and other vulnerable groups, including those with disabilities?
 Strengthen national and local commitment and action?
 Prohibit all violence against children?
 Address the gender dimension of violence against children?
 Promote non-violent values and awareness raising?
 Enhance the capacity of all who work with and for children?
 Create accessible and child-friendly reporting systems and services?
 Develop and implement systematic national data collection and research efforts?
UNHRC focus:


How can we provide social protection for children and ensure they are free from violence,
exploitation and abuse?

Questions for Research:
1. What action has your country taken to ensure access to human rights for children?
2. Which human rights violations are of most concern in your country, region, the world?
3. How has your country implemented legislation that protects the human rights of children and
challenges discrimination?
4. What action has your country taken to ensure human rights are upheld on a national and
international level?
5. What are your priorities? What new legislation or regional agreements are possible?
6. Who are your strongest allies in committee?
Research links:
UNCHR
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/pages/hrcindex.aspx
Fact sheets on a variety of issues
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/PublicationsResources/Pages/FactSheets.aspx
Country analysis
Country briefings (US):
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/index.htm#wrapper
Country briefings: (BBC):
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_profiles/default.stm?AX42843
Country briefings: (from an NGO)
http://www.humanium.org/en/middle-east-north-africa/
Gender equality profiles:
http://www.unicef.org/gender/gender_62215.html

Detailed country briefings for Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Libya, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates

http://resourcecentre.savethechildren.se/sites/default/files/documents/1949.pdf

Global human rights report from Human Rights Watch
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/wr2014_web_0.pdf
UNICEF country profiles – very useful for human rights issues
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/northafrica.html

General websites for issues affecting children:
http://plan-international.org/
www.oxfam.org.uk
http://www.ruralpovertyportal.org/region/home/tags/africa
http://www.one.org/international/issues/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world/africa/
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.6149699/k.B848/Africa.htm
Each year, UNICEF’s flagship publication, The State of the World's Children, closely examines a key issue
affecting children
2013 The State of the World’s Children 2013: Children with Disabilities
2012 The State of the World’s Children 2012: Children in an Urban World
2011 The State of the World’s Children 2011: Adolescence – An Age of Opportunity
2010 The State of the World's Children 2010: Child Rights
2009 The State of the World's Children 2009: Maternal and Newborn Health
2008 The State of the World's Children 2008: Women and Children - Child Survival
2007 The State of the World's Children 2007: Women and Children - The double dividend of gender
equality
2006 The State of the World's Children 2006 - Excluded and Invisible
2005 The State of the World's Children 2005 - Childhood under threat
2004 The State of the World's Children 2004 - Girls, education and development
2003 The State of the World's Children 2003 - Child participation
Cultural issues
http://unfpa.org/endchildmarriage
http://www.girlsnotbrides.org/states-adopt-first-ever-resolution-on-child-marriage-at-human-rightscouncil/
http://www.humanium.org/en/nondiscrimination/
http://www.humanium.org/en/customary-practices/
http://www.childhelplineinternational.org/media/80438/five_years_on_a_global_update_on_violence_against_children.pdf
Videos (watch with caution as the content can be challenging)
FGM – no images but the stories can be upsetting.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H1JAfpHf4uY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qNCQA9GMYps
Fantastic documentaries about child marriage and its causes
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c6U2nrRJ4HU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pooQFiaCFAI
Great videos from UNICEF on areas in conflict
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zfiiDiM-SD0&index=3&list=PLzfcpxK7Y8rQoePadjiDMDifJKJx09MhB
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IFQh5q2Bl28&list=PLzfcpxK7Y8rQoePadjiDMDifJKJx09MhB&index=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PqYJ10-G_xw&list=PLzfcpxK7Y8rREz_KdnEQhpX3PNOlyEzRJ&index=12

