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About this Committee
UNICEF was established on 11 December 1946 by the United Nations to meet the emergency needs of
children in post-war Europe and China. Its full name was the United Nations International Children's
Emergency Fund. In 1950, its mandate was broadened to address the long-term needs of children and
women in developing countries everywhere. UNICEF became a permanent part of the United Nations
system in 1953. UNICEF's work is carried out in 191 countries through country programmes and National
Committees. Some 88 per cent of the organization's posts are located in the field. There are eight regional
offices and country offices worldwide, as well as a research centre in Florence, a supply operation in
Copenhagen and offices in Tokyo and Brussels. UNICEF headquarters are in New York.
Reflecting on the progress of the MDGs
The MDGs have brought lots of benefits for children and young people around the world. But there is a lot
still to do. There are also new issues that need to be looked at and old ones that have been neglected. The
post-2015 development agenda needs to get to grips with those to ensure a world fit for children.
There are MDGs that haven’t been achieved, millions of people who haven’t yet been reached, and
important parts of the Millennium Declaration that have been ignored. Work must speed up on these
things between now and 2015, and some work will need to continue after 2015.
There also needs to be a special focus on the big issues that have been missed by the MDGs. These include
the need to address inequalities, climate change and protecting the environment, changing populations,
and war and other threats to people’s safety.
UNICEF is firmly committed to ensuring that children remain at the centre of the next development
agenda, as they have been with the MDGs. Furthermore, UNICEF believes that an equity-based approach
is essential to ensure that the most disadvantaged children and families are fully included in future
development progress. Finally, as the next development agenda will need to integrate the three core
dimensions of sustainable development – the social, the economic and the environmental – the central
message must be that sustainable development starts with safe, healthy and well-educated children.
Governments must re-confirm their commitment to agreements for the world such as the Millennium
Declaration and A World Fit for Children, so that these can be guidelines for the post-2015 framework.
The MDGs have been criticised for becoming separate from the Millennium Declaration and other
important frameworks. Some say that, because of this, the MDGs are not focused enough on human rights.
It is important that the world restates its commitment to the Millennium Declaration and other important
frameworks, including the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and A World Fit for Children. These
documents are important: they have helped to base our ideas about development on the human rights
principles of accountability, participation, universality and non-discrimination.
The post-2015 framework must prioritise sustainability and aim to make sure that the world is fit for
children now and in the future.
Whatever goals and targets are set for post- 2015, they must recognise how important protecting the
environment and ensuring ‘sustainability’ is for making sure that everyone benefits from development.
That means that the new goals and targets must protect both the planet and everyone who lives on it.
It is the responsibility of everyone, young and old, to make sure that today’s children grow up in a cleaner,
safer, healthier and more inclusive world. This is the only way we can make progress in tackling poverty
and exclusion in a way that will last.

The post-2015 development framework should be relevant for all people, no matter where they live.
The MDGs were generally seen as being about the world’s poorest countries. Even in the richest countries,
however, children suffer because of the effects of poverty, climate change and damage to the
environment, violence, poor education, unemployment and inequality. For example, countries like India,
China and Brazil all have strong economies these days, but in 2000 they were considered to be poorer
countries. It is also important for countries to work together to deal with big global problems. So the post2015 agenda should be relevant to everyone
For countries to do well economically, it is important to invest in people, especially children and the
most vulnerable.
Some people say that the post-2015 framework should pay more attention to economic development and
less to ‘human development’, which was the main aim of the MDGs. But it should not be a case of one
versus the other. You need to invest in both because they support each other. A society where individuals
grow up healthy, well-fed, educated and safe is one where people can build a strong economy that
benefits everybody.
Citizens should be able to make sure that their governments meet their commitments. This must be built
in to the post-2015 framework.
Something missing from the MDGs was a way for citizens to keep an eye on their governments, to make
them answer for the progress or lack of progress they'd made towards the Goals.
The situation in different countries will change, and the post-2015 framework needs to be flexible
enough to adapt to these changes. This is even more important in countries where there is conflict or a
natural disaster, or where the government is less able to deliver services like health and education.
War and disasters are challenges that the post- 2015 framework will have to try and deal with. They are
unpredictable and are a huge risk to progress everywhere. Communities need to be made stronger so that
they can cope when a disaster does happen, and a crucial part of this is building resilience.
Making Education a Priority in the Post 2015 Development Agenda
Equitable quality education:
Good-quality, equitable education and learning emerges at the heart of the post-2015 education agenda
and it is especially important that we ensure all children, particularly marginalized and vulnerable groups,
are prepared for school entry and leave school with measurable learning and the skills, knowledge and
values to become responsible, active and productive members of society and the world.
Children need:
 Educational environments that are safe, healthy and conducive to learning, including disasterresistant school buildings and classrooms, clean drinking water, school feeding programmes, and
gender-sensitive sanitation and hygiene.
 The presence of trained and motivated teachers in adequate numbers.
 Participatory governance structures that empower parents and local communities to be effectively
involved in school decision making.
To fully address inequalities in education, two additional areas require attention. The first is gender
equality, which should cover all aspects of education. The second priority area is focusing on the needs of
children, youth and adults in emergency contexts, including natural disaster and conflict.

Water: a key issue affecting children:
Children's rights to an adequate standard of living and to the highest attainable standard of health are
enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Globally, an estimated 2,000 children under the age
of five die every day from diarrhoeal diseases and of these some 1,800 deaths are linked to water,
sanitation and hygiene.
Almost 90 per cent of child deaths from diarrhoeal diseases are directly linked to contaminated water, lack
of sanitation, or inadequate hygiene. Despite a burgeoning global population, these deaths have come
down significantly over the last decade, from 1.2 million per year in 2000 to about 760,000 a year in 2011.
UNICEF says that is still too many.
UNICEF child mortality data show that about half of under-five deaths occur in only five countries: India,
Nigeria, Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Pakistan and China. Two countries – India (24 per cent)
and Nigeria (11 per cent) – together account for more than a third of all under-five deaths. These same
countries also have significant populations without improved water and sanitation.
Of the 783 million people worldwide without improved drinking water, there are 119 million in China; 97
million in India; 66 million in Nigeria; 36 million in DRC; and 15 million in Pakistan. The figures for
sanitation are even bleaker. Those without improved sanitation in these countries are: India 814 million;
China 477 million; Nigeria 109 million; Pakistan 91 million; and DRC 50 million. Improvements in water and
sanitation would greatly contribute to a reduction in child mortality in these counties.
Children's rights to an adequate standard of living and to the highest attainable standard of health are
enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The fulfilment of these rights is the ultimate goal of
UNICEF's water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) programmes.
WASH is a central component of the millennium development agenda. Without significant improvements
in water and sanitation access and hygiene practices the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) related to
child mortality, primary education, disease reduction, and poverty eradication will not be achieved.
The MDGs include the specific water and sanitation target of halving, by 2015, the proportion of people
without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation. According to the latest estimates,
the water component of this target was met in 2010. However, 783 million people still lack access to
improved drinking water, and the world is not on track to meet the sanitation component. UNICEF is also
working to meet a second target of ensuring that all schools have adequate child-friendly water and
sanitation facilities and hygiene education programmes. To meet these targets, UNICEF is guided by a new
set of strategies that defines the shape of UNICEF WASH programmes to 2015.

Water holds the key to sustainable development. We
need it for health, food security and economic
progress. Yet, each year brings new pressures….
Climate change and the needs of populations growing
in size and prosperity mean we must work together to
protect and manage this fragile, finite resource.

Links to health, education and development
WASH and health
Poor sanitation, unsafe water and unhygienic practices cause millions of children in the developing world
to suffer needlessly from disease. Water- and sanitation-related disease, despite being preventable,
remains one of the most significant child health problems worldwide.
Diarrhoea is the most serious of these diseases, alone killing over 3,000 children each day. 88% of
diarrhoeal disease is attributed to unsafe drinking water, inadequate sanitation and poor hygiene.
Children in developing countries typically have four to five bouts of diarrhoea a year. Even when they don’t
kill, these diarrhoea episodes can physically and mentally stunt children, affecting them for the rest of their
lives. By weakening children, diarrhoea increases mortality rates from other opportunistic diseases,
including ARI (acute respiratory infections). ARI and diarrhoea together account for two-thirds of all child
deaths worldwide.
Millions of other children are made sick, weakened or are disabled by other water- and sanitation-related
diseases and infections including cholera, malaria, trachoma, schistosomiasis, worm infestations and
guinea worm disease. And in a growing number of countries, natural or man-made pollution of water
sources with dangerous contaminants threatens millions of people.
WASH and education
A high percentage of children suffer from intestinal infections caused by parasites as a result of poor
hygiene and inadequate sanitation. Parasites consume nutrients, aggravate malnutrition, retard children's
physical development and result in poor school attendance and performance. Household chores, such as
fetching water, keep many girls out of school. Also, the lack of separate and decent sanitation and washing
facilities in schools discourages girls from attending school full time and forces some to drop out. The
majority of the 121 million school-age children not in school are girls.
WASH and development
Poor water and sanitation exact a heavy economic cost in terms of health spending, loss of productivity
and labour diversion. If everyone in the world had access to basic water and sanitation services, the
reduction in diarrhoeal disease alone would save the health sector $11.6 billion in treatment costs and
people would gain over 5.6 billion productive days per year. When the potential economic gains of
providing basic, low-cost water and sanitation facilities are added together, the developing world could
save as much as $263 billion a year (see box).
WASH and HIV/AIDS
Promoting improved hygiene practices and increasing access to water and sanitation facilities helps to
reduce opportunistic infections among people living with HIV/AIDS. Better access to facilities also reduces
the burden on households caring for AIDS-affected family members. Less time spent on fetching water
allows caregivers – who are usually women and girls – more time and energy for coping with the disease or
for working outside the home.
Appropriate sanitation also helps to ensure that AIDS sufferers, many of whom experience severe bouts of
diarrhoea, have access to clean and private facilities.

Other issues UNICEF works on:

UNICEF's work on immunisation UNICEF is the world's largest distributor of vaccines to the developing
world, supplying vaccines for more than a third of the world's children. UNICEF and its partners support
immunisation programmes in over 100 countries to protect the lives of all children.

Climate change Children in developing countries are among the hardest hit by climate change, despite
being the least responsible for it. UNICEF works to put it right, helping communities adapt to the impacts of
climate change now.

UNICEF's work on HIV and AIDS UNICEF works with communities and governments around the world to
prevent new infections among young people and eliminate mother-to-child transmission of HIV.

Child hunger and stunting. Stunting is what happens to a child’s brain and body when they don’t get the
right nutrients in their first 1,000 days of life.

Children in conflict Right now, millions of children around the world are caught up in conflicts in which
they are not merely bystanders, but targets.

Focus in the Post MDG framework:

www.un.org/sg/management/pdf/HLP_P2015_Report.pdf
Research Links:
1. What action has your country taken to ensure a good standard of living for all children?
2. Which are the biggest barriers that children face in your country, region, and the world?
3. How has your country implemented legislation that protects children and challenges inequalities
children might face?
4. What action has your country taken to ensure children’s rights are upheld on a national and
international level?
5. What are your priorities? What new legislation or regional agreements are possible?
6. Who are your strongest allies in committee?

Country specific research database:
All countries (from UNICEF) http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/
Water: http://www.unwater.org/statistics_KWIP.html
Health: http://www.who.int/gho/countries/en/index.html
Environmental burden of disease: http://www.who.int/quantifying_ehimpacts/national/countryprofile/en/
Key issues:
Access to sanitation
A Promise Renewed
Early childhood development
Health
HIV/AIDS
Immunization
Nutrition
Water, sanitation and hygiene
Gender and water
Human right to water
Water and food security
Multimedia
http://www.youtube.com/user/unicef
http://www.unicef.org.uk/Latest/Video-and-audio/
Great infographics: http://visual.ly/users/unicef

